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‘CONGRATULATIONS TO 
2022 BRITISH GT 

CHAMPION IAN LOGGIE 


Anglo American Oil Company, distributors for 
Sunoco Race Fuels in Europe, Africa and the Middle 


East, are proud to be long standing partners of the C.. 
SRO run British GT Championship. Fiakapronesup 


Sunoco Race Fuels is arguably the largest >. 
manufacturer of performance fuels in the world, 
and offers a wide range of products for most 
applications. 100-120 octane unleaded, leaded, Bingen 
oxygenated, and high ethanol blended fuels. — 
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Verstappen wins for Mateschitz 


0 Tanakto leave Hyundai at end of 2022) 


despite fine race from Hamilton 1__Mexican Grand Prix preview 


13 Opinion: Alex Kalinauckas 
The result was familiar but last weekend’s United States Grand Prix 5__ Feedback: your letters 
was one of the more interesting of 2022. A combination of a charging 


Lewis Hamilton in an improved Mercedes and rare Red Bull pitstop RACE CENTRE 

delay created plenty of action and tension at the front, even if it ended 

with Max Verstappen’s record-equalling 13th win of the season. 39 World of Sport: Formula Regional 
Alex Kalinauckas outlines the key moments that defined the European; NASCAR Cup; MotoGP 

Austin race on[page 16]and argues that Hamilton might be too 

pessimistic about it being the seven-time champion’s last INSIGHT 

chance to take a victory during this campaign (p13). 42 Motorsport Games preview 


Ferrari’s form was again concerning. Yes, Carlos Sainz took pole, 
but Charles Leclerc came out on fresh medium tyres just ahead of 
Verstappen with 21 laps to go and finished 7.5 seconds behind. The 
famous Italian squad still has work to do on tyre degradation... 
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5 Smiley wins TCR UK title 
6 _Rivett survives huge Brands crash 
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Nevetherless, Verstappen’s win was timely following the sad 
passing of Red Bull co-founder Dietrich Mateschitz. Adam Cooper 62 National reports: Brands Hatch; 
and tributes from several F1 drivers remind us of the Austrian’s 
huge motorsport impact on 

ie oe + eee Bull colours during his illustrious FINISHING STRAIGHT 
career and he reminded everyone why he is an eight-time World Rally ii) Wie ses Wes 


; ; ‘ ‘ ; 72 From the archive: 1961 United States GP 
champion with a sublime performance in Spain last weekend. Tom 

: ; 74 My favourite car: Vincenzo Sospir 
Howard reports on[p32}) while Gary Watkins looks ahead to the 


2022 edition of the Motorsport Games in our preview on[p42. | SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
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Dietrich Mateschitz 
1944-2022 


OBITUARY 


Red Bull co-founder Dietrich Mateschitz, 
who has died at the age of 78, made an 
extraordinary impact across the world of 
motorsport, and not just in Formula 1. 
Mateschitz was born in Styria in May 
1944. After obtaining a marketing degree 
aged 28 — he had somehow managed to 
stretch his stint as a Vienna University 
student to a decade — he joined Unilever, 
initially promoting detergents. He then 
moved to the Blendax cosmetics company, 
where his products included toothpaste. 
It was while travelling on business in 
Asia that he discovered the tonic drink 
that he would eventually launch in Europe 
as Red Bull, after founding the company 
with that name in 1984 in partnership 
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with Thai businessman and Blendax 
associate Chaleo Yoovidhya. His initial 
investment was $500,000. 

From the very early days, Mateschitz 
believed in using motor racing and 
extreme sports as promotional tools. In 
1995 he began an association with the 
Sauber team, eventually acquiring 60% 
of the Swiss organisation. 

In parallel with Sauber, Mateschitz 
also backed drivers in junior categories, 
initially through a relationship with 
F3000/F3 team owner Helmut Marko, 
who would later become his main 
motorsporting advisor and guru. Team 
boss Peter Sauber had a falling out with 
Mateschitz after hiring Formula Renault 
driver Kimi Raikkonen for 2001, ignoring 
the sponsor’s preferred choice of his 


Red Bull F1 debut was 
Australia 2005, here 


with David Coulthard 


protege Enrique Bernoldi. 

Mateschitz also backed Christian Klien, 
another of his proteges, at Jaguar in 
2004. The relationship developed in an 
unexpected direction when at the end of 
the year the Ford Motor Company wanted 
to offload the Milton Keynes team, and 
Mateschitz was only too happy to take it 
over for a nominal sum, while at the same 
time parting ways with Sauber. In an 
inspired move, he and Marko headhunted 
Arden F3000 boss Christian Horner 
to run the team, while hiring David 
Coulthard to join former Jaguar driver 
Mark Webber in the line-up. Just a year 
later Mateschitz also acquired the 
struggling Minardi team, renaming 
it Scuderia Toro Rosso. 

In its initial guise, Red Bull Racing was 
little more than a rebadged Jaguar team, but 
Horner proved to be a very effective leader 
and set about changing the culture. At the 
end of 2005, with Mateschitz’s backing, 
he persuaded Adrian Newey to join as 
technical director, setting in motion an 
extraordinary turnaround in fortunes. 

The other key ingredient was Sebastian 
Vettel. Backed by Mateschitz from his 
karting days, the young German joined 
Toro Rosso in the latter part of 2007, 
before scoring a memorable victory at 
Monza the following year. With Vettel on 
board in 2009 the senior squad became a 
title contender, jumping from seventh 


place to runner-up in the constructors’ 
championship. It was the start of an 
astonishing era of success as Vettel won 
four titles on the bounce in 2010-13, 
with the team taking the constructors’ 
crown each time too. 

In 2014, F1 switched to V6 hybrid 
power, and Red Bull felt let down by poor 
engines from Renault. Daniel Ricciardo 
still managed to win three races with the 
difficult RB10, but before the end of the 
year a frustrated Vettel signed for Ferrari. 

He’d lost his talisman, but Mateschitz 
soon replaced him with another, having 
been convinced to give 17-year-old Max 
Verstappen a Toro Rosso seat for 2015. 
The Dutchman made an immediate 
impact and, after being switched to 
Red Bull early in 2016, he won his 
first race for the team in Spain. 

As the Renault relationship deteriorated 
further, Horner and Marko began looking 
at other engine options, and they took a 
gamble on Honda. History was made when 
Verstappen gave the Japanese marque its 
first win of the hybrid era in June 2019, in 
Austria, at the former A1 Ring track that 
Mateschitz had bought and, after some 
early delays, completely rebuilt. 

Verstappen won two more races that 
year and continued to build momentum 
with more wins in 2020, before securing 
his first title — and the fifth for a Red Bull 
driver — on the very last lap of the 


Celebrating first F1 
title in 2010 with 
Horner and Vettel 
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controversial 2021 Abu Dhabi GP. It was 
achieved on the eve of Honda’s official 
withdrawal at the end of the season. 

Horner and Marko had by then 
persuaded Honda to continue to supply 
the team, but they had other long-term 
plans. In what was one of his last major 
strategic decisions, Mateschitz approved 
the creation of Red Bull Powertrains with 
a view to creating an engine for the 2026 
regulations. The hope was to form a 
partnership with Porsche, but the 
deal collapsed a few weeks ago. 

Despite his huge success in business 
and in sport, Mateschitz remained an 
essentially private man, rarely talking 
to the media other than a few close 
associates in his home country. 

ADAM COOPER 


OBITUARY 


DRIVER TRIBUTES 


DANIEL RICCIARDO 


“He was so humble and 
not interested in the 

limelight, not interested 
in parading his success. 


I think he held himself 
back a lot, just because of the man he 
was, and as| said, kind of how humble 
he was. Just a very admirable character. 
You can go about things your own way, 
and especially when you have that sort 
of success it’s quite uncommon to see 
someone remain so grounded and so 
humble, and so down to earth. A very 
good example of a human, | felt.” 
PIERRE GASLY 
: “In simple terms, I’d 
iy’ never be here without 
Dietrich. In this paddock 
we’re probably six or 
seven drivers who can 
be grateful and thankful for what he 
provided us, being part of the Red Bull 
family. He was extremely passionate 
and loved sport and F1. He had two F1 
teams for over 15 years, and even big 
brands like Mercedes and Ferrari didn’t 
commit to F1 like that. It’s just incredible 
what he’s done for all of us, but also 
sport in general.” 
ALEX ALBON 
“Obviously, if you think 
about what he’s done 
for the sport... I’m not 
just talking about F1, 
I’m talking about the 
grassroots, how many drivers he’s 
helped get to a position where they’ve 
been able to drive on their talent. | was 
one of the very lucky few who got 
sponsored when | was 12 years old. He 
has a true passion for it. He’s been a 
huge contributor to the world that we 
know, and it’s very sad. He was very 
passionate, very charismatic as well. 
He will be sorely missed.” 
CARLOS SAINZ 
“| wouldn’t have 
reached F1 without 
him. It’s crazy to think 
“&. M©@&  abouttheamounthe’s 
done for motorsport; 
not only Fl and young drivers, but how 
many Red Bull logos are out there in all 
the categories from MotoGP to F1, to all 
the sports that you can think about, and 
how he has supported young talent, 
how many people have been supported 
by him and by his vision.” 
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- of Suzuka investigation 


FORMULA 1 


The FIA has revealed the findings of its 
investigation into the crane incident at 
the Japanese Grand Prix that left 
Formula 1 drivers angered over the 
safety risks. 

A vehicle was used to recover Carlos 
Sainz’s Ferrari in wet conditions at 
Suzuka while cars were still circulating, 
including Pierre Gasly, who passed the 
crane at speed. 

The FIA promised a full investigation 
into what happened, the findings of 
which were revealed in Austin last week 
and included a raft of changes for the 
rest of the season. These included 
putting an end to the rotation of the F1 
race directors for the rest of the season. 
Following the axing of Michael Masi 
back in February, Niels Wittich and 


Eduardo Freitas — who presided over 
the race at Suzuka — shared the role. 
Drivers expressed concerns about a 
lack of consistency between the race 
directors, and Wittich will now see 
out the season. 

It was admitted that the recovery 
vehicle should not have been sent out 
on track when it was, while race control 
conceded that it missed Gasly in the 
pitlane after he pitted for a new front 
wing. But it was adjudged that Gasly 
drove in a “reckless manner” by passing 
the crane at 117mph as he did, ignoring 
“basic safety rules”. 

The FIA plans to introduce dynamic 
Virtual Safety Car monitoring next year 
after finding that Gasly’s delta was 
greater than it should have been because 
he was slowed down by an advertising 
hoarding stuck on the front of his car 
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before pitting. 

Clearer messages are also set to be 
issued in the future when recovery 
vehicles are entering the track, as well as 
giving them more powerful lights in 
rainy conditions. 

Drivers were due to discuss the 
matter in their briefing last Friday at 
the United States GP, but this was 
postponed until this weekend’s Mexican 
GP because not all of them had time to 
read the report. 

The FIA also acknowledged in the 
report that it needs to revisit the rules 
surrounding points allocation for 
reduced-distance races. The wording of 
the regulations meant full points were 
still awarded despite completing only 28 
of the scheduled 53 laps at Suzuka, 
sparking widespread confusion. 

LUKE SMITH 


Sargeant set to race for Williams in F1 in 2023 


FORMULA 1 


Logan Sargeant will race 
for Williams in Formula 1 
next year, provided he 


race,” said Williams F1 

boss Jost Capito. “On the 
condition that he has 
enough superlicence points, 
he will be our second 


He sits third in the points. 
the first American to race 


is a drastic turnaround in 


Sargeant is set to become 


full time in F1 since 2007. It 


gets the required points 
for his FIA superlicence. 
Sargeant, 21, made his F1 
practice debut for Williams 
last Friday at the US GP, 
which was soon followed by 
confirmation that he is set 
to get the seat alongside 
Alex Albon in 2023. 
“We feel he’s ready to 


driver next year.” 

Sargeant currently has 
28 of the required 40 points 
for a superlicence to race in 
F1 next year. He will get an 
extra two for clean FP1 
outings in Mexico and Abu 
Dhabi, which would make a 
top-six finish in F2 enough 
to clinch the superlicence. 
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his fortunes, less than two 
years after scrambling for a 
seat in F2. “You never give 
up on the belief, and you 
just keep working hard to 
hopefully, eventually reach 
a goal,” said Sargeant. “Now 
I just need to finish the 
deal in Abu Dhabi.” 

LUKE SMITH 
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FIA Formula 3 podium finisher Zak O’Sullivan got his F1 prize test for winning the 2021 Aston Martin Autosport 
BRDC Award on the Silverstone Grand Prix circuit this week. The 17-year-old drove one of last year’s AMR21s, first on wet-weather tyres before switching 
to slick rubber. “It’s pretty cool - I’m trying to get to a point and get past the fear factor,” he said. “I’m really enjoying it. There’s still a lot of margin with the 
braking but when | hit the pedal really hard the neck doesn’t like it!” Photo by Ferraro/Motorsport Images 


FIA cost-cap talks with 
Red Bull postponed 


Red Bull has fiercely denied 
that it was in breach, with team 


Talks between the FIA and Red 
Bull over a cost-cap-breach 
agreement have been put on hold 
following the death of Red Bull 
founder Dietrich Mateschitz. 
Following the FIA’s ruling that 
Red Bull exceeded last year’s cost 
cap of $145million, talks have 
been held over possible sanctions 
through an Accepted Breach 
Agreement. This could mean that 
Red Bull gets a financial or 
sporting penalty, such as a 
reduction in testing time 
or future budget caps. 


principal Christian Horner (right) 
claiming last weekend that its 
submission was “significantly 
below” the cap. He also said the 
alleged breach offered “zero 
benefit” to its performance. 

Horner met with FIA president 
Mohammed Ben Sulayem to 
discuss the matter at the US GP 
but, following news that 
Mateschitz had died, it was agreed 
to put negotiations on hold until 
the middle of this week. The 
deadline for an agreement has 
also been pushed back. 


We tarenaeed 
agazine: 
agazines 


SUTTON 


Red Bull’s rivals have been 
clear in calls for a strict penalty, 
with McLaren boss Zak Brown 
claiming in a letter last week that 
a breach “constitutes cheating” 
Horner fired back by saying he 


was “appalled” by the allegations, 
claiming that the children of 
Red Bull employees were being 
bullied because of “fictitious 
allegations from other teams”. 
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Pascal Wehrlein appears to be in the frame 
for a drive in one of Porsche’s 963 LMDh 
prototypes next season. He could double 
up on his Formula E campaign with the 
German manufacturer and also contest 
the World Endurance Championship. 

The former Sauber and Manor Formula 1 
racer took part in a multi-day endurance 
test with the Porsche Penske Motorsport 
team at Sebring last week, it has emerged. 
The tryout backs up suggestions that the 
team doesn’t yet have a full complement of 
10 drivers for its assaults on the WEC and 


the IMSA SportsCar Championship in 2023. 


A WEC programme would be possible 
for Wehrlein. The only clash with FE at 
present is between the Le Mans test 
day the week ahead of the 24 Hours 
and the Jakarta E-Prix in Indonesia. 

Porsche has so far announced eight 


——_ 


/rRECHE 


drivers for the two programmes. It can be 
taken as read that Nick Tandy is the ninth 
after his name was absent when Chevrolet 
announced its plans for 2023 last week. 
The Briton’s return to Porsche after just 
two years away won’t be confirmed, 
however, until after his GTE Pro WEC 
programme with Chevrolet is done 

and dusted in Bahrain next month. 

All indications are that the 10th driver 
has yet to be decided. Frederic Makowiecki 
remains in contention: the Frenchman 
was also on the roster for Porsche at 
the Sebring test, which included a 
36-hour endurance simulation. 

Porsche isn’t confirming that either 
Wehrlein or Makowiecki were present at the 
Florida venue, only that nine drivers took 
part in a test in which a single car covered 
7300km (4500 miles) over four days. 

Antonio Felix da Costa, who will join 
Wehrlein at the Porsche FE team, doesn’t 


4 
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appear to be in the frame. He seems certain to 
remain with the British Jota team for which 
he has raced in LMP2 for the past three 
seasons and move into its customer 963. 

The eight prototype drivers confirmed by 
Porsche so far have been announced in two 
tranches: Felipe Nasr and Dane Cameron 
were unveiled last December; and then 
Andre Lotterer, Kevin Estre, Michael 
Christensen, Laurens Vanthoor, Matt 
Campbell and Mathieu Jaminet were 
named at the end of June. 


we 


Latifi undecided on 2023 amid IndyCar rumours 


BINGHAM 
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Formula 1 driver Nicholas 
Latifi insists he’s undecided 
on which series to join, even 
as speculation mounts that 
he could switch to IndyCar. 
Latifi was told by 

Williams in September that 
this, his fourth season with 
the team, and third as a race 


driver, would also be his last. 


Since then, speculation 

has linked the 27-year-old 
Canadian to various IndyCar 
rides, including at Chip 


Ganassi Racing, which has 
yet to confirm a replacement 
for Jimmie Johnson. But 
ahead of last weekend’s 
United States Grand Prix, 
Latifi denied that he had 
decided where to race next. 
“T’ve spoken to a few 
different teams in different 
categories and I’ve still not 
said to myself, ‘OK, it’s this 
or nothing’-type thing,” 
he said. “I’m looking at not 
just formula cars but also 
endurance racing. I’m trying 
to understand what’s the 


situation for teams and 
championships, what that 
might look like for me and 
my life for the future.” 

Latifi conceded that 
IndyCar running spec 
chassis is one of its major 
attractions: “Everyone has 
more of an equal opportunity. 
It’s something that no doubt 
I’ve been missing the past 
few years... I’d definitely 
be looking forward to that 
if I was to join a series 
where it’s more equal.” 
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Bearman in Prema F2 link 


FORMULA 2 


Ferrari Academy driver Ollie Bearman is set 
to move up to FIA Formula 2 in 2023 with 
Prema Racing, according to Autosport 
sources. The Aston Martin Autosport 
BRDC Young Driver of the Year finalist, who 
finished third in his rookie FIA Formula 3 
season this year, would stay with the 
Italian squad for his move up the ladder. 

Although the 17-year-old’s seat is yet to 
be officially confirmed, a deal for his 
graduation is said to be close. 

As the reigning Italian and German 
Formula 4 champion, Bearman scored one 
win and seven additional podium finishes 
during his impressive rookie F3 season. 
Alongside sixth-placed Arthur Leclerc and 
seventh-placed Jak Crawford — both 
second-year F3 drivers — he helped 
secure Prema its third F3 teams’ 
championship in four years. 

It is uncertain whether either of Prema’s 


AUTOSPORT 


current F2 drivers, 2021 F3 champion 
Dennis Hauger and Jehan Daruvala, will 
continue with the team in 2023. Daruvala 
has previously said it is unlikely that he 
would continue in the series next year, 
after three campaigns at that level. The duo 
sit fifth (Daruvala) and 11th (Hauger) in the 
points respectively with one round to go in 
Abu Dhabi, although Daruvala is just nine 
points shy of third place in the standings. 
Meanwhile, Calan Williams will not 
contest the final round of his rookie F2 
season with Trident in Abu Dhabi. The 
22-year-old Australian scored a fourth 
place early in the season in Jeddah, but 
has otherwise not featured in the top 10. 
Williams said that “we are now at a 
point where it is important that I consider 
what is the best path for me to pursue in 
the interests of my ongoing career in 
motorsport”. Trident has yet to announce 
a replacement driver for Yas Marina. 
MEGAN WHITE 


Get even more motorsport online 
with our 
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IN THE HEADLINES 


PORSCHE F1 PLANS NOT DEAD 


Porsche’s hopes of entering Formula 1 
are not dead despite the collapse of 
its deal with Red Bull, says the FIA. 
Porsche remains keen on entering 
under the new engine rules from 
2026, but its routes in seem limited, 
with Williams or anew Andretti entry 
being the most realistic options. 


SINGAPORE TRACK CHANGES 


Changes will be made to the 
Singapore Grand Prix track layout for 
next year to allow for the construction 
of anew events venue. Turns 16 to 19 
in the final sector will be removed, 
creating a long straight that should 
improve overtaking and reduce 

lap times by around 20 seconds. 


HAAS GETS TITLE SPONSOR 


Haas will get a financial boost in 

F1 next season after agreeing a deal 
for American payment company 
MoneyGram to become its title 
sponsor. Haas claimed the multi-year 
agreement will allow it to reach F1’s 
budget cap, but denied it would have 
any impact on its 2023 driver choice. 


FORMULA ETO SOUTH AFRICA 


Cape Town has been included on the 
2023 Formula E calendar following 
approval from the FIA World Motor 
Sport Council. The South African event 
will take place on 25 February, while 
Seoul drops off the schedule due to 
Olympic Park renovation works. 


MARGCIELLO ADDS ANOTHER 
Mercedes GT titan Raffaele Marciello 
added the ADAC GT Masters crown to 
his World Challenge Europe honours 
last weekend at Hockenheim, by 
taking his Landgraf Mercedes to fifth 
place in the first race with Daniel 
Juncadella. A win in the opener 
confirmed second in the points for 
Porsche pair Christian Engelhart and 
Ayhancan Guven; Merc duo Jules 
Gounon and Fabian Schiller won on 
Sunday to net third; while Jack Aitken 
and Albert Costa finished fourth in 
points in their Emil Frey Lamborghini. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 


www.autosportmedia.com 
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MAGNUSSENS TO THE GULF 


Father-and-son pair Jan and Kevin 
Magnussen will team up behind the 
wheel of a sportscar for a second 
time in December’s Gulf 12 Hours 
round of the Intercontinental 

GT Challenge in Abu Dhabi. The 
Magnussens’ outing aboard an 
MDK Motorsports Ferrari 488 GT3 
Evo shared with team owner Mark 
Kvamme at the Yas Marina event 
follows their appearance at the 
2021 Le Mans 24 Hours driving a 
High Class Racing ORECA in LMP2. 


MERC JUNIOR'S F4 DOUBLE 


Mercedes junior Andrea Kimi 
Antonelli clinched the Italian 
Formula 4 championship at Mugello 
last weekend. The Prema Racing-run 
Italian won all three races to add 

the title to his crown in German F4. 
Irishman Alex Dunne, meanwhile, 
scored a brace of second places in his 
US Racing machine to claim the 
runner-up spot in the rankings to go 
with his honours in the British series. 
Prema’s Ferrari protege Rafael 
Camara placed third in the points. 


STEWART TURNS TO DRAG 


Three-time NASCAR Cup champion 
Tony Stewart will make his NHRA 
drag racing debut this weekend at 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway. Stewart, 
51, is married to Top Fuel drag racing 
star Leah Pruett and will get behind 
the wheel in the Top Alcohol class 
during the NHRA Nevada Nationals. 


NEW CAR FOR OLD NAME 


Anew Le Mans Hypercar is under 
development for next year’s World 
Endurance Championship by the 
revived Isotta Fraschini marque. The 
owners of the pre-Second World War 
luxury car maker, which won the 
Targa Florio road race in 1908, have 
announced that they are working 
ona hybrid LMH with Michelotto, 
Ferrari’s long-time partner in GT 
racing. The WEC programme, which 
will be dependent on Isotta gaining 
an entry, would start at round 

three at Spa in late April after a 
February launch of the car (below). 
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Tanak leaves Hyundai, Meeke in? 


WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


Ott Tanak will leave Hyundai Motorsport 
at the end of the 2022 World Rally 
Championship season after electing 

to conclude his deal prematurely. 

The 2019 world champion was 
contracted with the South Korean marque 
for next season, although the Estonian’s 
future at the team had been uncertain 
for months. Tanak has been linked with 
a move away from Hyundai, with M-Sport 
and Toyota touted as possible destinations, 
and has hinted that he could sit out 
the 2023 WRC season. 

“This is a personal decision and one that 
I have taken with careful consideration and 
respect for the team,” said 17-time WRC 
rally winner Tanak, who joined Hyundai 
at the start of 2020 following spells at 
Toyota and M-Sport and has scored 
five wins for Hyundai. “However, I feel 
that I am at a stage of my career where 
I need to embark on a new challenge. 

“We have had a good partnership over 
the past three seasons, and I am proud of 
what we have achieved. We have worked 
hard together to overcome some difficult 
moments and, as we’ve shown this year, 
we have moved in the right direction. The 
second part of this season has shown the 
performance level we can achieve when 
things click, but for me the time has 
come for something new.” 

“Ott’s departure comes as a 
disappointment, but it is a decision we 
must accept and respect,” said Hyundai 
deputy team director Julien Moncet. 


“He is without doubt one of world rally’s 
finest drivers, as we have been fortunate to 
experience first-hand through the victories 
that we have achieved over three seasons.” 

Hyundai is thought to be considering 
several drivers for its 2023 line-up, with 
former Hyundai and Volkswagen WRC 
pilot Andreas Mikkelsen among the 
favourites to land a full-time drive. 
Five-time WRC rally winner Kris 
Meeke (below) is also on the list. 

“T still have a lot of experience from 
working in the World Championship and 
I still feel good in the car, so who knows 
what will happen?” said Meeke, who last 
competed in the WRC with Toyota in 
2019. “I certainly wouldn’t want to go 
back to doing a full season. At my stage 
in life, I have my family at home and I 
want to spend a bit of time with them, 
but certainly a few rallies, I would be 
more than willing to do.” 

TOM HOWARD 
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ROUND 20/22 
F1 MEXICAN GRAND PRIX PREVIEW 


LENGTH 2.674 miles NUMBER OF LAPS 71 


DRS DETECTION ———— 


DRS ZONE 


DRS DETECTION 


2021 POLE POSITION POLE LAP RECORD 6 RACE LAP RECORD 
Valtteri Bottas 1m15.875s Daniel Ricciardo 1m14.759s (2018) Valtteri Bottas 1m17.774s (2021) 
UK START TIMES TYRE ALLOCATION 
. HARD MEDIUM SOFT 
Friday 28 October a cg . 
FP1 1900 FP2 2200 
FP3 1800 
QUALIFYING 2100 C1 c2 c3 C4 cs INTERMEDIATE WET 


Sunday 30 October CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS 
RACE 2000 


Drivers Constructors F 
SKY SPORTS F1 1 Verstappen 391 1 RedBull 656 Es 
BBC RADIO 5 LIVE 2 Leclerc 267 2 Ferrari 469 . 
3 Perez 265 3 Mercedes 416 Hamilton stays sixth 
4 Russell 218 4 Alpine 144 in points, but is closing 
CHANNEL 4 0105 (Monday) 5 Sainz 202 5 McLaren 138 
RACE STATS 
Previous winners a ieteetea Mexico City points tallies 
2021 Max Verstappen Red Bull Hamilton 100 
2019 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Verstappen 97 
2018 Max Verstappen Red Bull Vettel 64 
2017 Max Verstappen Red Bull Bottas 62 
2016 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Perez 32 
2015 Nico Rosberg Mercedes Ricciardo 29 
1992 Nigel Mansell Williams Leclerc 29 
1991 Riccardo Patrese Williams Gasly 15 
1990 Alain Prost Ferrari Ocon 10 
1989 Ayrton Senna McLaren Albon 10 
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REMANUFACTURING 
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UNAVAILABLE PARTS 


DEPENDABLE 
BIG ENOUGH 

TO COPE 

SMALL ENOUGH 
TO CARE 


FAST EXPRESS 
WORLDWIDE 
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SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK +44 (0)1992 445 300 
CELEBRATING 38 YEARS FERRARI PARTS EXPERIENCE 


UNIT G1 RD PARK STEPHENSON CLOSE HODDESDON HERTFORDSHIRE EN11 OBW 
CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT ADMIN@SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK 


[HPS] | WE suppty Parts To THE UK AND ACROSS THE WORLD _ 


HILL ENGINEERING 


See what we’re up to on instagram @superformance.co.uk and 
you can follow us on facebook.com/superformanceuklitd 


OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


Why Hamilton could be wrong 


The downcast seven-time champion felt Austin offered the best chance for Mercedes 


to break its 2022 duck. But might Mexico City this weekend better suit the silver cars? 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


ell, that was all very 2021. Two brilliant drivers 
leading the way for two sharply run teams that 
W nailed their strategy calls. There was tyre 
management magic, an aggressive Max Verstappen 
move for the lead, and Lewis Hamilton turning out 
of contact. And, for the second year in arow, the United States 
Grand Prix ended witha Red Bull victory. 

But unlike 12 months ago, when Verstappen delivered a much- 
needed win ina close contest to maintain his points advantage 
after arun of Mercedes success, this was his seventh in eight and 
23th of the 2022 campaign. It clinched Red Bull’s constructors’ 
crown regardless of what happened with Haas’s pious protest of 
Sergio Perez’s damaged RB18, which was in any case thrown out. 

The win ties Verstappen with Michael Schumacher and 
Sebastian Vettel on F1’s single-season victory record that he seems 
destined to eclipse given there are still three races left and he isa 
previous winner at every remaining venue. His Austin triumph 
had an air of inevitability that echoed wins from the Schumacher, 
Vettel and Hamilton eras of domination. It was also a fitting tribute 
to Red Bull co-founder and patriarch Dietrich Mateschitz. 

The twist was Mercedes and not Ferrari providing the closest 
opposition. The silver squad came within seven laps of scoringa 
first victory since that disgraceful inaugural Jeddah race in 
December last year. With a healthy lead and seemingly more 


“On paper, Mexico looks good, 
our draggy car should be 
effective in the thin air” 


durable tyre, the circumstances looked tailored for a Hamilton win, 
but Verstappen rallied and wrested back the spoils, his medium 
rubber actually turning out to be the superior choice. 

Afterwards, Hamilton effectively declared Mercedes’ hopes 
of winning with the recalcitrant W13 to be over. Ifno victory is 
forthcoming, 2022 will be the first season in Hamilton’s Fi career 
in which he hasn’t taken at least one. “I think we really need to be 
realistic,’ he said of Mercedes possibly winning in Mexico, Brazil 
or Abu Dhabi.“The Red Bull has been the fastest car by far all 
year. And it is still the fastest car. Honestly, I think this was 
our best [shot at winning ].” 

Hamilton is right to be realistic. He entered F1 at the end of the 
Schumacher era, and has competed through Vettel’s and his own 
periods of sustained success — he knows how things go. And those 


were pre-cost-cap ages, where Mercedes might have been able to 
radically alter its 2022 package to go from also-ran to winner as 
Hamilton’s McLaren squad famously didin 2009. 

After dominating the early stages at Austin, Verstappen had 
plenty thrown at him. Yet he still won. He defeated Hamilton ina 
manner the Briton made familiar in recent seasons. And Hamilton 
is something of an Austin specialist — the only time he has been 
beaten there by ateam-mate is when Valtteri Bottas won in 2019. 
Ifhe couldn’t win there, where could he? 

But perhaps here we might even consider that, as good as 
Hamilton was last weekend, Austin may not even have been the 
place where Mercedes’ chances of snatching a win were greatest 
given how Verstappen had things under control before his botched 
second pitstop. It was surely Zandvoort, with Mercedes’ stunning 
pace on the shock one-stopper, where the Silver Arrows had its 
best chance dashed by the late-race neutralisations. 

But there is yet hope for Mercedes. Brazil and Abu Dhabi might 
be tricky, but Mexico this weekend is what’s really interesting. 

Remember how, every time F1 would visit the Mexico City park 
track in the previous part of the turbo-hybrid era, it was generally 
considered‘Red Bull territory’? That centred on the city’s altitude 
— 7350ft above sea level. In such thin air, Red Bull’s previous high- 
rake concept was boosted, because the extra drag it naturally 
created was negated by the conditions. 

Monaco-specification downforce packages are common in 
Mexico for this reason. But that doesn’t mean Ferrari can assume 
it will set the pace andrun Red Bull close given the F1-75’s high- 
downforce capability, since the altitude reduces outright 
downforce levels, with the lower air density meaning the cars are 
not pushed into the track as strongly as elsewhere. Plus, the Honda 
engine has always gone well in Mexico and the track has that very 
long main straight — sure to aid Verstappen and home hero Perez. 

But where the W13’s additional drag levels hurt Hamilton in his 
bid to keep Verstappen behind late in the Austin race to the tune of 
5.7mph through the speed trap, the high altitude will reduce that 
penalty considerably. Addin Mercedes’ feeling that its Austin 
upgrade aimed at data-gathering for 2023 was a decent step — 
despite the new front wing never destined to be run until this 
weekend in Mexico possibly needing tweaks to be ruled legal — 
and it has reason to be optimistic, not pessimistic, heading 
into the second event of this double-header. 

“On paper, Mexico looks good, our draggy car should be 
effective in the thin air and it is good that it is coming,” 
concluded Mercedes boss Toto Wolffin Austin. “I 
hope we can give them arun for their money.’ # 


© Pic UNITED STATES GP REPORT 


27 OCTOBER 2022) AUIOSPORI.COM 13 


“AUTOSPORT 


INTERNATIONAL 


NEC BRN Gigees™| 


12-15 JANUARY 2023 


IZ1S"VANUARY 2023 TRADE |s4e JANUAR Y= 2025 PUBETC 


DAVE THE DATE 


*AUTOSPORT “AUTOSPORT “AUTOSPORT 

ENGINEERING THE RACING PERFORMANCE & TUNING 

SHOW CAR SHOW CAR SHOW 
12-13 JANUARY 2023 12-15 JANUARY 2023 12-15 JANUARY 2023 

TRADE ONLY T Rid ENP PUBL iC ee = > UNSC 


[UROPE’S LARGEST or 
MOTORSPORT = - aa 


OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


I would like to see more Formula 1 teams and drivers, giving a better 


chance for talented youngsters. Three cars per team maybe? 


ANDY PAGET 


Remembering motorsport’s great Austrians 

The untimely passing of Dietrich Mateschitz is an opportune 
time to reflect on how many Austrians have been in the top 
echelon of the motorsport fraternity in recent years. 

Mateschitz, in partnership with fellow Austrian Helmut Marko 
—aLe Mans winner and grand prix driver until a freak accident 
resulted in the loss of an eye — acquired the Minardi and Jaguar F1 
teams and oversaw their transformation into GP-winning Scuderia 
Toro Rosso, and multiple world champions Red Bull Racing. 

Three-time world champion Niki Lauda, teamed with fellow 
Austrian Toto Wolff, was instrumental in building the successes 
of the Mercedes Fi team, and overseeing the career of seven-time 
F1 world champion Lewis Hamilton. 

Another Austrian who has been a powerful influence in the 
development and progress of motorsport is GP winner Gerhard 
Berger, who is now steering DTM into anew and successful period. 
David Oliver 
Via email 


There can never be too many F1 races 

I’m presuming that the correspondents from ‘Your Say’ over the 
last few weeks are true motorsport fans? If they are, how can they 
possibly say that there are too many grands prix! If, on the other 
hand, they are all Fi team personnel, I could well imagine that they 
think that there are too many GPs... but surely not as a fan. Do 

you hear football fans (of which I’m also one) saying there are 

too many matches? No! The team managers might though. 

For the grandad (I’m alsoa grandad) from Scotland who reckons 
that he shouldn’t be watching Fi for 24 weekends a year, I suggest 
that he records the coverage, keeps away from any sports reporting 
and then watches the race when the rest of the family have gone 
home or are doing other things. He says he’s been a fan from the 
early 1960s when there were fewer grands prix, granted, but there 
were quite anumber of non-championship Fi races, including at 
least three in the UK alone (Race of Champions at Brands Hatch, 
Daily Express Trophy at Silverstone and Oulton Park Gold Cup). 

The drivers would then disappear for the winter to compete in 
the Tasman series having already raced in many other categories 


% 
Important Austrians: J} 
Marko, Mateschitz 


throughout the year in Europe and beyond. Oh, for better TV 
coverage in those days! [had to rely on the excellent Autosport... 

As for F1 sprint races, I’m not their biggest fan; but for 
entertainment value (especially when at the circuit), 
much better than watching practice. 

I would like to see more teams though and/or more competing 
drivers, giving a better chance for the ultra-talented young 
drivers who currently do not make the final cut. Three cars 
per team maybe? That is all to do with money! 

Andy Paget 
Via email 


How to punish a cost-cap breach 

For a‘minor’ breach of the cost cap, ie less than 5%, I think the 
total points of drivers and constructors should be reduced by 
that same percentage for the year in whichit occurred and half 
that percentage for the following year. 

For example, if the cost cap was breached by 4%, the 2021 points 
of Verstappen and Perez would be reduced from 395.5 and1go to 
380 and 182, Red Bull from 586 to 562, and this year (after Japan) 
Verstappen and Perez to 359 and 2.48, Red Bull to 607. Would the 
2.021 drivers’ championship then go to Hamilton’s 387.5 points? 
Keith Ward 
London 


Have your say, get in touch 
Autosport editorial @ ef Fi | | 
Autosport Media UK Ltd 


1 Eton Street E-mail Visit our website Twitter Facebook Instagram YouTube 
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FORMULA 1 


VERSTAPPEN’S EMOTIONAL 
WIN IS FITTING TRIBUTE 


The double world champion took a record-equalling 13th win of the season despite 
a pitstop problem, following the death of Red Bull founder Dietrich Mateschitz 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 
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Number one: 
victory sealed Red 
Bull its first F1 
constructors’ title 
in nine years 


UNITED STATES GP 


xtremely happy to win on this difficult weekend for 
us. Ithink this was actually arace he would have loved 
to see.” A day on from the death of Red Bull co-founder 
Dietrich Mateschitz leaving Max Verstappen visibly 
shocked and upset following qualifying, the 
Dutchman was able to dedicate victory in the 

2.022 United States Grand Prix to his long-time 
benefactor. And he did it in style, recovering from 
abotched Red Bull pitstop to underline his 2022 
pedigree, although with atouch of 2021 essence 
sprinkled in since it was Lewis Hamilton and 
Mercedes that he defeated. 

Heading into the race, Ferrariand Carlos Sainz had 
represented the opposition after the Spaniard’s clean, calm final Q3 
flier had netted him pole position when Verstappen and Charles Leclerc 
made late errors. But the Italian squad’s victory hopes evaporated 
instantly at the start. With Leclerc starting 12th after taking yet more 
engine components past the permitted season allocation, Sainz’s was 
the sole red car at the front when the lights went out. He reacted fine, 
but wheelspin after the launch meant a delay in shooting up the hill to 
Turn 1, which left Verstappen pretty much unopposed running into the 
lead well before the braking zone for the famous left-hand hairpin. The 
pair briefly drifted close together before jinking away ahead of turn-in, 
with Sainz then sweeping sharply left from the outside line to try to 
rescue the situation, while Verstappen’s inside path meant the 
Red Bull ran wide and lacked momentum. 
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But Sainz had no idea what was coming next: George Russell’s nose 
clattered his left-rear and spun him tothe rear of the pack. “I didn’t get 
the best of starts,” said Sainz, who retired in the pits at the end of the first 
lap because the contact had ruptured a radiator and water was leaking. 
“Tthink Max got a really good one, because mine compared to Max 
wasn’t too bad. I was in the middle of a fight with Max, and suddenly 
came someone who wasn’t even in that fight and bumped into me...” 

The incident, for which Russell was handed a five-second penalty — 
he servedit at his first stop, dropping him out of contention — left 
Verstappen clear in the lead. He ended lap one of 56 with a1.3-second 
advantage over Hamilton, who had been running alongside Russell 
when his team-mate locked his left-front approaching the Turn1 
apex and slid clumsily into Sainz. 

Asanoted Austin specialist, this felt like Hamilton’s big chance — 
one that had already been boosted by Sergio Perez dropping back to 
ninth on the grid from fourth in qualifying for also getting another 
new internal combustion engine component at this event. But the 
Mercedes just couldn’t hang onto Verstappen in the early stages. Over 
the next 10 laps, he edged clear by 0.3s each time to builda lead of 4.4s. 
Here Mercedes acted, pulling Hamilton in to switch from the medium 
tyres on which all the leaders had started to take the hard rubber. 

“We were aggressive,’ Hamilton said of his team’s strategy calls, the 
Silver Arrows well aware of the undercut’s power ona high-energy, 
high- degradation venue. But the decision looked to have backfired 
when Hamilton emerged behind Perez, Lance Stroll, Leclerc and 
Sebastian Vettel, and Verstappen’s service for hard tyres at the end 


George Russell overcooks 
his braking and is heading 
for Ferrari calamity 
=e —~-_ : 


Still smoking, Russell 
ploughs on as frustrated 
Sainz faces the wrong way 


of the following tour was swift enough to get him back out with 5.7s in 
between the fierce 2021 title rivals. 

When Perez and Stroll pitted out of the way and Hamilton then 
cleared Vettel in Turn1on lap 16, Verstappen’s net lead stood at 6.38, 
which turned out to be the maximum for the day. This was because, 
although Leclerc still ran between the leaders, the complexion of the 
race was altered just five laps into Verstappen’s second stint. 

This was thanks to Valtteri Bottas losing the rear of his Alfa Romeo, 
caught out ina gust of wind at the penultimate corner while pushing 
too hard on mediums in 13th place as he gave close chase to Pierre 
Gasly. The Finn ended up beached in the gravel trap beyond the vast 
runoff. There was no crash, but his perilous position meant the safety 
car was called into action and Verstappen’s lead was instantly eroded. 

Leclerc, who’d had to stamp on the brakes at the first corner of the 
race to avoid the chaos unleashed by his spinning team-mate, had been 
battling up the order (including a stunning first-lap, Turn 5 double pass 
on Daniel Ricciardo and Fernando Alonso). He now pitted under the 
safety car. He gained 10s in the process, which meant he ran fourth 
behind Perez (who had been in the wars on lap one with Bottas and 


“SUDDENLY CAME SOMEONE 
WHO WASN'T EVEN IN THAT FIGHT 
AND BUMPED INTO ME...” 


Hopes of a second career 
_ win have been torpedoed 
by Russell’s first-turn error 
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thereafter seen off Lando Norris and the Astons) after rejoining. 

The race neutralisation lasted three laps, with Verstappen then acing 
the restart on lap 22 to again put Hamilton out of DRS threat. But the 
green flag racing didn’t last 12 corners before the race’s third major 
drama occurred. This was ultimately the biggest and may have 
implications for 2023 given the drivers involved: Alonso and 
his soon-to-be Aston Martin team-mate Lance Stroll. 

The Canadian hadrunas high as third by following Hamilton on the 
outside of Turnion lap one, before he’d fallen back behind Perez and 
Leclerc and then lost ground to team-mate Vettel by stopping just 
before the first safety car. And that all left him running just ahead of 
Alonso, who had been another to gain by stopping under the safety car. 

As Alonso chased Stroll onto the long back straight for the first time 
after the restart, he got a great run and was soon reaching the rear of the 
Aston Martin. Alonso left it until he was almost upon Stroll before 
jinking left to slipstream past. But when Stroll mirrored this a split- 
second later, it caused Alonso to crash skywards over the Aston’s 
left-rear. Stroll was sent spinning out of control and the race, while 
Alonso bounced heavily back down and glanced the barriers on the 
inside. The Alpine suffered remarkably little damage beyond a broken 
front wing andruined medium tyres, with Alonso able to charge back 
to finish seventh on the road following quick repairs in the pitlane. 

As we went to press, Alonso had been demoted to 15th in the slew of 
post-race penalties after his right-side mirror falling off late on was 

eemed “unsafe” by the FIA officials and stewards following arighteous 
protest by the Haas squad (more on that later). 
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That was all to come, but the wreckage and debris from Alonso’s 
crash with Stroll, who will take athree-place grid penalty at this 
weekend’s race in Mexico after being found at fault for the incident, 
had tobe cleared. This was done over three more laps behind the 
safety car, with the race restarting for a second time on lap 26. 

Again, Verstappen nailed the restart, but over the following phase of 
the race he couldn’t shake Hamilton as he had in the first stint. The gap 
between them did reach the two-second mark on lap 31, but after that 
Hamilton surged back towards the leader. Verstappen was finding 
things “a bit tricky with the wind” and also losing time with an engine 
“driveability” issue. “It was just a rotary change, which then influenced 
the throttle pickup a bit,” Verstappen explained of the temporary 
problem, exacerbated by the bumpy Austin track not helping him 
keep things stable when hitting the gas pedal. “It can happen, so 
we just went back to the other setting and it was a bit better.” 

Yet the gap was heading towards DRS range, and here again Mercedes 
made abold strategy call by pulling Hamilton in for a second time at the 
end of lap 34. Red Bull again moved to cover this aggression by pitting 
Verstappen the next time around, but here his race took on anew and 
briefly uncomfortable hue altogether. 

Not only was Verstappen’s left-front hard tyre slow in coming off, 
but the Red Bull mechanic at that corner struggled to tighten up the nut 
on his corresponding new medium. Verstappen was left stationary for 
anage — 11.18 asa second wheelgun was sought and the nut finally 
refitted.“That was a gun failure and these things unfortunately can 
happen,’ said Verstappen, who had initially let off“a lot of swear 
words’, feeling“very upset” as he traversed the pit exit. 

His fury was compounded by following Leclerc out of the pits, the 
Ferrari having stopped at the same time but from much further back. 
The previous 7.1s gap that Verstappen had built up over the Ferrari 
following the second restart was because of the seven laps Leclerc 
had spent chasing Perez, and his two attacks required to get ahead 
of the Mexican Red Bull driver. 

Leclerc’s initial attempt to pass at Turn 12 at the end of the back 
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straight on lap 29 had ended in failure when he ran deep and went into the 
runoff, with Perez locking up on the inside. But on the next lap he dived 
from further back to seize the advantage at the apex with the pass of the 
race, just squeezing his Ferrariinto a tiny window of remaining space. 

Leclerc chased after Verstappen and Hamilton, but was falling 
further away by the time he came in for his second stop. It is understood 
that Leclerc had been committed to trying an audacious strategy to 
overcome his grid drop had the first safety car period not happened, 
which was perhaps a one-stopper suggested in his “Consider Plan E” 
early radio call back to his team. 


“ONCE MAX WAS PAST CHARLES 
AND HE COULDNT FIGHT BACK, IT 
WAS JUST WAITING TO HAPPEN” 


Not that it mattered now, because the circumstances had come to 
Leclerc and Hamilton, the Briton easily moving into the lead thanks 
to Verstappen’s delay, just when it looked like his second undercut 
attempt might pay off anyway. With just over a third of the race still to 
go at the end of Leclerc’s and Verstappen’s completion of their final 
out-laps, the stage was set for a tantalising climax. 

Once again, the 2021 title protagonists were set to duel on track, with 
Hamilton in the season’s clear third-best package yet enjoying a 4.6s 
net lead (Perez and Vettel were still yet to pit for a second time, with the 
soon-to-retire German also later losing out toa slow left-front switch 
at Aston after he’d pleasingly led for two laps). 

For three tours, Verstappen chased Leclerc, finally mounting amove 
on the inside of Turn 1on lap 39. But he went in too hot and the Ferrari 
was able to cut back and shoot ahead again. Not that Leclerc’s defence 
lasted much longer, because Verstappen then swept past with DRS 
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Leclerc pulled off he 


A first win of 2022? Not 
quite, but Mercedes 
showed Siem, Showed progress 
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down the back straight — his speed trap best was 4.7mph faster than his 
redrival’s, and 5.7mphup on Hamilton’s top speed there too. 

Verstappen now faced a 4.6s deficit to Hamilton, which was 2.5s six 
laps later. “It felt like they couldn’t really eke out enough [pace], and1 
felt that [the win was on],” Mercedes motorsport boss Toto Wolff said 
of this moment. Hamilton felt likewise: “For a second, Ithought maybe 
we might just be able to hold onto it...” 

But this is Verstappen and Red Bull in 2022. The problem had been 
that he’d let his mediums “just run really hot” in his efforts to get ahead 
of Leclerc.“They were also new, so they still needed to come up to 
temperature,’ Verstappen said, meaning he’d stressed the mediums 
when they needed to be brought in gently as he had done so well in the 
first stint.“Then being behind the car in high-speed corners, you have 
to turn always a bit more, which is not great for the tyre...” 

But once he was in clear air in the gap to Hamilton, Verstappen was 
able to give his rubber a breather. This created the impression that he 
might come up short and Mercedes could clinch its first win in nearly 
a year, but in fact this was one of two factors in his eventual victory 
given it meant he could recover his tyre management plan and 
home back in on Hamilton. 

The other was actually totally out of Verstappen’s control and 
centred on apre-race Mercedes call. This was to use all but one set 
of new medium tyres in practice, leaving it with no other option for 
Hamilton but to go for the white-walled C2 hard compound again 
for the final stint. It just wasn’t fast enough, and Verstappen’s 
mediums “just lasted long enough to the end”. 

Red Bull had put him on that rubber at his long second service based 
on his feedback from early in the second stint and his clear struggles on 
the hards.“We were probably more competitive on the medium than 
we were on the hard,’ said Red Bull team boss Christian Horner. 

Meanwhile, Mercedes “simply didn’t have any mediums any more’, 
said Wolff.“ [Lewis was] still holding on to a potential win, it felt 
feasible at that stage,” he added.“But once Max was past Charles and he 
couldn’t fight back, Ithink it was just waiting for [defeat] to happen.” >> 
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Something had been bothering Carlos Sainz. Of his two 
previous poles, Spa had come via default (Max Verstappen 
untouchable but facing an engine-penalty grid drop) and 
Silverstone, while still a mighty first career achievement, had 
been in the wet with Charles Leclerc and Verstappen making 
errors. And four times before last weekend, Sainz had got 
within 0.1 seconds of a genuine dry-weather pole. 

He banished that in Austin qualifying, defeating those 
stunning qualifiers Leclerc and Verstappen with a “clean lap” 
of fine judgement in tricky, windy conditions. 

After Sainz had topped Q1 and Leclerc had led the way in 
Q2, the Monegasque set the pace on the first Q3 runs. His 
1m34.624s put him top by 0.159s over Sainz, with Verstappen 
down in fourth behind Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton, who would 
not improve his personal best in the second runs, grappling 
oversteer that plagued him throughout qualifying. 

Of the three main contenders - Sergio Perez ended up 
fourth but 0.3s behind - Leclerc led the way for the final fliers. 
He flung his F1-75 into each apex of the Esses, his aggression 
searing. But he would pay. Slight wheelspin out of Turn 11 
running onto the back straight didn’t help, nor did a big 
sideways moment through Turn 14. But it was two big 
oversteer snaps out of the final corner, forcing him to briefly 
step off the gas to avoid spinning, that explained why his 
1m34.421s would end up 0.065s short of first position. 


Sainz treated the Esses 
Bete ner secs a SAINE TREATED) 

is paid him back later. He 
avoided wheel-spinning onto THE ESSES KERBS 
the back straight and was left WITH MORE 
to correct just one oversteer RESPECT. THIS 
moment out of the final 
corner, his soft tyres with PAID HIM BACK i: 

LATER IN THE LAP 


just that bit more life left. 
The result was a 1m34.356s 

and pole. “Great to get [that dry pole],” he said. “Get 

that out of the way.” 

Verstappen might have stopped Sainz. Red Bull had been 
struggling to generate front tyre temperature as quickly as 
Ferrari and was trying various fixes even in Q3. After his 
opening run on scrubbed softs had left him gripless at Turn 1 
and sliding wide over the remaining bumps on that resurfaced 
area, he “just wanted to try something different”. 

This took the form of an extra preparation lap at slow speed 
to bring the fragile rubber in with additional energy from 
another 3.4 miles. It looked to be working - Verstappen was 
0.177s up on Sainz after two sectors - but “big oversteer in 
the second-to-last corner” forced a massive right-hand-down 
correction and he ended up 0.092s adrift. 
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TRACKSIDE VIEW 


Certain places on the Formula 1 
calendar reveal just how mighty 
the new ground-effects cars are 
through fast corners. Austin 

has the perfect spot. 

It’s on the outside of the Esses 
complex - specifically looking up 
the track through the super-fast, 
flowing corners of Turns 3, 4and 5, 
with the opening apex of the longer 
Turn 6 right folding around our 
vantage point. We’ve come here 
because Kevin Magnussen reckons 
Turn 5 is “where we pull the 
most lateral G of any corner 
of the year”, but the whole 
sequence is revealing. 

For a start, the crowd packing 
the dusty grass bank behind us 
indicates who has the Texan 
support. Lewis Hamilton and Max 
Verstappen get cheers respecting 
their positions as recently crowned 
world champions, but Sergio Perez 
gets the loudest reception during 
the early installation laps. Logan 
Sargeant, in for Nicholas Latifi 
at Williams for FP1, needs a 
bigger profile even among 
home fans ahead of his 2023 
race debut, it seems. 

From ears, now to eyes. Even on 
the harder compounds run at the 
start of the 60-minute session, the 
drivers are attacking. None more 
so, it seems, than the Alpine pair 
- Fernando Alonso and Esteban 
Ocon are hurling their A522s 
through this sequence, their 
machines badly bottoming out 
exiting Turns 3 and 5. 

Verstappen is clearly eyeing his 
regular 2022 trick of going straight 


Drivers pull the most 
lateral G of the season 
here, says Magnussen 
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DRS DETECTION 


“VERSTAPPEN IS ON 

IT, BUT CATCHING A 
WOBBLE MEANS HE’S 
FORCED TO BACK OUT” 


to the top of the times with his first 
practice lap. But that would have 
been missed even if Antonio 
Giovinazzi hadn’t crashed 
Magnussen’s Haas in a poor 
mistake caught out in a gust 
entering Turn 6 seconds after the 
Red Bull had flashed past. While 
Giovinazzi snaps sideways and 
briefly gets trapped in the barriers 
ona slow tour, Verstappen is on it 
— but catching a wobble at the 


entry to Turn 6 means he’s 
forced to back out. 

After the red flag, he adjusts 
his approach. Each time down 
Verstappen is gliding in between 
Turns 5 and 6, holding his speed 
with gentle steering inputs. Perez 
and the Ferrari drivers (Robert 
Shwartzman aboard Charles 
Leclerc’s F1-75) can’t do this - 
they instead shift down a gear and 
then attack the inside of Turn 6. 

The AlphaTauri drivers are riding 
the kerbs harder and further than 
other drivers, the ATO3s fully 
compliant over the rumbles. Theo 
Pourchaire is much more timid - 
visibly slower each time through 
in Valtteri Bottas’s Alfa Romeo. 


= neil | Me 
153/4499 41324 


10 
DRS DETECTION 


The Alpines remain the most 
exciting to watch even on the soft 
tyres, although Ocon’s adjustments 
mean he’s soon only striking the 
ground out of Turn 5 judging by the 
remaining sparks coming from the 
loaded front-right side. Alonso 
keeps zipping through hanging 
onto his wild, bucking blue 
machine thrillingly. 

Every bump, every slide - it’s so 
fast and stunning even from across 
the vast Stars-and-Stripes runoff, 
which make this place less 
stimulating for the drivers than 
Suzuka last time out. But a perfect 
place to watch the latest F1 designs 
do their best work. 

ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


REDBULE. 


Verstappen took a total of 10 laps to get within DRS range of 
regaining a lead that had for so long been his. Once he was, at the end of 
lap 49, he pounced quickly. The world champion dived to the inside of 
Turn 12 froma long way back on the 5oth tour, with Hamilton initially 
swinging across before turning right and out of likely contact. He 
believed he could power back past Verstappen with a better exit, which 
worked, but only enough to get his nose fractionally ahead. With 
Verstappen on the inside for Turn 13, Hamilton had to cede the place, 
which Verstappen sealed cannily by sitting on the two apexes of 
the quickly arriving Turn 15 and holding Hamilton up. 

“The track really lets you do that because it’s quite wide,” Verstappen 
said of his tactics in the post-race press conference.“ These kind of 
corners, you can really brake deep into the corner, and then the other 
car can come back at you in the exit, especially from 12 to15. One car 
can go really tight and defend, the other one can really open it up. 

I think it was good racing.” 


“DIETRICH WOULD HAVE ENJOYED 
THAT RAGE FROM ABOVE — TO SEE 
US OVERTAKE MERCEDES AND WIN" 


Just like old times... well, 
2021. Hamilton couldn’t 
hold off Verstappen 
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UNITED STATES GP 


Red Bull honoured their 
late boss in a style he 


would have appreciated 


“His pace, obviously, at the back end of the stint was then strong 
enough to really take it to Lewis, who looked like he was sliding the car, 
pushing very hard,” added Horner.“So, it was a game of patience. Max 
was able to quickly get his frustration under control leaving the pitlane 
and not cook the tyres but bring them in, make the pass on Charles 
and then hunt down Lewis. And the one opportunity he had was 
decisive and he got the job done.” 

There was a final, slightly unedifying coda to come, which was both 
leaders earning black-and-white-flag warnings from the FIA for track- 
limits transgressions. But neither picked up a penalty once they’d 
reached that threshold and, when Hamilton finally lost DRS on lap 53, 
the game was up. Verstappen pulled clear and eventually won by 5.0s. 
Leclerc completed the podium only 0.8s clear of Perez at the flag, 
explaining that Ferrari had “suffered a little bit too much tyre 
degradation to fight for higher [places]” yet again. 

Perez had also been flying late on, eventually benefiting from Red 
Bull altering his front-wing flaps to make things easier with his right- 
side front-wing endplate missing, after the early contact with Bottas. 

Haas, which had been ordered to pit Kevin Magnussen for repairs 
when he had endplate damage in Canada, Hungary and Singapore, 
protested Perez’s result, so incensed was it at the apparent lack of 
consistency. But the stewards were satisfied that there was no case to 
answer (Alonso losing his right-side mirror and carrying on was judged 
unsafe and worth penalising, which Alpine now disputes) and FIA 
technical delegate Jo Bauer declared Perez’s “car was not in an unsafe 
condition”. This was based on pictures Red Bull had sent him mid-race. 

But even if Perez had somehow lost the 12 points he’d scored for 
fourth, it would not have stopped Red Bull sealing an emotional 
constructors’championship. It ultimately did so in very Mateschitz 
style — team members wearing light blue jeans instead of their usual 
deep blue trousers in homage to his regular look, eschewing black 
armbands and sombre moods for wild celebrations. 

“Tthink Dietrich would have 
quite enjoyed that race from 
above — to see us overtaking 
Mercedes with six laps to go and 
win the constructors’ title,” 
concluded Horner.“I think he 
would have been very proud 
about that race.” 


NEXT Fl REPORT 


3 NOVEMBER ISSUE 
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ALONSO STAYS CALM 
OVER STROLL CRASH 


Fernando Alonso was not his usual 
outspoken self when reflecting on his 
scary collision while fighting for 
seventh with Lance Stroll on lap 22. 

Perhaps in deference of a move to 
Aston Martin for 2023 when Stroll’s 
father will be paying his wages, 
Alonso reckoned the shunt was a 
“racing incident” only. 

The stewards disagreed. For moving 
into the path of the chasing Alpine, 
which sent Alonso into a wheelie 
before he slammed into the barriers, 
Stroll now carries a three-place grid 
penalty over to this week’s Mexican 
Grand Prix. As per the FIA decision, 
the Canadian was adjudged to have 
made a “late move in reacting to the 
overtaking attempt by [Alonso]”. 

Incredibly, Alonso was able to nurse 
the car back to the pits, stop for a 
front-wing change and new rubber 
before emerging in 17th. He then 
kept climbing to seventh place at the 
flag. But he would ultimately cop a 
controversial 30-second penalty for 
racing with a loose wing mirror, 
which dropped him to 15th. 

Referring to the crash only, Alonso 
said: “We moved basically at the same 
time to the left, and that was the 
trigger of everything. So, I think it 
was a very unfortunate moment for 
everyone. I think we saw the incident 
with the same eyes. Our sporting 
directors, they see it with 
completely different eyes!” 
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Russell apologises to Sainz 
for first-corner collision 


George Russell swiftly made his way 
over to the Ferrari hospitality suite 
to apologise to Carlos Sainz after he 
turned around the polesitter at the 
first corner and eliminated him from 
the United States Grand Prix. 

The Spaniard had lost out to Max 
Verstappen off the line and, as Russell 
defended against Mercedes team-mate 
Lewis Hamilton into the uphill 
left-hander, he clattered into the back of 
the Ferrari. The F1-75 was retired later 
that lap with a subsequent water leak. 
The stewards handed Russell a five- 
second penalty for his efforts before 
he was further stymied with lasting 
front-wing damage that left him 
uncomfortable all afternoon. 

“Firstly, apologies to Carlos,” said 
Russell. “When I was attacking into 
Turn 1, and I saw he was on the outside 
of Max, I was expecting him to try to 
hold it around the outside. As soon as 
I recognised he was trying to cut back 


— 


underneath Max, I had already 
committed to my braking zone, 

and contact was inevitable. But as a 
driver you need to be aware of those 
possibilities of the cars ahead. If he 
was holding it around the outside of 
Max for sure I would’ve been fine, as 
I was battling with Lewis, not with 
those cars ahead.” 

Despite the tatty front wing, Russell 
did persevere to snare fastest lap and 
finish in fifth place. Expanding on the 
damage, he continued: “Initially we 
didn’t think there was much, but I’ve 
got to say it was probably the worst 
Sunday of my year. I was sort of 
nowhere with regards to the pace. It 
was a bit all over the place — the balance 
was inconsistent through the stint, 
and through the lap.” 

As an unintended consequence, 
Russell built his lead over Sainz from 
five to 16 points in the run for fourth 
in the drivers’ standings. 


By how much Pierre Gasly fell short of serving his 
5s pitstop penalty for falling too far behind the 
safety car. The front axle was lifted after only 4.54s 
and the rear jacked 0.2s before time. 
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Norris grabs 
sixth to close 
gap on Alpine 


Lando Norris helped McLaren slash the 
gap to Alpine to six points in the hotly 
contested battle for fourth place in the 
constructors’ championship as the Briton 
brought his battled-scarred MCL36 
home in sixth place. 

The Briton had to back out of it on the 
exit of Turn 1 to avoid a spinning Carlos 
Sainz and slipped behind Sebastian Vettel. 
His front-left assembly was then 
shredded in the shower of carbonfibre 
created by Fernando Alonso and Lance 
Stroll scarily coming together. But Norris 
eventually fought past the recovering 
Spaniard to pip the Alpine on the road 
before Alonso was handed his 30s penalty. 

Having converted sixth on the grid, 
Norris said: “Races like these are more 
enjoyable compared to just being on 
your own, even though it’s a lot tougher. 
It was very enjoyable, especially the 
race with Fernando.” 


UNITED STATES GP RACE CENTRE 


Magnussen scores, then 
calls for rules consistency 


Kevin Magnussen was back in the 
points for the first time since July’s 
Austrian Grand Prix when the Dane 
was classified in eighth place. He did 
gain a spot thanks to the 30s penalty 
handed to Fernando Alonso for racing 
on with a flapping mirror — a 
reprimand initiated by Magnussen’s 
own Haas team. 

After Magnussen was given the 
black-and-orange flag to pit for a bent 
front-wing endplate in Singapore, to 
go with his similar cautions in Canada 
and Hungary, Haas protested the 
results of Alonso and Red Bull’s 
Sergio Perez for their continuing with 
loose bodywork. While the Perez 
protest was thrown out because the 


Q&A 


stewards were sent photos of the 
RBi8 and deemed it safe, Alonso felt 
the full force of the law. But Alpine 
has appealed the decision and its case 
will be heard today (Thursday). 

Magnussen reckoned it was not 
about targeting any one team or 
driver but encouraging stewarding 
consistency. “I fully get the argument 
that these parts can fly off and be 
dangerous,” he said. “But if they’re 
going to black-and-orange-flag me 
three times, then it’s very frustrating 
to see people have loose parts on their 
cars today and not get the flag. I don’t 
really care which direction they take, 
as long as they take a direction and 
stay there consistently.” 


SEBASTIAN 
VETTEL 

ASTON MARTIN 
DRIVER 


You had great pace but 

a slow second stop 

meant you didn’t 

score more. How 

do you feel? 

That’s a very German way to look 
at it - | agree. Without the slow 
pitstop, we would have scored 
double the points. In return, at 
least | had a fun race at the end, 
and we could recover some 
places. The positive is the points 
and the fact that the pace was 


quite strong in the race. 
We’ve looked after the 
tyres well, but | don’t 
think that’s the main 
factor. It was a total 
surprise to be faster 
than McLaren 

and Alpine. 


Is this race and your 
battle with Kevin Magnussen 
going to be something 
you’ ll miss? 
| enjoyed it a lot. Obviously, 
you’re racing for P8 and not for 
P1, 2, 3. Unfortunately, we didn’t 
have the pace down the straights 
to just pass comfortably, so | had 


to try something unusual, either 


on the brakes or in unusual spots. 


| did and it worked most of the 
time. | had some fun and tight 
battles, especially with Kevin 
at the end. 


Can you talk us through the 
moves you made around the 
outside of Turns 16-18? 

It’s on the limit and the problem 
is the other car doesn’t really see 
you at that point. It’s a bit of a 
surprise. With Kevin, | thought, 
‘’m not sure whether he sees me 
or pushes me right to the edge. 
But he just left enough. It was 
getting bumpy and dirty as well 


out there. | had a big moment, 

a snap and locked up all four 
wheels over the bump heading 
into Turn 19. | wasn’t sure that | 
was going to make it... Very much 
on the limit but good fun. 


Does that battle in any way 
make you regret the decision 
to retire? 

No. Obviously, | will miss these 
moments. That’s not a secret. But 
| did think long and hard about 
making the decision and | also 
thought about these moments. 
| will miss the adrenalin. Other 
parts of me are looking forward 
to what’s coming. 
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UNITED STATES GP TECH 


DRAWING BOARD 


GIORGIO PIOLA 


MERCEDES 
SLOT-GAP SEPARATORS ON 
WINGS LED TO FIA FROWNS 


MERCEDES WING FINS 
ATTRACT ATTENTION 


Mercedes continued its pursuit of performance 
at the United States Grand Prix, adding upgrades 
to its W13 in its aspirations to claim an elusive 
win with its recalcitrant car. New additions to 
the floor were made to increase the overall load 
produced, particularly with regards to the 
diffuser area and floor edge wings, but the 
biggest area of interest was a series of fins 
perched upon the front wing. 

Positioned along the upper two flaps, 
Mercedes was keen to stress that the fins were 
a collection of new slot-gap separators to 
improve rigidity, but this was not looked upon 
too favourably by the FIA - although Mercedes 
later said that it was not supposed to be run 
until this week’s Mexican GP anyway. “I think 
the gain for those bits is so small, is it worth 
the risk of falling foul of the stewards?” said 
technical director Mike Elliott. 


Teams often like to use the slot-gap 
separators to direct the airflow over the wing 
outwards, but the new separators are much 
more aggressive in that regard. Judging by 
the shape and position of them, there could 
be multiple reasons for Mercedes’ willingness 
to use them, which plays into the revisions 
across the rest of the wing. 

The outboard part of the wing also received 


Alpine introduced further revisions 
to its floor, which it stated would 
be the final alteration to that part 
of the car for the season, although 
both new designs were allocated 
to Esteban Ocon for the weekend. 
The design includes an 
additional winglet to the floor’s 
edge to improve airflow to the 
diffuser and inside shoulder of 
the tyre, a minor update to the 
Suzuka-spec floor. But, relative 
to team-mate Fernando Alonso, 
Ocon struggled in qualifying and 
was a high-profile casualty in 
Q1 - although Alpine sporting 


TO FLOOR ON OCON’S CAR 


changes to reduce the overall wing camber, 
which the pre-weekend technical notes said 
“reduces wing tip loading, improving onset flow 
to the front drum deflector, which in turn 
improves tyre squirt management and flow to 
the rear of the car”. The added fins can enhance 
that flow pattern, but should also be able to 
generate some vorticity to energise the flow. 
JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


ALPINE GIVES NEW FLOOR TO OCON 


director Alan Permane was keen 
to point out that the team did 
not suspect the floor was behind 
those struggles. 

“It’s very small refinement of 
that [Suzuka] floor and all the 
data looks absolutely fine on it,” 
said Permane. “We’re 99% sure 
[Ocon’s struggles were not 
connected]. We’re obviously 
looking at everything with 
a fine-tooth comb. But, honestly, 
the car looks like it’s working 
fine. It was really tricky out there, 
and maybe that played a part.” 
JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 
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wet=ae. 19 Tsunoda #22 tire. 17Latifi#6 =, “5 15 Ricciardo #3 ve=ae. 13 Magnussen —_ 11 Gasly #10 
1m37.147s > 137.2445 MM. 177 37.046s 1m36.949s 1m36.740s 


A v A ¥ A v A v A v 


20 Ocon #31 « ea = 18 Zhou #24 a Schumacher #47 2-0. 14 Alonso #14 ‘G- 12 Leclerc #16 « ea = 
1m37.068s 1m36.970s 1m37.111s 1m35.876s Caro. 1m34.421s 


FREE PRACTICE 1 FREE PRACTICE 2 FREE PRACTICE 3 SEASON STATS 


POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME 
1 Sainz 1m36.857s 1 Leclerc 1m36.810s 1 Verstappen 1m35.825s EDR ae auenie PTS sated aN 
2  Verstappen 1m37.081s 2  Bottas 1m37.525s 2 Leclerc 1m36.145s 1 Verstappen 391 1 fT 
3 Hamilton 1m37.332s 3 Ricciardo 1m37.627s 3 Sainz 1m36.271s punilcclere 267 1 1 
4 Stroll 1m37.460s 4 Sainz 1m38.232s 4 Perez 1m36.397s 5: iPerez 265 l l 
5 Perez 1m37.515s 5 Schumacher = 1m39.507s 5 Hamilton 1m36.401s 4 Russell 218 ) 1 
6 Alonso 1m37.713s 6 Norris 1m39.547s 6 Alonso 1m36.928s 5 Sainz 202 l l 
7 Russell 1m37.802s 7 Verstappen 1m39.575s 7 Russell 1m37.064s Bulliamilton 198 ) 3 
8 Gasly 1m37.810s 8 Hamilton 1m39.698s 8 Vettel 1m37.151s 7 Norris 109 3 3 
9 Norris 1m37.856s 9 Gasly 1m39.840s 9 Stroll 1m37.215s Ruocan 79 4 5 
10 Vettel 1m38.041s 10 Perez 1m39.852s 10 Gasly 1m37.290s 6 Alonse 65 5 2 
11 Ocon 1m38.102s 11 Magnussen 1m40.084s 11 Bottas 1m37.310s 10 Bottas 46 5 5 
12 Zhou 1m38.276s 12 Tsunoda 1m40.178s 12 Norris 1m37.449s 11 Vettel 38 6 9 
13 Albon 1m38.422s 13 Russell 1m40.562s 13. Ocon 1m37.468s ionnicciande 29 & 6 
14 Tsunoda 1m38.898s 14 Zhou 1m40.664s 14 Magnussen 1m37.519s 13 Magnussen 26 5 4 
15 Schumacher = 1m38.922s 15 Stroll 1m40.806s 15 Ricciardo 1m37.622s 14 Gasly 23 5 6 
16 Shwartzman == 1m38.951s 16 Ocon 1m41.310s 16 Tsunoda 1m37.888s 15 Stroll 13 6 7 
17 ~Palou 1m39.911s 17 Alonso 1m41.334s 17 Albon 1m37.904s 16. Tsunoda 13 F 8 
18 Pourchaire 1m40.175s 18 Albon 1m41.853s 18 Latifi 1m38.028s 17 ‘Schumacher 12 6 6 
19 Sargeant 1m40.325s 19 Vettel 1m41.857s 19 Schumacher 1m38.132s 18 Zhou 6 8 9 
20 Giovinazzi 1m43.063s 20 Latifi 1m42.317s 20 Zhou 1m39.735s 19 Albon 4 9 9 
WEATHER Sunny, air 29-31C track 39-40C WEATHER Dusk, air 28-31C track 30-37C WEATHER Sunny, air 30-31C track 39-40C 20 Latifi 2 9 10 
RACE BRIEFING - FP1 ROBERT SHWARTZMAN replaced Leclerc at Ferrari; ALEX PALOU replaced Ricciardo at McLaren; THEO POURCHAIRE 21 deVries 2 9 13 
replaced Bottas at Alfa Romeo; LOGAN SARGEANT replaced Latifi at Williams; ANTONIO GIOVINAZZI replaced at Magnussen at Haas 22 Hulkenberg 0 12 17 
CONSTRUCTORS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
SPEED TRAP (QUALIFYING) 1 RedBull 656 
2 Ferrari 469 
Red Bull 203.0mph 3 Mercedes 416 
Ce eae 200.8mph festa Sentnine cae 
Ferrari 200.1mph 5 McLaren 138 
Alpine 199.7mph 6 Alfa Romeo by) 
Haas 199.0mph 7 Aston Martin 51 
McLaren 199.0mph 8 Haas 38 
nee ERE en = ptaTeun 36 
Aston Martin 196.3mph 10 Williams 8 
QUALIFYING BATTLE 
Hamilton 11 6 Russell 
QUALIFYING 1 QUALIFYING 2 QUALIFYING 3 VEreN ap PSUR ay Lammas natal 
POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME Leclerc a2 = mas 
1 Sainz 1m35.297s 1 Leclerc 1m35.246s 1 Sainz 1m34.356s Bleciando i aisINOss 
2 Leclerc 1m35.795s 2  Verstappen 1m35.294s 2 Leclerc 1m34.421s sonse : sal 
3 Verstappen 1m35.864s 3 Sainz 1m35.590s 3 Verstappen 1m34.448s Gasly a0 Zenlsunode 
4 Hamilton 1m36.148s 4 Russell 1m35.692s 4 Perez 1m34.645s yee mad 7 ey 
5 Perez 1m36.163s 5 Hamilton 1m35.732s 5 Hamilton 1m34.947s Sill Sue bukenbers 
6 Russell 1m36.195s 6 Perez 1m35.864s 6 Russell 1m34.988s mould 2 iene 
7 Alonso 1m36.446s 7 Alonso 1m35.988s 7 Stroll 1m35.598s aul a 1 igeveles 
8 Norris 1m36.465s 8 Stroll 1m36.032s 8 Norris 1m35.690s Zhou Se 
9  Gasly 1m36.577s 9 Bottas 1m36.321s 9 Alonso 1m35.876s Papnuseen + = Schumacher 
10 Zhou 1m36.656s 10 Norris 1m36.341s 10 Bottas 1m36.319s WINS Sessionsignoredwhena 
drivercouldnotrecorda 
11 Vettel 1m36.695s 11 Albon 1m36.368s WEATHER Dusk, clear, air 30-32C Verstappen 13 representative time 
12 Bottas 1m36.746s 12 Vettel 1m36.398s track 31-38C Leclerc 3 
13 Tsunoda 1m36.808s 13 Gasly 1m36.740s Perez BES TESTES 
14 Stroll 1m36.860s 14 Zhou 1m36.970s NEXT RACE Sainz 1 hehe ; 
15 Albon 1m36.932s 15 Tsunoda 1m37.147s 30 OCTOBER BOIEPOCITIONS pases 3 
16 Magnussen 1m36.949s MEXICAN GP Leclerc 9 amilton 2 
17 Ricciardo 1m37.046s nrc Verstappen 5 Russell 2 
18 Ocon 1m37.068s Sainz 3 Sainz 2 
19 Schumacher = 1m37.111s La Perez il Norris 1 
20 _Latifi 1m37.244s Russell 1 Zhou 1 
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Motorsport Stats is the pre-eminent provider of motorsport data to media owners, rights-holders, 
bookmakers and sponsors. Its data services are founded on the world’s largest repository of racing 


results dating back to 1897. For more information contact sales@motorsportstats.com 


STARTING GRID — 


Qatar. 9 Perez #11 Scliere. 7 Bottas #77 @t2re. 5 Stroll #18 ——— 3 Hamilton #44 a 1 Sainz #55 
1M34.645s 1M36.319s 1Mm35.598s 1M34.947s 1M34.356s 
A v A v A v A v A v 

10 Vettel #5 @aliere. 8 Albon #23 iar. 6 Norris #4 Qatio 4 Russell #63 — 2 Verstappen #1 @mlikren 
1M36.398s “ 1M36.368s > 1Mm35.690s as 1M34.988s 1M34.448s aie 
ROUND 19/22 (56 LAPS - 191.63 MILES) 
POS DRIVER TEAM FINISHTIME LED TYRES POS DRIVER TIME GAP LAP 
1  MaxVerstappen (nip) Red Bull 1h42m11.687s 40 Mn,Hn,Mn Russell 1m38.788s - 56 
2 Lewis Hamilton (csr) Mercedes +5.023s 9 Mn, Hn, Hn 2  Verstappen 1m39.541s +0.753s 37 
3  CharlesLeclerc(mco) Ferrari +7.501s 1 Mn,Hn,Mn 3 Perez 1m39.563s +0.775s 44 
4 Sergio Perez (MEX) Red Bull +8.293s 4 Mn,Hn,Mn 4 Leclerc 1m39.731s +0.943s 37 
5 George Russell (cer) Mercedes +44.815s Mn, Hn, Hn, Su 5 Hamilton 1m39.830s +1.042s 45 
6  LandoNorris (cer) McLaren-Mercedes +53.785s Mn, Hn,Hn 6 Ocon 1m41.243s +2.455s 49 
7  SebastianVettel(peu) Aston Martin-Mercedes +1m05.354s 2 Mu, Mu, Hu 7 ~~ Norris 1m41.322s +2.534s 49 
8 KevinMagnussen(onk) Haas-Ferrari +1m05.834s Hn, Mn 8 Vettel 1m41.538s +2.750s 39 
9 YukiTsunoda Vpn) AlphaTauri-Red Bull +1m10.919s Mn,Mn,Hn 9  Gasly 1m41.674s +2.886s 55 
10 Esteban Ocon (Fra) Alpine-Renault +1m12.875s Hn, Hn,Mn 10 Alonso 1m41.804s +3.016s 51 
11 Zhou Guanyu (cHN) AlfaRomeo-Ferrari +1m16.164s Mn, Hn, Hn 11 Tsunoda 1m42.206s +3.418s 36 
12 AlexanderAlbon(tHa) Williams-Mercedes +1m20.057s Mn,Mn,Hn 12 Schumacher 1m42.320s +3.532s 55 
13 Pierre Gasly (FRa) AlphaTauri-Red Bull +1m21.763s Mn, Hu, Hu 13 Zhou 1m42.394s +3.606s 39 
14 MickSchumacher (peu) Haas-Ferrari +1m24.490s Hn, Mn,Hn 14 Ricciardo 1m42.420s +3.632s 55 
15 FernandoAlonsocesp) Alpine-Renault +1m25.078s Hn, Mn, Hn 15 Albon 1m42.471s +3.6835 46 
16 DanielRicciardo(aus) McLaren-Mercedes +1m30.487s Mn, Hn, Mn 16 Magnussen 1m42.546s +3.758s 35 
17 Nicholas Latifi (can) Williams-Mercedes +1m43.588s Mn, Mn,Hn 17 ‘Stroll 1m43.080s +4,292s 3 
R_ Lance Stroll (can) Aston Martin-Mercedes 21laps-accident Mu, Mu 18 Bottas 1m43.391s +4.603s 4 
R_ Valtteri Bottas (Fin) Alfa Romeo-Ferrari 16 laps-spun off Mn,Hn 19 Latif 1m43.485s +4.697s 54 
R_ Carlos Sainz (esp) Ferrari 1laps-accident damage Mn - Sainz notime - - 


WEATHER Sunny, passing clouds, air 29-33C track 34-39°C 
WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 112.510mph 
FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 124.835mph 


TYRES 


RACE BRIEFING 


GRID PENALTIES 

PEREZ, ZHOU and ALONSO 
Five-place penalties for 
additional power unit 
elements used 

LECLERC 10-place penalty 
for additional power unit 
elements used 

TSUNODA Five-place 
penalty for restricted- 
number components used 
OCON Required to start from 


the pitlane - car modified 
while under parc ferme 

conditions and additional 
power unit elements used 


falling more than 

10 lengths behind 

during safety car, then 

10s penalty for not serving 
that penalty correctly 
LATIFI 5s penalty and two 
licence points for causing 
a collision with Schumacher 
SCHUMACHER 5s penalty 
and one licence point for 
exceeding track limits 
ALBON 5s penalty and one 


licence point for leaving 
the track and gaining an 
unfair advantage 
STROLL Drop of three 
grid positions for next 
race and two licence 
points for causing 

a collision with Alonso 
ALONSO 10s stop/go 
converted to 30s penalty 
for car not being in 

a safe condition 


KEY: H-Hard M-Medium S- Soft n-Newset u- Used set 
HARD MEDIUM SOFT 


00000 


RACE PENALTIES 
RUSSELL Five-second 
penalty and two licence 
points for causing 

a collision with Sainz 
GASLY 5s penalty and 
two licence points for 


LAP CHART What happened, when 


LAP 5 LAP 10 LAP 25 


= | 


LAP 30 LAP 35 LAP 50 LAP 55 


Sainz 


Verstappen 


Hamilton 


Stroll 
Norris 
Bottas 
Albon 


Perez 
Vettel 
Gasly 


Leclerc 


Magnussen 
Alonso 
Ricciardo 
Schumacher 
Latifi 

Zhou 


Tsunoda 


Ocon 


f@ Pitstop @ Crash M Mechanical failure BH Spin & Penalty 


Carlapped — Safetycar Virtual Safety car ™ Red flag 
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RACE CENTRE UNITED STATES GP 


QUARTET NEAR A FULL 
COTA OF PERFECTION 


We reckon Hamilton, Verstappen, Leclerc and Vettel were the best 


performers in Austin, as Latifi and Ricciardo propped up our points tally 


MERCEDES 


~~, 
‘ne 
TT 


LEWIS HAMILTON 


Started 3rd — Result2nd 


Isn’t penalised 
for not going 
faster late in Q3 
as no slower cars 
squeaked by, then was 
brilliant in the race. 
Pressured Verstappen 
before second stops, 
then did his best to 
pull clear in clean air. 
Could have defended 
harder, but isn’t 
docked for pushing 
track limits as he 
wasn’t penalised. 


McLAREN 


DANIEL RICCIARDO 


Started 15th-Result 16th 


Just lacked 

speed all 

weekend at 

a track he loves. 
Felt car’s unsettled 
rear through the 
Esses late in Q1 led 
to his elimination 
there. Did make gains 
at start, but slipped 
back struggling for 
grip and therefore was 
unable to fully push. 
Did at least catch and 
pass Latifi late on. 


GEORGE RUSSELL 


Started 4th— Result 5th 


Pulled down 
massively for his 
Turn 1 gaffe. Had 
it happened later 
likely would have been 
penalised harsher by 
the stewards, with the 
apex-approach lock up 
sliding him into Sainz 
and damaging his 
wing. Struggled for 
pace during “the worst 
Sunday of my year”. 
Sealed fastest lap after 
late stop for soft tyres. 


LANDO NORRIS 


Started 6th— Result 6th 


Qualified 

behind Stroll’s 

slower Aston, 

but raced very 
well - especially 
given damage from 
the Stroll/Alonso crash 
debris. Lost a place to 
Vettel after avoiding 
Sainz’s spin, slid back 
in stint one. Made 
aseries of good moves 
at Turn 1 late on and 
passed Alonso into 
Turn 12 with one to go. 
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ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


RED BULL 


—~ ; ™~ 
(TAS 


MAX VERSTAPPEN 


Started 2nd—Result1st 


Drops a point 

because of slide 

in penultimate 

corner on his 
final Q3 lap, which 
blew a shot at pole. 
Aced the race start, 
nailed both restarts 
and dealt with wind 
and driveability issues. 
Charged from botched 
pitstop, passed Leclerc 
and Hamilton, then 
defended well against 
brief attack back. 


ALPINE 


FERNANDO ALONSO 


Started 14th-Result15th 


Beaten by Stroll’s 

Aston in Q3, then 

ICE-change grid 

drop. At the start 
made progress, but 
mugged by Leclerc. 
Gained with a safety 
car stop after starting 
on hards. In Stroll 
shunt, he might have 
moved earlier but 
wasn’t to blame. Then 
a remarkable charge. 
Alpine took blame for 
mirror penalty. 


SERGIO PEREZ 


Started 9th — Result 4th 


Qualified 0.2s 

adrift of his 

team-mate, then 

damaged front 
wing on lap one before 
the endplate fell off - 
all from an overly 
ambitious lunge on 
Bottas. But pace with 
a hobbled car was 
impressive and did 
well in battles against 
Norris and the Astons 
early on and especially 
Leclerc later. 


og 
ESTEBAN OCON 


Started Pits —Result 10th 


Q1 exit down to 
low confidence 
and pace, while 
Alonso made Q3. 
Started from pitlane 
after engine change. 
Made steady progress, 
gained with a safety 
car stop. Long middle 
stint meant he could 
charge nicely at the 
end, but he is marked 
down for his off in 
front of Schumacher 
post-restart one. 


FERRARI 


CHARLES LECLERC 


Started 12th — Result3rd 


Too aggressive in 
the Esses late in 
Q3. Penalty for 
engine change, 
then caught behind 
Sainz’s spin, but made 
up two of three lost 
places with a thrilling 
Ricciardo/Alonso Turn 
5 double pass. Made 
steady progress before 
safety car stop gain, 
then brilliantly passed 
Perez. Couldn’t stop 
Verstappen though. 


ALPHATAURI 


PIERRE GASLY 


Started 11th -Result13th 


Surfed the Turn 1 
chaos well after 
Q2 exit. Fought 
Norris and 
Leclerc early on. Lost 
out with a green flag 
first stop and then was 
rightly penalised for 
his safety car distance 
error in the pack. No 
blame for AlphaTauri 
not serving his penalty 
fully in the pits, which 
dropped him from 
11th to 13th post-race. 


CARLOS SAINZ 


Started 1st ResultR 


Credit for fine 
qualifying 
performance to 
seal pole. Calm 
approach early in his 
final Q3 lap meant 
better tyre life at the 
end of asmooth, clean 
effort. Wheelspin 
post-launch cost him 
against Verstappen 
at the start. Cut back 
underneath at Turn 1 
exit, wasn’t at fault for 
the Russell contact. 


mt atid by 
“& er 


YUKI TSUNODA 


r 


Started 19th—Result9th 


Should have 
started higher 
but for Q2 Turn 9 
track limits-slip. 
Started from back 
after gearbox-change 
penalty, lucky not to 
trigger a jump start. 
Then passed Latifi and 
Schumacher, who he 
squeezed at Turn 15. 
Battled better later, 
but lacked pace in 
stint three. Passed 
Albon late on to score. 


UNITED STATES GP 


BINGHAM 
motorsport 


Sebastian Vettel kept up 
strong race form at his 


final United States GP 


SEBASTIAN VETTEL 


Started 10th — Result 7th 


Loses a mark 
for Q2 exit when 
Stroll made Q3. 
Made alightning- 
fast start and bravely 
edged Norris at Turn 3 
on lap one, then raced 
very well either side of 
his slow second stop. 
Led the race briefly, 
showed strong pace 
and brilliantly harried 
and passed the Haas 
of Magnussen on 
the last lap. 


HAAS 


LANCE STROLL 


Started 5th 


ResultR 


Reached Q3 
and beat Norris 
and Alonso with 
just one Q3 run. 
Gained well in Turn 1 
chaos and briefly ran 
third, unfortunate 

to stop just before 
Bottas’s off. Stewards 
said he was only 
“predominantly” 

to blame for Alonso 
shunt, but it was 
aneedless late chop 
with big ramifications. 


Started13th— Result 8th 


Q1 exit down to 

hitting the Turn 1 

apex bumps. At 

the start, he was 
unlucky getting caught 
behind Leclerc braking 
hard in Sainz/Russell 
aftermath, then got 
outmuscled by Zhou. 
But he pulled off the 
only one-stopper 
beautifully and was 
rewarded with points. 
Fine last-lap attempt 
to hold Vettel back. 


Started 16th —-Result14th 


Eliminated in 
Q1, spin at Turn 
1. Showed strong 
pace in stint one 
and gained with a stop 
under first safety car. 
Picked up Stroll/ 
Alonso debris diffuser 
damage, plus sidepod 
injury in Latifi’s Turn 
12 gaffe. Felt this 
ruined his handling 
and contributed to 
his four track-limits 
violations and penalty. 


NICHOLAS LATIFI 


Started 17th - Result 17th 


Qualified last 
with Albon 11th. 
Solo spin in the 
early stages after 
getting stuck in on lap 
one was poor, meant 
he had to pit to shed 
his starting mediums. 
Gained with a stop 
during first safety car 
period on an effective 
one-stopper, then 
botched his defence 
against Schumacher. 
Rightly penalised. 


ALEX ALBON 


Started 8th—Result 12th 


Just 0.028s from 
Q3. Undid fine 
work flatspotting 
fronts at Turn 1. 
Went to the hards 
under first safety car 
after short second 
stint. Gained ground, 
but couldn’t keep tyres 
alive and slipped back. 
Penalty for late Turn 
12 off under pressure 
from Tsunoda and not 
letting the AlphaTauri 
through immediately. 


ZHOU GUANYU 


Started 18th -Result 11th 


Marked down for 
Q2 slip beyond 
track limits out 
of Turn 12 - even 
though it was a tiny 
error - that cost a Q3 
berth. On lap one, 
passed Magnussen 
and progressed well in 
stint one. Was a loser 
in first safety car 
period and a gainer 
under the second, but 
fell back towards end 
on ageing hard tyres. 


TOP 10 AVERAGE RATINGS 


IMAGES 


VALTTERI BOTTAS 


Started 7th ResultR 


Felt Alfa’s floor 
upgrade helped 
him make Q3. In 
the race, Perez’s 
lunge and their clash 
cost him momentum 
and a place to Albon 
on lap one. Is scored 
down mainly for his 
Turn 19 off - pushing 
too hard chasing Gasly 
and at the same time 
getting caught out in 
a gust of wind that left 
him beached and out. 


RATING AFTER ROUND 19* 
*Excludes deVries (10.0) and Nico Hulkenberg (7.0) 


Leclerc 8.1 
Russell 7.8 
Hamilton 7.8 
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Norris 7.4 
Alonso 7.2 
Sainz 7.1 
Ocon 6.8 


Vettel 6.7 
Perez 6.7 


RATING AFTER ROUND 19* 


*Excludes deVries (9.8) 
and Nico Hulkenberg (6.9) 


Leclerc 8.2 
Russell 7.6 
Hamilton 7.4 
Norris 7.3 


Verstappen 8.4 


Alonso 7.3 
Sainz 7.2 
Perez 7.1 
Vettel 6.7 
Ocon 6.6 
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WRC RALLY SPAIN 


Ogier sends the rally 
world a reminder 


The outgoing World Rally champion made a point in Spain 
and not even his successor had an answer 
TOM HOWARD 


PHOTOGRAPHY McKLEIN 
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he 2022 World Rally Championship has largely 

been the ‘Kalle Rovanpera show} but in Spain last 

weekend Sebastien Ogier reminded everyone that 
the eight-time world champion has still got it. 

For a period, the thousands of fans that flocked to 
what is now likely to be the last Rally Spain for some time were 
treated to a fascinating contest. New world champion Rovanpera 
versus the outgoing world champion Ogier. 

After Rovanpera comprehensively beat Ogier on New Zealand’s 
wet gravel to become the youngest WRC champion, the changing 
of the baton was complete. But the smooth sinuous Spanish 
asphalt roads offered Ogier, back on his favoured surface that 
has yielded plenty of success over his glittering career, a chance 
to roll back the years in style. 

Ogier’s decision to go part-time this season to spend more time 
with his family and explore sportscar racing opportunities meant 
his name wouldn’t be engraved on the world champion’s trophy. 
But the desire to be the best has never left Ogier. This was evident 
in Monte Carlo in January, when a penultimate-stage puncture 


robbed him of a likely win over Sebastien Loeb, and in Portugal 
and Kenya where tyre trouble ended bids for victory. 

Ogier produced a vintage performance in Spain that even 
Rovanpera found hard to contend with. Determined not to end his 
partial season without a victory, the 38-year-old and new co-driver 
Benjamin Veillas were untouchable at times as they marched to 
a16.4-second win over Hyundai’s Thierry Neuville. A combination 
of factors meant new star Rovanpera fell away to a distant third. 

The double podium had added meaning for Toyota as the 
Japanese marque sealed its sixth WRC manufacturers’ crown, 
completing a WRC clean sweep of 2022 championships. 

Ogier had to be patient to make his move on Friday morning as 
changeable weather meant it was an advantage to be at the top of 
the road order. Rovanpera won the opening two stages, held in 
damp conditions. 

M-Sport’s Craig Breen, starting sixth on the road, highlighted 
how tough the conditions were as the cars dragged gravel from the 
cuts, which worsened the road surface. “I felt like a newborn calf in 
there — I was all over the place,” said Breen. “I had a big impact on >> 
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WRC RALLY SPAIN 


JUST MORE 
PERFORMANCE 
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jille got in = 


amongst the Toyotas to & 


finish second for Hyund 


Thierry Neu 


the left at the start after a cut and I was sure I had a puncture. 
I was very cautious and I thought I would lose more time.” 

Ogier however seemed to avoid haemorrhaging time and 
remained in the hunt, before surging from third to lead after 
winning stage three. “We had some tricky conditions out there 
and starting seventh on the road was a big challenge with a lot of 
cuts and dirt in the road during the first two stages,” said Ogier. 

It was on this test that the first major incident occurred when 
M-Sport’s Pierre-Louis Loubet suffered a front-left puncture, 
costing him nearly a minute, plummeting the Frenchman 
to the bottom of the Rallyi order. To make matters worse, 

a smoldering exhaust under the bonnet would cause further 
delays on the next stage. 

It was Neuville who emerged with a 0.5s rally lead from Ogier 
when the crews headed back to Salou’s service park after the 
Belgian won stage four. Rovanpera held third ahead of Ott 
Tanak, without hybrid power, with Toyota’s Elfyn Evans fifth, 
the quintet separated by just 10.9s. 

The intermittent light rain showers continued into the afternoon 
but it didn’t stop Ogier from issuing an immediate response to 
Neuville, claiming stage five to complete a third lead change in 
five stages. But Rovanpera fought back to win the next two tests 
to climb back to second. Ogier, relishing the fight, posted the 
fastest time on the day’s final stage to end the day 4.8s ahead. The 
new world champion was indeed pushing, resulting in co-driver 
Jonne Halttunen reaching for a seat grab after a wild moment. 
Rovanpera stated his navigator was simply “enjoying a slide”. 

“Tt’s been a good day and I’m really happy,” said Ogier. “I was 
a bit scared to be seventh on the road today with the amount 
7 

Craig Breen was ninth 
“as co-driver Paul Nagle 


“It was a big mess inside the 
cockpit as we tried to fix it on the 
stage. I overheated the brakes” 


of cuts that we had to go through, but we had a really good feeling 
in the car throughout the day.” 

The Hyundais of Neuville and Tanak, the latter battling another 
perplexing hybrid issue on his second unit of the day, remained in 
contention. Although drama in the penultimate stage allowed the 
top four to break away from the chasing pack. 

Punctures struck Evans, Dani Sordo and Takamoto Katsuta, also 
without hybrid power, on stage seven. Evans and Sordo, who had 
been struggling to find the sweet spot in their respective cars 
bizarrely swapped positions despite both suffering front-left 
failures. Sordo’s smaller time loss netted the Spaniard fifth, albeit 
50.9s adrift of the lead, while Evans and Katsuta trailed by more 
than a minute. Breen continued to lead the M-Sport charge in 
seventh but was among those struggling to find a rhythm, 


competing in his final event alongside retiring co-driver Paul Nagle. 


Ogier asserted his authority on the event on Saturday, 
transforming an overnight 4.8s lead into a 20.7s advantage once 
crews navigated a technical Salou spectator stage in the evening. 
By midday service, the lead was almost doubled and could have 
been further extended had stage 11 not been cancelled following 
the first and only accident for a Rally1 driver across the three days. 

M-Sport’s Gus Greensmith, sitting in 10th, carried too much 
speed into a right-hander, resulting in a heavy impact with the 
barriers that ripped the left-rear wheel from the car. While 
Greensmith and Jonas Andersson were unscathed, the car blocked 
the road and the stage was axed. The duo would return on Sunday 
under restart rules. 

Ogier chalked up three stage wins from the day’s six stages 
but his advantage was flattered after Rovanpera suffered a rare 
technical issue that cost him around 10s on stage 14. The Finn 
had already encountered a “scary moment” in the morning 
when he had to avoid an obstacle on the road at the end of 
stage 10, which according to the Finn was “luckily quite soft”. 

“There was some settings on the car which went wrong on 
the startline and I couldn’t get them right, so we were losing 
time with the hybrid system,” said Rovanpera. “It was a big mess 
inside the cockpit as we tried to fix it on the stage, and I also 
think I overheated the brakes on the warm-up, so on the last 
downhill section I lost the brakes a bit.” >> 
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WRC RALLY SPAIN 


The issue didn’t rear its head again but it opened the door for 
Neuville as he leapfrogged Rovanpera into second. Tanak was also 
lucky to reach service in fourth, although 36.6s adrift, after a wild 
off on stage 14 for the 2019 world champion. 

“T was pushing quite a bit maybe outside of my comfort zone 
and I had an off,” said Tanak. “Somehow we got back on the road. 
It was quite a miracle, but it has been a challenging day.” 

A charging Sordo held fifth having burst into life thanks to 


a mesmerising run on stage 14. The home hero had finally found the 
pace he was looking for from his i20 N. “I don’t care about the times 


— I pushed like hell!” said Sordo. “I really like the stage so I just 

drove. I promised my friends I needed to set a fastest time today.” 
A frustrated Evans and Breen were sixth and seventh, with 

Katsuta eighth. However, much of the talk surrounding Katsuta 


“It was a perfect weekend. It is 
nice to clinch the manufacturers’ 
title in style for Toyota” 


was about his unusual breakfast, which went viral. The porridge, 
fried egg, sausage and ketchup all on the same plate combination 
initially raised alarm but was explained by the Japanese as a way 

to save plates... 

Crews faced an early breakfast on Sunday morning with the 
event’s final four stages beginning in the pre-dawn darkness, which 
required light pods to be fitted to the cars. Ogier had been in this 
position countless times before and elected for a cautious approach 
to preserve the lead. The combination of this and a charging 
Neuville resulted in the latter taking six seconds out of Ogier 
in two stages to remind the leader that the rally wasn’t done yet. 

Indeed, there was still a sting left in the rally but it affected 
drivers outside of the top two. The famous Riudecanyes caused 
chaos when a loose drain cover inflicted three front-left punctures. 
Evans, Breen and Rovanpera were the victims. Breen was lucky not 
to retire when the sudden deflation fired him up a bank as he tried 
to wrestle his Puma into a right-hander. “There was a small bump 
on the entry and I don’t know if it popped the tyre off the bead or 
something, but I was a passenger,” said Breen, who dropped from 
seventh to ninth overall. 

It was the second puncture for the luckless Evans, who lost 
time on the previous stage when a drove of pigs crossed the road 
in front of him. However, the Welshman and Rovanpera were able 


Sordo promised his 
friends a stage win and 
delivered on home soil 


36 |AUITOSPORT.COM 27 OCTOBER 2022 


New champ Rovanpera 
had problems on his 
way to third place 


to maintain their positions despite the issues. But it could 
so nearly have been double drama for M-Sport on the stage 
as Adrien Fourmaux escaped a brush with the barriers. 

At the front, Ogier banished any thoughts of letting the victory 
slip to Neuville. His Toyota blitzed the final two stages to seal the 
victory. “It was a perfect weekend, the car was great and I enjoyed 
the stages and it is nice to clinch the manufacturers’ title in style for 
Toyota,” said Ogier, who was fined 1500 euros for over-exuberant 
donuts prior to the final podium. “The team has done an amazing 
job through the whole year and it is more than deserved for them.” 

A defeated Rovanpera added: “Seb was flying this weekend. 

I could not catch him. He deserved to win.” 

In WRC2, Teemu Suninen took the win but the title race 
will go down to the wire in Japan next month between Andreas 
Mikkelsen, Emil Lindholm and Kajetan Kajetanowicz. Meanwhile, 
another Finnish hotshoe in the shape of Lauri Joona wrapped 
up the WRC3 title with victory. 

While Ogier provided a timely reminder of his skills with his 
55th WRC victory, it was another world champion that left tongues 
wagging hours after the Spanish seafront celebrations. Tanak, who 
finished fourth, turned the rally world upside down by announcing 
his departure from Hyundai at the end of the campaign. The silly 
season is now well under way. #7 
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STATS 
ROUND 12/13, RALLY SPAIN, 20-23 OCTOBER 
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME 
OGIER AND TOYOTA RACK : ' eae 
1 Sebastien Ogier (Fra) Benjamin Veillas (FRA) Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT /ToyotaGRYarisRallyl 2h44m43.9s 
UP THE NUMBERS 
2 Thierry Neuville (BEL) Martijn Wydaeghe (BEL) = Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundaii20N Rally1 +16.4s 
3 Kalle Rovanpera (Fin) Jonne Halttunen (Fin) Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +34.5s 
4  OttTanak (Est) Martin Jarveoja (Est) Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT /Hyundaii20N Rally1 +44.15 
5 Dani Sordo (esp) Candido Carrera (Esp) Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundaii20N Rally1 +1m16.5s 
6 Elfyn Evans (car) Scott Martin (cer) Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +1m51.1s 


7 TakamotoKatsuta (Jpn)AaronJohnston(Gsr) ToyotaGazooRacingWRT NG/ToyotaGRYarisRally1 +2m19.1s 


8 Adrien Fourmaux (Fra) Alexandre Coria (FRA) M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford Puma Rally1 +2m38.5s 
9 Craig Breen (ir) Paul Nagle (ir) M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford PumaRally1 +2m43.0s 
10 Pierre-Louis Loubet (Fra) Vincent Landais (Fra) M-Sport Ford WRT /Ford PumaRally1 +3m25.2s 
: eee OTHERS 
Sebastien Ogier didn’t feel he had 
a point to prove by beating new world 28 Jourdan Serderidis (crc) Frederic Miclotte (BEL) M-Sport Ford WRT/Ford PumaRally1 +17m54.4s 
champion Kalle Rovanpera to secure 53 Armando Pereira (Fra) Remi Tutelaire (FRA) / Ford Fiesta WRC +42m54.6s 
Silas le es ay ce veer 55 GusGreensmith (csr) Jonas Andersson (swe) M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford Puma Rally1 +52m24.7s 
. R - u y : 

Asked if he felt he had made 
a point by beating the dominant world 
champion Rovanpera in a fair fight, STAGE TIMES 
he said: “No, there is nothing to prove. STAGE FASTEST LEADER SECOND 
Kalle isa deserving champion this year SS1 Els Omells-Malda 1 (6.87 miles) Rovanpera5m16.1s Rovanpera Neuville+1.2s 
and there is nothing to say about that. 

“Of course it is still nice to come here SS2 Serra de laLlena 1 (7.33 miles) Rovanpera6m41.0s Rovanpera Neuville+3.3s 
and show the speed we call still have, SS3 Les Garrigues Altes 1 (14.07 miles) Ogier12m31.9s Ogier Neuville+1.9s 
so | am proud of that. | enjoy this kind 
of competition against Kalle, Thierry SS4Riba-roja 1 (8.69 miles) Neuville8m41.0s Neuville Ogier+0.5s 
[Neuville] or Ott [Tanak]. It was intense SS5 Els Omells-Malda 2 (6.87 miles) Ogier5m08.8s Ogier Neuville+3.2s 
and we had to push to get the win so it 
tastes better when you get it that way.” SS6 Serra de la Llena 2 (7.33 miles) Rovanpera6m47.2s Ogier Rovanpera +4.3s 

Ogier’s 55th career victory extended SS7 Les Garrigues Altes 2 (14.07 miles) Rovanpera 12m10.9s Ogier Rovanpera+3.6s 
the Frenchman’s record of scoring at 
least one WRC win every season across SS8 Riba-roja 2 (8.69 miles) Ogier8m41.0s Ogier Rovanpera+4.8s 
a 10-year period, stretching back to 2013. SS9 Savalla 1 (8.66 miles) Neuville 7m21.7s Ogier Rovanpera+5.4s 

The feat has only been achieved by 
three other drivers in WRC history SS10 Querol-Les Pobles 1 (12.55 miles) Ogier11m13.9s Ogier Rovanpera+9.7s 
including Ogier’s Toyota boss Jari-Matti S$S11 ElMontmell 1 (15.02 miles) Stage cancelled 
Latvala, nine-time world champion 
Sebastien Loeb and 1995 world SS12 Savalla 2 (8.66 miles) Ogier7m23.7s Ogier Rovanpera+12.0s 
champion Colin McRae. SS13 Querol-Les Pobles 2 (12.55 miles) Ogier11m14.7s Ogier Rovanpera+15.9s 

“Statistics are always nice to read, 
obviously | am not driving for that, but SS14 El Montmell2 (15.02 miles) Sordo12m06.1s Ogier Rovanpera+21.1s 
more importantly for me | still enjoy SS15 Salou (1.34 miles) TanakandNeuville2m27.1s  Ogier Neuville +20.7s 


what | do and | have the opportunity 


to still be competitive with a great team SS16 Pratdip 1 (7.55 miles) Sordo 7m04.8s Ogier Neuville+17.5s 
for some rallies,” said Ogier. “I take the SS17 Riudecanyes 1 (9.88 miles) Neuville 10m06.6s Ogier Neuville +14.1s 
maximum pleasure from that.” 

SS18 Pratdip 2 (7.55 miles) Ogier7m00.7s Ogier Neuville +15.8s 


Toyota boss Latvala hailed his team’s 
collective desire for success after SS19 Riudecanyes 2 (9.88 miles) Ogier 10m06.4s Ogier Neuville +16.4s 
witnessing the marque claim its sixth 
WRC manufacturers’ title. Toyota is 
now the third most successful marque in 
WRC history behind Lancia and Citroen, 
with this year’s success adding to titles 
recorded in 1993, 1994, 1999, 2018 and 
2021 to move one ahead of Peugeot. 

“!’m really proud of the team and 
| think this comes when you have the 
combination of the team working hard 
and a shared passion and desire for 
success,” said Latvala. “The most 
important thing is for everybody 
to work together. If you have great 
individuals it doesn’t help, you have 
to get everybody working together.” 


DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Rovanpera 
255; 2 Tanak 187;3 Neuville 166; 4 Evans 
124; 5 Katsuta 107; 6 Ogier 85; 7 Breen 79; 
8 Sordo 59; 9 Lappi 58; 10 Greensmith 36. 


MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 

1 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 503; 2 Hyundai 
Shell Mobis WRT 410; 3 M-Sport Ford WRT 
238; 4 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT NG 123. 


NEXT REPORT 
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Beganovic does 


enough for title 


MUGELLO (ITA) 
ROUND 10/10 


Dino Beganovic claimed the Formula 
Regional European Championship by Alpine 
with a measured performance, but it was 
Paul Aron and Gabriele Mini who starred 

at the series’ Tuscan season climax. 


Ferrari junior Beganovic qualified third, 
with Prema Racing team-mate Aron on pole. 
While the Estonian Mercedes F1 protege 
drove into the distance, the Swede was 
content to sit in the wheeltracks of 
second-placed Victor Bernier (FA Racing). 

A late safety car destroyed Aron’s hard 
work, and he left the restart until the last 
moment, causing confusion behind. 
Beganovic ceded third to Van Amersfoort 


Larson keeps Hendrick in 
with a shout of the big bucks 


HOMESTEAD-MIAMI (USA) 
ROUND 34/36 


Kyle Larson had already lost the chance 
to win one NASCAR Cup title this year, 
but his win at Homestead will at least 
allow him to compete for another. 

The reigning Cup champion was 
eliminated from the playoffs for the 


e& third Cup win of 2022 & 


THACKER/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


2.022 driver’s crown two weeks ago. But a 
dominant victory last Sunday — Larson’s 
third of the season — does guarantee his 
Hendrick Motorsports team is one of 
the four that will compete for the 2022 
owner’s title at Phoenix on 6 November. 
The end of the season payouts to teams 
are based on the owner’s standings, 
so there is still plenty on the line 
for the Hendrick organisation. 

Larson led 199 of 267 laps on his way 
to victory at the Miami oval, to win 
by 1.261 seconds over Ross Chastain. 

Larson did face a couple large obstacles 
late in the race. He lost his lead briefly 
during the final round of green-flag 
pitstops due to an untimely caution. He 
also got into the rear of Martin Truex Jr’s 
Toyota and spun him as both entered 
pitroad under caution on lap 246. Truex, 
who was leading at the time, completed 
his stop but lost several positions, while 
Larson exited pitroad with the race lead. 

Entering the final race of the playoff 
semi-finals this weekend at Martinsville, 
Denny Hamlin, Ryan Blaney, Christopher 
Bell and Chase Briscoe are lowest in the 
points and in danger of missing out on 
a chance to compete for the series title. 


WORLD OF SPORT 


Racing’s Josh Dufek, but that was enough 
to put the title out of reach of pre-race 
contenders Aron, Hadrien David and 
Gabriele Mini. David finished eighth, 
while a charging drive from Mini ended 
in a clash with Gabriel Bortoleto at 

Turn 3, which triggered the safety car. 

It was these two battling at the front on 
Sunday. Brazilian Bortoleto led in his R-ace 
GP machine, with Sicilian Mini giving 
chase after sweeping around the outside of 
front-row starter Dufek at the first corner. 

At the beginning of the sixth lap, ART 
Grand Prix driver Mini got into Bortoleto’s 
slipstream along the front straight, and 
surged past into the lead before building a 
gap. The inevitable safety car meant Mini 
had to do it all over again, but he stayed 
calm and pulled out a gap once more. 

With Aron this time struggling to 11th 
place at the finish, this was enough 
for Mini to snatch second place in 

the championship by a single point. 

Beganovic, freed from the shackles of 
hunting points, was this time able to retain 
third spot, while R-ace GP man David 
passed Dufek after the restart for fourth, 
the Swiss running wide as they went wheel 
to wheel and also losing positions to 
Lorenzo Fluxa and Owen Tangavelou. 


MUGELLO (ITA) 

Race 1 Paul Aron 
Prema Racing 

Race 2 Gabriele Mini 
ART Grand Prix 


HOMESTEAD-MIAMI (USA) 
Kyle Larson 
Hendrick Motorsports (Chevrolet Camaro) 


HOCKENHEIM (DEU) 
Race 1 Christian Engelhart/Ayhancan Guven 
Team Joos (Porsche 911 GT3-R) 
Race 2 Fabian Schiller/Jules Gounon 
Drago Racing (Mercedes-AMG GT3) 


NURBURGRING (DEU) 
Jakub Giermaziak/Kelvin van der Linde 
Phoenix Racing (Audi R8 LMS Evo I!) 


GOIANIA (BRA) 
Race 1 Cesar Ramos 

A.Mattheis Motorsport (Toyota) 
Race 2 Nelson Piquet Jr 

TMG Racing (Toyota) 
Race 3 Ricardo Mauricio 

Eurofarma RC (Chevrolet) 
Race 4 Diego Nunes 

Blau Motorsport (Chevrolet) 
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For full results visif motorsportstats.com 
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Bagnaia again 
but Quartararo 
stays in the hunt 


SEPANG (MYS) 
ROUND 19/20 


It is fitting that the two standout 

riders of the 2022 MotoGP season put in 
championship-worthy performances in 

a Malaysian Grand Prix that had so much 
hinging on it for both Francesco Bagnaia 
and Fabio Quartararo. For Bagnaia, it was 
his first chance to secure the title and end a 
15-year drought for Ducati. For Quartararo, 
it was his last chance to salvage his fading 


championship defence. Throughout the 
Sepang weekend, it was never apparent 
which way the scales would tip. 

Bagnaia was outside of the top 10 after 
Friday’s only dry running, and a crash in 
FP3 chasing Quartararo left him in Q1. 

A second crash in Q2 left Bagnaia ninth 
on the grid, but Quartararo couldn’t 
capitalise as he struggled to 12th. 

At the start of the 20-lap race, Bagnaia 
“risked a bit” into the heavy braking zone 
for Turn 1 to leap from ninth to second. 
Quartararo, seeing this, knew he had to 
follow suit with his own similarly brave 
charge. Moving up to sixth, Quartararo 
quickly took fifth away from Yamaha 
team-mate Franco Morbidelli at Turn 9. 

Bagnaia’s pace was no match for that 
of poleman Jorge Martin on his Pramac 
Ducati out front, so settled into his own 
rhythm as he faced the attentions of 
Gresini’s Enea Bastianini behind. 

As Marc Marquez struggled for pace on 
his Honda, fourth went to Quartararo at 
the start of lap five when the six-time 
premier-class world champion ran wide 


Martin led for the first six 
~» laps before crashing his 


"Pramac Ducati 
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at Turn 1. So far, Quartararo was keeping 
his title hopes alive. 

Then, on lap seven, Martin crashed out of 
the lead, while behind VR46 Ducati’s Marco 
Bezzecchi soon moved ahead of Marquez for 
fourth. All of a sudden, Quartararo’s time 
on the MotoGP throne looked as if it only 
had 13 laps. A win for Bagnaia and fourth 
for Quartararo would have been enough 
for the Ducati rider to finish the contest. 

While he had to fend off Bastianini, 
Bagnaia was in a far better position than 
Quartararo. Bezzecchi was only a second 
behind the Yamaha rider when they crossed 
the line at the end of lap 10. That gap would 
come down to under half a second at one 
stage and Quartararo knew that it would 
be game over if Bezzecchi came past him, 
the superior speed of the Ducati unbeatable 
for a Yamaha rider. And so he pushed, 
extracting the absolute maximum from 
the M1 package, as he has done all year. 

Third would be enough to keep the 
title battle alive and, by the end of lap 16, 


Quartararo had pulled the gap out to over 
a second again as the squabbling at the 
front allowed him to edge closer to his 
nearest title rival. 

Second proved a bridge too far, but 
Quartararo’s first podium since August’s 
Austrian GP was one of the most important 
of his career and it was a ride that even 
Ducati team manager Davide Tardozzi 
congratulated him for in parc ferme. 

It was a ride just as noteworthy as that 
of Bagnaia, who overtook Bastianini on 
lap 14 having briefly lost the lead three 
tours earlier. Concerned faces among 
Ducati management deliberated what to do 
regarding factory orders, but Bastianini’s 
intentions remained a last-lap overtake. 

It never happened and Ducati batted 
away suggestions it interfered. While it 
may not have, it probably should have done. 
This race will surely shape the intra-team 
dynamics in 2023, but for the time being 
it ended Bastianini’s outside title hopes. 

But Bagnaia does have one hand on 


Quartararo thrashed his 
Yamaha to third and 
kept title hopes alive 


\v “al . “ } POWERED BY 
, v motorsport 
TROP © _ 
Bagnaia beat 
Ti " Bastianini by 0.3s to 
biddde score his seventh ROUND 19/20, SEPANG (MYS), 23 OCTOBER (20 LAPS - 68.885 MILES) 
victory of 2022 POS RIDER TEAM TIME 
1 FrancescoBagnaia (\Ta) Ducati 40m14.332s 
2 EneaBastianini(\ta) Gresini Ducati +0.270s 
3 Fabio Quartararo (FRA) Yamaha +2.773s 
4 MarcoBezzecchi (Ta) VR46 Ducati +5.446s MOTO2 
5 AlexRins esp) Suzuki +11.923s SEPANG (MYS) 
6 JackMill Ducati #13.472 Nopy aioe 
ack Miller (aus ucati A72s 3 
ia Marc VDS Racing 
7 MarcMarqueziesp) Honda +14.304s (Kalex) 
8 Brad Binder (zr) KTM +16.805s 
MOTO3 
9 Johann Zarco (FRA) Pramac Ducati +18.358s SEPANG (MYS) 
10 Aleix Espargaro (csp) Aprilia +21.591s John McPhee (below) 
Husqvarna Max 
11 Franco Morbidelli (ita) Yamaha +23.235s 
Team and constructors’ (Husqvarna) 
laurels have been 12 CalCrutchlow (cer) RNF Yamaha +24.641s 
Sean 13 Miguel Oliveira (err) KTM +24.918s 
14  PolEspargaro (esp) Honda +25.586s 
15 RaulFernandez (csp) Tech3 KTM +27.039s 
16 MaverickVinales (csp) Aprilia +30.427s 
17 AlexMarquez(esp) LCRHonda +33.322s 
18 Remy Gardner (aus) Tech3 KTM +33.691s 
19 Joan Mir (Esp) Suzuki +41.838s 
R_ DarrynBinder (zar) RNF Yamaha 10 laps-accident 
R_ FabioDiGiannantonio(iTa) Gresini Ducati 10 laps-accident 
R Jorge Martin (esp) Pramac Ducati 6 laps-accident 
R_ TetsutaNagashimayen) LCRHonda 4 laps-accident 
R_ LucaMarini(\ta) VR46 Ducati 1lap-rideheight device 


the trophy now as his lead stands at 23 with 
the Valencia final looming. Quartararo must 
win, Bagnaia simply needs two points. 
Nothing, however, about this 2022 
championship battle has been predictable. 

What was predictable was Marquez’s 
non-existent podium charge. Commentators 
couldn’t stop pegging him for a podium 
charge after taking a third in qualifying not 
even Marquez understood. But he insisted 
top three wasn’t his real pace on the 2022 
Honda, and seventh at the chequered flag 
was a result he “expected”. 

Marquez lost out to Bezzecchi, Suzuki’s 
Alex Rins and the recovering Jack Miller — 
who was 21st at one point on the first lap 
— and headed KT'M’s Brad Binder, Pramac’s 
Johann Zarco and Aleix Espargaro. Bereft 
of grip and frustrated at Aprilia’s form 
during the flyaway races, the “too big dream” 
of the Spaniard’s finally ended in Malaysia. 
However, that the title was even a 
possibility to begin with is an achievement 
Aprilia must never lose sight of. 

LEWIS DUNCAN 


NEXT REPORT 


VALENCIA 10 NOVEMBER ISSUE 


Winner’s average speed 102.714mph. Fastest lap Martin 1m59.634s, 103.643mph. 


QUALIFYING 21 Martin 1m57.790s; 2 Bastianini 1m58.246s; 3 M Marquez 1m58.454s; 4 Bezzecchi 1m58.490s; 
5 Rins 1m58.575s; 6 Marini 1m58.579s; 7 Morbidelli 1m58.654s; 8 Vinales 1m58.766s; 9 Bagnaia 1m58.862s; 
10 AEspargaro 1m58.935s; 11 Mir 1m59.145s; 12 Quartararo 1m59.215s. 


QUALIFYING 11 Bagnaia 1m58.645s; 2 M Marquez 1m58.878s; 3 B Binder 1m59.053s; 4 Miller 1m59.064s; 
5 Crutchlow 1m59.256s; 6 Giannantonio 1m59.278s; 7 P Espargaro 1m59.363s; 8 Zarco 1m59.690s; 

9 Oliveira 1m59.699s; 10 Gardner 1m59.803s; 11 AMarquez2m00.008s; 12 Fernandez 2m00.077s; 

13 Nagashima 2m00.803s; 14 D Binder 2m10.717s. 


RIDERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Bagnaia 258; 2 Quartararo 235; 3 AEspargaro 212; 4 Bastianini 211; 5 Miller 189; 

6 B Binder 168; 7 Zarco 166; 8 Rins 148; 9 Oliveira 138; 10 Martin 136; 11 Vinales 122; 12 MMarquez 113; 13 Marini 
111; 14Bezzecchi 106; 15 Mir 77; 16 P Espargaro 56; 17 AMarquez 50; 18 Takaaki Nakagami 46; 19 Morbidelli36; 
20 Giannantonio 23; 21 Andrea Dovizioso 15; 22 D Binder 12; 23 Gardner 10; 24 Crutchlow 10; 25 Fernandez 10; 
26 Stefan Bradl2; 27 Michele Pirro 0; 28 Lorenzo Savadori0;29 Nagashima 0; 30 Kazuki Watanabe 0; 

30 Danilo Petrucci 0. 


MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Ducati 432; 2 Aprilia 248; 3 Yamaha 243; 4KTM 220; 5 Suzuki 174; 6 Honda 153. 


Martin took pole 
and led early on 


_- 
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igger, bolder and, with one or two caveats, better. says Ratel.“Its profile will grow and it will become an important date 
The FIA Motorsport Games is back after a two-year on the international motorsport calendar every two years. Everyone 
B COVID-enforced hiatus for a second edition with will want to do it and will want to represent their country.” 
all guns blazing. This weekend at Paul Ricard andits The FIA is alittle more circumspect, Bertrand invoking a word often 
environs a total of 72 nations represented by around used in Olympic circles.“We want these Games to create a legacy for 
450 boys and girls, men and women will battle it out for gold, silver the ASNs [the national sporting authorities who put together the 
and bronze across 16 disciplines. You won’t hear anyone, at least not teams],” says the FIA’s director of Formula E and innovative sport. 
from the FIA, use the‘O’-word, but that’s what they are, motorsport’s “The exposure they will get by making their country proud just 
very own Olympics, complete witha glitzy opening ceremony by participating is part of the legacy we want them to take home, 
in nearby Marseille and the all-important medals table. so they can start programmes for the next edition. That’s really 
The Marseille Games, as they are officially called in anod tothe what we expect.” 
Olympics, will provide proof that the concept works, according to the More events, more countries and bigger national teams is the aim in 
FIA and event promoter Stephane Ratel, who planted the seed of the 2024. The growth has already been dramatic since the inaugural Rome 
all-encompassing national competition when he came up with the event in November 2019. Back then 49 nations took part injust six 
idea of the FIA GT Cup of Nations back in 2018. This weekend’sevent, disciplines held entirely within the confines of the Vallelunga circuit. 
insists Ratel and the man in charge of the Games at the FIA, Frederic It was a modest and workable kick-off for the concept of the Games, 
Bertrand, will be the launchpad to even greater things in two years’ not so much in the number of nations it attracted — because that 
time for the third running of what will become a biennial event. exceeded expectations — but in the range of events. The GT Cup, 
“One day the Motorsport Games will become a must-do event,” Touring Car for TCR machinery and Formula 4 single-seaters on 
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“One day the Motorsport Games 
will become a must-do event. It 
will become an important date” 


the track were joined by Drifting, the Digital Cup in the virtual 
realm and Karting Slalom off it. 
The expansion has largely been away from the race track to really 
make the Games a wide-ranging multi-discipline affair that is 
as accessible as possible to as many ASNs around the world. The 
additions include three rally events, which will take place on the roads 
of Sainte-Baume anda further two off-road events for the FIA’s Cross 
Car entry-level category. These are located at the Veynois autocross 
venue 200km (120 miles) to the north of Ricard. Three additional 
Ratel is confident = karting disciplines, Auto Slalom and one more on the race track 
the event will grow sess proper, the GT Sprint, complete the roster this weekend. 
aa? whe It has created what Ratel calls a“monster of an event” that takes >> 
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place at seven different sites, five at Ricard. 

It’s actually eight if you include the opening 
ceremony in the Vieux-Port area of Marseille, 
which took place yesterday (Wednesday) 
evening. It is, he says, “by far the biggest event the 
Stephane Ratel Organisation has ever put on”. 

It could have been even bigger. The original 
plan for 2021 was for 18 disciplines, which 
shrunk to 17 by the time this year’s Games 
was announced. That was reduced to 16 with 
the cancellation of an Endurance event open 
to both LMP3 and GT3 machinery at the 
back end of September. 

A lack of entries did for the sportscar enduro, 
which Ratel blames on the across-the-Games 
Pirelli tyre deal. All the significant P3 series in 
the worldrunon Michelin, which meant teams 
would be running on an unfamiliar tyre.“We were 
hit by the fact that the teams had never run on the 
Pirelli,” he says.“I think if we had been on the 
Michelin we would have got a grid and hada successful event.” 

The four remaining circuit disciplines have attracted mixed entries. 
The 24-car F4 Cup was oversubscribed, while the Touring Car event 
has hit 18 cars, two down on Vallelunga 2019. But the pair of disciplines 
for GT3 machinery have only brought in 13 entries apiece. 

The amateur event now known simply as GT for one silver and one 
bronze-rated driver, which started life as the Nations Cup in Bahrain 
in 2018, will be nine cars down on Vallelunga. GT Sprint, aone-driver 
race aimed at professionals and open to platinum and gold-ranked 
drivers, is arguably — or should have been — the blue riband discipline 
of the Games this time. Adding such an event to an already crowded 
GT3 calendar was always going to be ahard sell, but Ratel insists he 
isn’t overly disappointed. “We are going to have a very good podium, 
Ican assure you,” he says. 

That’s a reference to the six factory drivers on the entry from 


22) 
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Chris Smiley will represent 
Team UK in TCR contest 


Mercedes, Audi, Porsche and Lamborghini, 

the likes of Dries Vanthoor, Daniel Juncadella 
and Mirko Bortolotti. Ratel admits that the 
manufacturers have stepped in to help several of 
the national teams to put together programmes 
for this particular event. 

Anexamination of the entry lists raises 
inevitable questions about where the Games 
sits inthe motorsport spectrum. The grassroots 
disciplines that are all set up on the arrive-and- 
drive principle — Karting Endurance, for 
example, uses a fleet of corporate karts — and 
therefore have a lower barrier to entry have 
attracted the best fields. That’s except for the 
category where the bar is set even lower, Esports. 
A total of 57 nations will fight it out for the 
medals in the virtual racing realm. 

The Rally2 and Rally4 classes are even 
more badly subscribed than the track disciplines, 
with 12 and 10 cars respectively. 

It is probably no coincidence that the F4 Cup, the strongest proper 
racing category in terms of numbers, is also running to an arrive-and- 
drive format with the bespoke Abarth-powered KC MG -01 built for 
the Games by the Hong Kong-headquartered KCMG organisation. 

Ratel admits that there have been challenges; he points out, for 
example, that GT was hit by some late withdrawals. There is also, 
say the organisers, a disconnect between the two GT grids. Bertrand 
thinks that the FIA and SRO didn’t get the message across that the 
idea was that a team could take part in both with the same car: the 
amateur two-driver races are done and dusted on Saturday and 
the pro event doesn’t begin until Sunday. 

It is notable that only Spain has managed to put together a full team 
across all the events, though other ASNs announced an intent to do so. 
Included in that number is Motorsport UK, whose Team UK will 
compete in 10 disciplines. >> 


Just 13 nations - six with only silver-rated drivers - contest 
this new high-profile addition tothe Games. But the one- 
hour, one-driversprint for GT3 machinery has six factory 
stars from four manufacturers. 


GT3sdriven by onesilver and one bronze-rated driver 
compete over three one-hour races. Thefirsttwo 
determine the grid forthe final on a points system. 
Seven manufacturers are represented across 
theslender13-car field. 


TheglobalTCR 
category is again 
onthe bill, with 

18 countries 
representedinthe 
two-race event. 
Themedalsare 
this time awarded 
onthebasisofthe 
resultofthe second 
30-minute-plus-one-lap final. Gilles Magnus, second last 
time and fourth inthis year’s World Touring Car Cup points 
and newTCRUKchampion Chris Smiley fly the flag for 
Team Belgium and Team UK respectively. 


Single-seaters maintain 
anecessary presence at 
the Games with Formula 
4andastronggridofthe 
gridof KCMG-Ol1srun 

by Hitech. Andrea kimi 
Antonelli, F4champion 
in Germany and Italy 
this year, isthestandout 
ontheentry. 


SBLOXHAM/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


Aneventsimilarto the UK’sAuto Solo discipline, thisis a 
neweventonthe bill for mixed-gender two-driverteams. 
Twenty-five nations — Peru, Vietnam and Uzbekistan 
included —will go againsttheclock aboard the 

Opel Corsa-e Rally. 


This is another entry-level event: a four-hour, four-driver 
enduroin corporate machinery on Ricard’s karttrack. It’s all 
very arrive-and-drive, which explains why Motorsport UK 
approached Club 100to helpselectateam. 


~ | 
Bertrand hopes Games 


will help all the ASNs 


Historic motorsporthasa place atthe Games with this 
event for FIA Category 2 and 3 cars built between 1970 and 
1981. The entryincludes an Audi Quattro and acouple 

of Porsche 911SCs, one driven by formersportscar star 
Philippe Gache for Team France. Timand Steve Jones 
competeina Chrysler Sunbeam Ti for Team UK. 


The FIA’s four-wheel-drive feeder category has attracteda 
slim entry of 12 cars across six manufacturers. Brits Oliver 
Mellors andlanWindress compete for Team UK aboard 
their regular Proton |Iriz R5. 


Only 10carsareoutonthe 
stages for this front-wheel- 
drivecategory. Team 
Belgium’s Tom Rensonnet 
and Loic Dumontwere 
classwinnersin Rally2 
onthis year’s Ypres World 
Rally Championship round 
aboard their Renault Clio. 


Knownasthe Digital Cup at Vallelunga this category has 
attracted the biggest entry forthe competition onthe 
Assetto Corsa Competizione platform. James Baldwin, 
fourthin Italyin 2019, returns to represent Team UK 
aftera successful season in SRO’s GT World Challenge 
Europe Esports series. 


Atotalof30 
nationsare 
represented 
in Drifting, 
with reigning 
champion 
Dmitriy Illyuk 
returning to 
represent 
Ukrainein his 


There aresenior events forthe FIA’s entry-level off-road 
category for bike-engined buggies, whichrunstoa 
rallycross-type format. Daniel Rooke moves across 
from that world of rallycross with Team UK. 


Juniorsaged between 1land 
14and seniors beyondthat age 
range compete in separate 
events on Paul Ricard’s 

kart circuitin one-make 

OK machinery. 


Mixed-genderteams of 14and 
15-year-olds drive around 
obstacles in 20kW electric karts. 


Nissan 200SX. 
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Much of the action 


will take place at 
famous Paul Ricard 


“We took the view as one of the larger ASNs we would try to fielda 
team across all the disciplines andif we couldn’t get there, to at least be 
in the majority,” says Motorsport UK boss Hugh Chambers. “We have 
got to10 disciplines, andl am happy with that.” 

Chambers points out that all the Team UK athletes — as they are 
inevitably called — are self-funded. There is no subsidy from the 
British ASN: “We had that discussion, but we decided very quickly 
that as amembership organisation it is not our role to be subsidising 
our competitors. We did have conversations with potential partners 
about the Motorsport Games. We are all painfully aware of the 
economic situation at the moment andI think that made sponsors 
very cautious about being involved in something new, something 
that has yet to establish itself” 

Team Belgium, which will contest 14 disciplines, has taken a 
different approach with what is an extension of something known 
as the RACB National Team. Stoffel Vandoorne, Thierry Neuville and 
Bertrand Baguette are among its alumni. This year it is supporting the 
Rally4 campaign of Tom Rensonnet and he will represent his country 
in that category at the Games with regular co-driver Loic Dumont. 
Also onthe RACB National Team in Touring Car is Gilles Magnus, 
now a factory TCR driver with Audi and back at the Games this 
time looking to improve on his second place at Vallelunga in 2019. 

“We have had the concept of a national team for quite some time 
and we have managed to cover the disciplines which are within its 
scope,” says Xavier Schene, general manager of RACB Sport.“Our plan 
was also to cover the grassroots categories, which we could afford to 


“Once the events are able to 
generate sponsorship, countries 
will be able to finance teams” 


doas the ASN. The cost of doing all the events would be very high, so 
then we had to convince people to participate in the other events.” 
Ratel and Bertrand believe this model will be increasingly followed 
as the Games finds its feet and develops.“Sponsorship is related to 
media coverage,” says Ratel.“I can tell you we have many ASNs asking 
for access to the TV feed, because they can get something broadcast 
in their country. I believe that in the next one or two editions, we 
will have real global coverage and that will bring in the sponsors.” 
Ratel also suggests that in the future more manufacturers will 
want to become involved in the way that Audi, Porsche, Mercedes and 
Lamborghini have put their hands in their pockets to ensure they have 
apresence at the Games this time around.“I can’t believe that in two 
years the British GT3 manufacturers won’t want a top driver in Sprint 
in the British team,” he argues. “I’d think an American manufacturer — 
and we know who is coming [Chevrolet and Ford are both developing 
new GT3 cars] — will want an American driver in one of their cars. 
“Once the events are able to generate sponsorship, countries will 
be able to finance their teams. Then they will not just bring the people 
who want to participate and can afford it; they will want to bring the 


MOTORSPORT GAMES PREVIEW 


More than 70 
nations will battle it 
out to see who can top 
the medal table this 
weekend 


best in each category to the Games.” 

Bertrand believes that the growth of the Games will allow 
the national teams to tap into government -sanctioned funding 
programmes for which motorsport has been traditionally excluded. 
“Tam quite confident we will shortly see many ASNs being able to 
justify to local authorities in charge of sport that what they are doing 
under the umbrella of the FIA justifies some support so that they 
can represent the country in the best possible way,” he says. 

Chambers isn’t so sure as a former commercial director of the 
British Olympic Association that Team UK will be getting funding 
from UK Sport or Sport England two, four or even six years down 
the line.“Unless you are an Olympic sport, you don’t get UK Sport 
funding,” he explains.“I would find it difficult to imagine that 
they would come in and fund disciplines at the Motorsport Games. 
Motorsport is primarily not a heart and lungs sport seen to be 
about health and fitness, so opening up those channels of 
funding would be difficult.” 

Ratel and the FIA are insistent that the Games can be much 
more than a largely amateur event, one that spreads the gospel of 
motorsport to nations with less heritage in the sport — the likes of 
Nepal, Mozambique and Vietnam are among the newcomers this time. 
They argue that high-cost events on the track and rally stages can 
sit alongside the grassroots disciplines. 

“At the Olympics you have the superstars of athletics and people 
competing in lower-profile sports who only become famous because 
they win a medal,” says Ratel.“What we are doing is in the same spirit.” 
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WEB DIRECTORY 


2S WEB DIRECTORY 


RACE RADIO 


Professional Team Radio 
System For All Budgets 


MEMORABILIA 


INSURANCE 


RAPHS 
We buy and sell F1 items 
AYRTON SENNA specialists 
01920 462963 
07557 640179 
__email:- sales@f' collectors.com 


INSURANCE 


g6LLecToRS com #1 FORT MEMORABILIA 
“ene set ms oe BAUTOG 


Insurance for Drivers 
and Race Teams 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


_—- 


www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com 


RACE PARTS 


r G -ordgport » Part BOX! 


Performance and Tuning Parts 


Leading performance brands online 


RACE PARTS 


Passionate About Motorsport 


www.jicraceandrally.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT 
= CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 
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RACE PREPARATION 


Ome “ YBRACING 


WWW.YBRACING.COM 


RACE PARTS 


Gearboxman.com 
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES 


Gearboxes & Axles for Road, Race, Rally and more 


Telephone: 01582 840008 Fax: 01582 840007 


[ae Systems SUMP 
fu CE, YSTEMS 


ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 
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RV SALES AND SERVICE 


MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


Ben Fullick 
T: +44 (0)7884 117 237 


E: ben.fullick@motorsport.com 


MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 


RACINGEDGE ~—_. 


Dealers, brokers, car clubs & more! 
We're on a mission to decentralize the future of the specialty car trade, 
giving community leaders a piece of the auto industry itself. 


Contact us today to learn more about how your business can plug-in 
to our Paddock Network of Buyers and Sellers. 
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MARKETPLACE 


MOTORSPORT JOBS 


CLASSIFIEDS MOTORSPORT JOBS 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Workshop Manager 


Palmersport 
In this role you'll be: 


Co-ordinating the maintenance and preparation of our 
extensive vehicle fleet 

Organising the workshop team to react to faults and 
issues 

Planning and organising routine maintenance and 
pro-active prevention of longer term issues Using your 
knowledge along with vehicle data logs 

Directing the skilled team in the workshop 

Organising and motivating others to contribute to the 
team effort 


For this role you'll need: 


Excellent people skills and relevant management 
experience 

Knowledge of car build, preparation and set-up 

Excellent core engineering skills 

To be highly organised and able to work quickly, accurately 
and methodically 

A full driving licence 

To be prepared to work evenings and Saturdays as 
required 

A proactive mentality, flexibility and good problem-solving 
Skills 


To apply now visit|www.motorsportjobs.com| 


motorsport 


JOBS ROWEN 


Race Team Event Manager 
Rowe Racing 


We are looking for an experienced race team event manager 
to take a leading role in planning and on event coordination 
of various racing and testing activities of our racing team. 
Depending on the event the team size can sum up to 50 
personnel on site. 


Event planning in cooperation with technical and 
commercial departments 

Team planning and preparation of racing and testing 
events activity 

Team logistics management 

High amount of international travel mainly in Europe 
Generate event process documentation and manuals 
(team information booklet, timing schedule) 
Communication with organisers, partners, suppliers and 
customers before, at and after events 

Event on-site team coordination 

Optimisation of existing and implementation of new 
processes and guidelines for improved event process 
Post event report and debriefing 

Support project related activities such as purchase, 
vehicle fleet, driver equipment and technical processes at 
base between events 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Travel & Race Support Administrator 
Aston Martin Fl Team 


Skills & knowledge required: 


Demonstrable administration experience. 

Excellent organizational and prioritisation skills. 
Exceptional attention to detail. 

Outstanding communication and interpersonal abilities at 
all levels, both internally and externally. 

To be self-motivated and to motivate others to thrive ina 
challenging environment. 

Ability to calmly and confidently work under pressure 

to achieve targets and deliver results within required 
timescales. 

To communicate effectively, positively and respectfully 
with all colleagues. 

To have a flexible attitude and ability to work as part of a 
team in a demanding and rapidly changing environment. 
Be results orientated and be confident in your decision- 
making skills. 

Be enthusiastic and versatile and be able to build, develop 
and maintain good working relationships with colleagues. 
Excellent computer literacy, including Excel, word, 
Microsoft smart- sheet 

Ability to demonstrate a clear understanding of and 
commitment to Health & Safety. 


To apply now visit 


motorsport 
JOBS 


mctaren” 


Systems Engineer - Power Electronics 
McLaren Automotive 


To design, engineer, integrate & deliver, from concept to 
series-development, Electric Drive Electrical Systems 
ensuring they fulfil all the programme requirements (cost, 
timing, performance / function / attributes). EDS includes 
areas of Motor Systems, Motor Control Units (or Inverters), 
DC/DC converters, Charging Systems, DC and AC connection 
systems such as Power Distribution Units (PDUs), HV 
harnesses and associated high voltage safety systems. 


Key responsibilities: 


EDS knowledge and experience — includes attribute 
delivery/support, managing design releases, 
specifications, DVPs, DFMEAs, BCR (QCRs) 

Ownership and delivery of one or more EDS component 
Assembly planning and allocation of one or more EDS 
component 

EDS simulation (where required) 

Supplier management of one or more EDS component 


To apply now visit] www.motorsportjobs.com 


moto rsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS 
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If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 


please contact|james.robinson@motorsport.com)or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 


JOBS 


motorsport Z) 


VIPs Guest Relations Manager 
Alpine Fl Team 


The role: 


Lead the VIP guest programme for BWT Apine Fl Team 
events including pit lane, garage and grid access, meals 
and off-track dinners. 

Manage pre-event travel, hotel arrangements and 
logistics and all supplier relationships. 

Coordinate on-site travel including ground transport. 
Organise off-track events Including private drinks 
receptions, dinners over race weekends. 

Review and continually evolve the Guest Relations 
Programme and look for new opportunities. 

Communicate with VIP guests and their respective offices 
as well as Alpine Executives 

Own all event materials and itineraries to ensure clarity of 
information. 

Work closely, communicate and regularly update the Team 
Lead, Guest Relations and relevant internal stakeholders 
of guest's movements and any schedule changes or 
requirement. 

Maintain excellent working relationships with colleagues, 
Partners, industry stakeholders and suppliers. 

Monitor competitors and industry benchmark trends 
Ensure full respect out of Health and Safety processes 
Regular travel to races including working long hours during 
events 

Based in Enstone (UK), BWT Alpine F1 Team's 
headquarters 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 


JOBS — 


Developer for Embedded Electronics Formula 1 
Audi Formula Racing 


As an embedded electronics developer, you will design 
electronic circuits for the control units of our Formula 1 
power unit and its development environment. 


Job purpose/role: 


Development of embedded electronics systems for Arm 
Cortex MCUs/MPUs (circuit design and layout) Design of 
analog and digital sensor interfaces 

Design of distributed systems/architectures 

Cooperation with software development on the 
specification and commissioning of MPU/MCU systems 
Development of software/drivers (bare metal / RTOS) for 
MCU systems 

Commissioning of / troubleshooting in in-house and 
external hardware components Setup of prototypes in the 
in-house hardware laboratory 

Creation of documentation and manufacturing documents 


To apply now visit|\www.motorsportjobs.com 


MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS 


motorsport 
woes? 


Experienced MIG Welder/Fabricator 


Ginetta Cars 


We are recruiting for a Experienced MIG Welder/Fabricator 
to join the team, you will work as part of the Fabrication 
department assisting with the build schedule of fabricated 
components and M.|.G weld mild steel. 


The successful candidate will: 


Have basic mechanical knowledge 

Be passionate and enthusiastic about Motorsport 
Show self-motivation 

Have excellent communication and interaction skills 
Display attention to detail 

Demonstrate a positive attitude towards helping in and 
around the factory as required. 

Be someone who wants to play an integral part in 
building/growing a strong operation 

Someone who wants to develop their career with a 
progressive business. 


To apply now visit| www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Technical Standards & Continuous 


Improvement Engineer 
Alfa Romeo F1 Team 


The role: 


Checking of all Design Office drawings to ensure 
compliance to set standards 

Responsible for Design Office Standards, creation, and 
development alongside legality requirements 

Working with key stakeholders including Production 

and Purchasing to continuously improve Engineering 
Standards 

Standardize processes and actively share best practices 
Involved with Continuous Improvement Activities 

Foster a continuous improvement culture throughout the 
company 

Develop and implement appropriate data gathering 
studies. Analyse data to provide evidence necessary to 
drive improvement focus. 

Streamline processes through the use of data to improve 
decision making 

Support the capture and tracking of issues 

Analyse metrics to guide and support design, planning 
and operations departments 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


moto rsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 


please contact] james.robinson@motorsport.com)or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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TCR UK Smiley’s delight after taking title 


“AUTOSPORT 


CLUB RACING eHISTORICS e FEATURES N A } : O N A L 


Festival farce! 


Esterson is declared worthy winner, 
but anger as heavy rain cuts short final 
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MRL AND HRDC ENTERTAIN RIVETT UNSCATHED AFTER SPOONER DEBUTS 
AT SILVERSTONE HORROR FESTIVAL SHUNT GROUP 5 BMW BEAST 


Normal business resumes covering all of the UK/EU major 
circuits and with a selection of Caterhams to suit the 
beginner through to the experienced race driver. 

Not just your average track day company. 


Collins 


EC) DRIVECRATE 


SUBSCRIPTION BOX 
FOR FORMULA 1FANS 


Founded by a team of passionate race fans, 
we've partnered up with leading motorsport brands to 
deliver monthly themed boxes, containing unique 
items from across the world of F1. 


Each box is themed around the upcoming races and 
always includes brand-new official team merchandise! 


Discover more at 


Maurice Foreword by 
Hamilton — Sir Jackie Stewart 


Former BTCC racer took 
TCR title at Snetterton 


NITES KiNG, 
Clon; 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Smiley secures TCR UK honours 


TCR UK 


Former British Touring Car racer Chris 
Smiley clinched the TCR UK title at 

a sodden Snetterton last weekend, 
taking a win and a third across the 
season finale to defeat Isaac Smith. 

Smiley, who is set to represent the UK in 
the touring car class of the FIA’s Motorsport 
Games this week, had spent the previous 
two seasons with Excelr8 Motorsport in the 
BTCC. But, with no seat available to him 
this year, he instead opted to join the 
Restart Racing team newly set up by Bert 
Taylor, his boss at BTC Racing in 2017-19, 
at the wheel of an FK7 Honda Civic. 


Mini winner Lockwood 
to swap to Porsche 


PORSCHE CARRERA CUP 


Mini Challenge frontrunner 
Jason Lockwood is set to 
switch to the Porsche Carrera 
Cup GB next year, remaining 
with Excelr8 Motorsport as 
the team expands into the 
series for the first time. 

It was announced earlier 
this season that Excelr8, 
which powered Tom Ingram 
to British Touring Car title 


glory this year, was eyeing 
a Porsche move and had 
signed 2021 Mini runner-up 
Max Bird as its first driver. 
Lockwood, who finished 
fifth in this year’s Mini 
standings and claimed his 
maiden win at Oulton Park, is 
the second driver on board. 
“After three years in the 
Mini Challenge, I feel the 
time is right for a new 
challenge and the Carrera 


The Northern Irishman arrived in 
Norfolk tied on points with Smith, after 
dropped scores were applied, but grabbed 
the advantage with a win from pole position 
in the opener. Smith fought through to 
second, and claimed the fastest lap bonus 
point, after starting fifth in his Race Car 
Consultants Volkswagen Golf. 

Smiley then followed his rival as they 
progressed through the pack from the fifth 
row of the partially reversed grid for race 
two. Smith climbed to third but then slid off 
at Riches, falling to seventh and promoting 
Smiley to the podium and the title win. 

“What a year — and what a final race!” 
he said. “We’ve had some highs and a few 


Cup GB is the ideal next 
step,” said Lockwood. 

“T’m really looking forward 
to moving into sportscar 
racing, particularly when I’m 
going to be doing it alongside 
Excelr8. I’ve been with the 
team since my first car race, 


lows, but the outcome of today makes 
everything worthwhile. The Restart Racing 
guys have done a fabulous job and the car 
has been great all season. I have to say a big 
thanks to the whole team and everyone who 
has supported us. It feels so good to have 
achieved what we set out to do this year.” 

Also crowned in Norfolk was Matt Luff in 
the Civic Cup, who mirrored Smiley’s results 
with a win and a third. While the Area 
Motorsport driver dominated the opener, he 
endured a nervy finish to the second contest 
after charging up from 10th on the reversed 
grid. This included being spun at Wilson, 
but he did enough to secure the title from 
race-two winner Morgan Bailey. 


© LocKWead 


yoursupply chain partner 


in Minis at Oulton Park © 


ee | 


so we have developed a good 
bond, and we now have the 
opportunity to learn together 
as we move into Porsches.” 
He is due to sample the 
Porsche for the first time at 
next week’s taster day and is 
set to enter the Pro-Am class. 
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Matt Rivett has decided to step 
back from racing “for now” 
following a horrific accident in 
the Formula Ford Festival at 
Brands Hatch last weekend. 
Rivett’s Van Diemen RF91 
made contact with the rear 
of Tom McArthur’s car into 
Paddock Hill Bend during the 
third heat. He was sent into a 
series of high-speed rolls, with 
the car disintegrating before 
bouncing back off the barriers 
and coming to rest face-up 
in the gravel. 
Rivett was knocked 
unconscious briefly in the 


shunt, but was able to extract 
himself from the wreckage 
before being transported to 
hospital. He was released later 
that evening after checks 
revealed only a concussion. 
“T’m a bit concussed and 
dizzy [still] but it’s getting 
better,” said the 2006 Castle 
Combe FF1600 champion. 
“The only bit I can’t remember 
is getting out of the car and 
going to the medical centre; 
everything else is clear as day. 
“T’m unbelievably lucky with 
everything. When drivers go 
unconscious, their arms just 
flap about; my arms were right 
out of the cockpit as it hit the 


barrier. It tweaked my shoulder 
a bit in the joint, but it could 
have been unbelievably worse. 

“My poor wife [Sam] was 
watching it on the livestream, 
and she thought she’d lost me 
so I can’t put her through that 
again. For now, we’ll knock it 
on the head for a while, no 
pun intended!” 

Rivett had intended to repeat 
his 2021 feat of winning the 
Historic final on Sunday 
and reclaim the Brian Jones 
Memorial Trophy, and was 
relishing a battle with eventual 
winner Cameron Jackson. 

“The main motivation for 
entering actually was to race 


GARY HAWKINS 


Cameron,” added Rivett. 

“T thought, ‘Magic, there’s going 
to be some good competition 
there, we’ll have a good battle? 

I was really excited about that.” 
He also thanked those who 
have sent messages to both him 
and his wife after the accident. 

“Tt’s a proper community the 
racing world,” he said. “The 
messages of wellbeing and 
people glad that I’m alive really 
has been overwhelming. Sam 
as well, she’s been getting 
messages from people she 
doesn’t know, just making sure 
she’s OK. It’s been brilliant 
in that respect.” 


Queen wins first GB4 shootout and £20k prize 


American Colin Queen has won the first 
GB4 Championship shootout, and with 
it a prize of £20,000 to be used towards 
a spot in the championship next year. 
The National Formula Ford GB4 
Shoot-Out was open to the top three 
teenagers in this year’s National FF1600 
season, and Queen finished second 
in the standings with Ammonite 
Motorsport after securing four wins. 
Queen, Lucas Romanek and Brandon 
McCaughan took part in an assessment 
day at Snetterton last week, which 
included runs in Fortec Motorsports- 
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run Tatuus F4-T014 GB4 cars, after 
conducting simulation tests at the 
team’s factory. 

“This is a truly memorable 
experience, and the £20,000 prize 
will help us in so many ways towards 
next season,” said Queen. “I was so 
excited for everything, how the 
shoot-out was put together and the 
opportunity that all three of us had. 
The car was amazing, really fun to drive 
and I’m glad that I impressed everyone 
enough to win this. It’s truly great. 

“Next year I definitely wanted to do 
slicks and wings over here in Europe and 
in England, and GB4 was right up there 


Queen with the 
cheque for £20k 
| = 


on my list as number one really.” 

Fortec team boss Richard Dutton 
added: “It was a very close contest at 
Snetterton, but ultimately we felt that 
Colin had the upper hand with 
consistency and speed.” 


Goossens (inset left) chats 
with his old F3 team boss 


‘Dick Bennetts at Festival 
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Goossens takes class win in 
Historics on Festival return 


FORMULA FORD FESTIVAL 


Marc Goossens says his return to the 
Formula Ford Festival last weekend 
was “a blast” after taking a class 


victory in the Historic final. 


The 52-year-old Belgian returned to 
the Brands Hatch event for the first 
time since he won the 1991 Festival, this 
time at the wheel of a Van Diemen RF80. 

He was knocked out in the semi-finals 
of the main event, but finished ninth 
overall and top of Class C in the 
Historic section of the meeting. 

“It’s been a blast — for me the main 
thing was coming back to the Festival after 
all these years,” he said. “Driving through 
the [paddock] tunnel the first time put a 


big smile on my face. It is what it is, you 


can’t explain it to people and you have 


to experience it again, and relive it again, 
because you kind of forget all the way 
through your career what it all meant. 


“Tt’s not as big as what it used to be but 


it’s still good to see a lot of familiar faces 
around the paddock. There are fans here 
from Belgium that were here 30 years ago. 
I can’t thank them enough for following it.” 

Roberto Moreno also returned for the 
2022 edition, one year after the 1980 
Festival winner and ex-Formula 1 driver’s 
first comeback. This time he was at the 
wheel of more modern machinery — a 
Graham Brunton Racing Ray GR16 — and 
was also knocked out in the semi-finals. 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


Silverstone GP round for British F4 


BRITISH F4 


British Formula 4 has tweaked 
its calendar for next season to 
include the Silverstone Grand 
Prix layout as the series has 
its first event away from its 
supporting role to the British 
Touring Car Championship. 
When the 2023 BTCC 
schedule was announced in 
May, British F4 said it would 
provisionally feature at all 
10 rounds as usual. But, based 


on feedback from teams about 
the benefits of having the full 
Fi circuit on the roster, the 


calendar has now been altered. 


Instead of visiting 
Silverstone’s National layout 
with the BTCC in September, 
F4 will appear alongside 
the British Endurance 
Championship on the GP 
circuit in June, the week after 
the Oulton Park round. The 
usual format of two practice 
sessions, qualifying and three 


20-minute races will remain. 
“Tt’s another excellent step 
forward for British F4 to visit 
the full Grand Prix circuit at 
Silverstone as part of the 2023 
calendar,” said Hugh Chambers, 
CEO of F4 promoter 
Motorsport UK. “We have 
always placed a great deal of 
importance on listening and 
engaging with the paddock, and 
we know all the teams will be 
excited by the make-up of 
the series for next year.” 


IN THE HEADLINES 


TRIBUTE TO ROBINSON 


The Classic Touring Car Racing Club’s 
Jaguar Challenge field paid tribute to 
outgoing championship coordinator 
Chris Robinson at Donington Park 
last weekend. All cars carried 
windscreen sun-strips reading 

‘Thas alreyt Chris’ in homage to the 
Yorkshireman. Robinson, who 
assisted with the transition from the 
Jaguar Enthusiasts’ Club where he 
was competitions secretary, is 
stepping down from his role and will 
now focus on his similar position 
with the Mike Hawthorn Challenge 
for pre-1966 Jaguar saloons. 


BRIT’S BRITCAR CHAMPIONS 


Team BRIT drivers Chris Overend and 
James Whitley clinched the Britcar 
Trophy Championship at Donington 
Park. The pair headed the standings 
going into the event, and took their 
BMW M240i to a Class 2-winning 15th 
overall in the first race. Fifth in class 
in the second race was enough to 
clinch the title ahead of Clio class 
champion Charlie Hand. 


MECHANIC IN HOSPITAL 


A Wayne Poole Racing mechanic was 
left with a broken ankle and foot 
after being run over by another 
Formula Ford competitor in the parc 
ferme area at Brands Hatch last 
weekend. The incident happened on 
Saturday during the Formula Ford 
Festival, with the injured man taken 
to hospital, where he was due to 
undergo an operation on Sunday. 


FOUNDATION ON COURSE 


The all-electric Formula Foundation-E 
single-seater made its first public 
appearance at the Formula Ford 
Festival last weekend at Brands 
Hatch, performing several demo laps 
(below). The car is set to form the 
Uk’s first all-electric race series, with 
organiser the British Racing & Sports 
Car Club intent on running 
demonstration races next year. Driver 
Jake Mayes said: “It’s an alternative, 
it’s not replacing anything.” 
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Group 5 BMW 


produces over 400bhp 


635 Alpina 
makes debut 


CLASSIC THUNDER 


GT and historics racer Howard Spooner 
plans regular outings aboard his Group 5 
BMW 635 Alpina after making his debut in 
the car at Donington Park last weekend. 
Based on the E24 6-Series, the car 
features a 3.5-litre turbocharged Alpina 
B7/2 engine with which charismatic 
1970s Formula 1 driver Arturo Merzario 
planned a Group 5 programme with the 
635. But Merzario’s project was mothballed, 
and it passed to Luigi Moreschi, who 


STEVE JONES 


completed the build. Moreschi campaigned “Tt’s quite a complicated beast,” said Sunday’s second Classic Thunder race. 

the car mainly in Italian hillclimbs Spooner, “so it’ll take a bit of getting Spooner plans a varied race programme, 

but it had not run for a decade used to but it’s a lovely, stunning car. likely to include further appearances in 

before Spooner acquired it. The turbo comes in like a sledgehammer Classic Thunder, outings with the Classic 
BMW specialist Geoff Steel Racing has hitting you on the back of the head!” Sports Car Club and the Belcar Historic Cup 

recommissioned the car, which delivers well After limited testing, the car suffered a in Belgium. “Anything that wants it in and 

over 400bhp through a KKK turbocharger, misfire and needed an overnight differential lets it in, we’ll do it,” he said. 

delivered through a sequential gearbox. change at Donington but completed MARK PAULSON 


; , a 
UVio Hofmann’s duo seal : fawrnemsteia 5 
late Oulton Fun Cup win 


BRSCC (UVio Hofmann’s) and Neil 
Plimmer (PLR). Randaccio 
While GCI Racing clinched the quickly picked off two of his 
title, the winner of the Fun Cup __ rivals, before snatching the lead 
season finale at Oulton Park last from Bate into Knickerbrook 


weekend was determined by three laps from home. 

a 13-minute sprint to the flag, Doug Crosbie’s Van Diemen 

following four hours of racing, RF89 secured a double win in 

after a safety car intervention. the Northern and Super Classic past the pits at the start of the in the first ST-XR Challenge 
Gary Bate of Team Formula Fords. Crosbie held next tour. It was a lights-to-flag | contest and led race two until he 

Greenheath had the lead, from off John Murphy (RF9o) from win for Crosbie in race two, in went off at Lodge on lap four of 

Colin Kingsnorth (Stobart the start of race one but, aftera = which Nick Barnes just managed 10. This left Michael Blackburn 

Sport) and Team Viking’s Mark _ safety-car intervention, Murphy — to squeeze past Murphy into just holding off Sam Beckett in 

Holme, but they were under was ahead on lap four of nine, Old Hall for second. another desperately close duel. 

threat from Fabio Randaccio before Crosbie reclaimed the lead Chris Jones was never headed PETER SCHERER 


PRIME MINISTER... _ 
T Coutd as . 
AND AWKWARD, THENON HOLTON Keay . oo “ao tie. 
FOLLOW ME. < {Tray Wicn @ oa To Ste YouBoss w 
, ING Pa | Le o wt 
TAKE METO TORK | ere 4 
YOUR LEADER ~ Pee 


= i = j si] ‘ 
. . \ = +h al 
‘ x 
‘ { ‘ 
4 
‘te re a? . 


+44 (0) 1929 551557 
www.aaoil.co.uk 


58 |AUTOSPORT.COM 27 OCTOBER 2022 


Equipe plans two- 
day events and 
Zandvoort for ’23 


EQUIPE CLASSIC RACING 


Equipe Classic Racing has revealed its 
calendar for next season, which features an 
increased number of two-day double-header 
meetings and an overseas trip to Zandvoort. 

This year was the first time the popular 
historic racing organiser has held its own 
meetings, rather than buying track time 
from other clubs, and it will continue to 
offer its own events in 2023. 

Nine fixtures have been announced for next 
year and five of these are held over two days, 
starting with the Brands Hatch season opener in 
April. Other two-day meetings include a visit to 
the Silverstone Grand Prix circuit in June and to 
Snetterton in September. Donington Park and 
Oulton Park also feature on the calendar, while 
Cadwell Park is a new venue for 2023. 

“Tt enables people to take a bit of pressure 
off those single-day events that get really 
busy,” explained Equipe partner Rob Cull of 
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New Equipe season is set to 
begin with Brands two-dayer 
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the decision to run more two-day fixtures. 
“We’ve got some nice guests joining us as well.” 

Alongside its popular categories such as 
Equipe GTS, it is planning to run standalone 
grids at almost all events next year for its new 
70s series, which is open to a wide range of 
tin-tops and sportscars. 

Cull is also looking forward to Zandvoort, 
the club’s first European round for four years. 
“When we go there, we hire a beach bar and have 
a barbecue for our drivers on the Saturday night 
— it’s areally nice away day,” he said. 

STEPHEN LICKORISH 


Grehan claims British Historic 
Rally title with Carlisle win 


HISTORIC RALLYING 


Henri Grehan and Dan Petrie have 
won this year’s British Historic Rally 
Championship after taking victory 
on the final round, last Saturday’s 
Carlisle Stages in Kielder forest. 

The win secured a convincing title for 
the Ford Escort Mk2 crew as the challenge 
from three-time British Rally champion 
Matt Edwards evaporated when his 
Fiat 131 stopped with an electrical issue. 

But this was not a straightforward event 
for Grehan — problems with his own car 


Grehan had to borrow an 
Escort to claim the title 


developed in the run-up to the rally, and he 
had to borrow the similar Escort of club 
mate Alan Walker. 

Edwards needed to win the rally to 
have a chance of the title, but also needed 
Grehan to finish no better than fourth. 

As it turned out, Grehan scored maximum 
points for the second time in three rallies 
to clinch his first BHRC crown. 

“That’s absolutely amazing,” said Grehan. 
“At the start of the year, I didn’t know how 
we were going to get on. It was just a case 
of try and get some results and build it up.” 
PAUL LAWRENCE 


IN THE HEADLINES 


BRC REVAMPS CALENDAR 


The British Rally Championship has 
revealed a revamped 2023 calendar, 
which includes the return of the 
Belgian Ypres Rally for the first time 
since 2019. Also back after a year 
away is the Ulster Rally, while the 
season will begin with a new event 
to the BRC: the Malcolm Wilson Rally 
in Cumbrian forests in March. The 
Jim Clark Rally, Rali Ceredigion, the 
Trackrod and Cambrian retain slots. 


WILLAN RETAINS HRGR TITLE 
Volvo PV544 driver Dan Willan 

has retained the Historic Rally Car 
Register Clubmans Rally title after a 
tremendous season of historic road 
rallies. Willan needed only to finish 
the penultimate event, last 
weekend’s Dansport Historic Rally in 
the Derbyshire Peak District, to be 
sure of the crown. With co-driver 
Niall Frost, he went on to take third 
overall behind winner John Haygarth 
(Opel Kadett) and Leigh Powley 
(Toyota Corolla). 


MOTOFEST ENDS 2022 PLANS 


MotoFest Coventry organisers have 
decided against holding the event on 
a new date this year and will next run 
the closed-roads fixture in the city 
centre on 3-4 June 2023. It had been 
due to take place last month but was 
postponed following the death of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
shortly before its scheduled date. 
Given the timeframe involved in 
applying for the roads to be closed, it 
was decided to now wait until 2023. 


COLBURNS RACE BMW 3.0Si 


Brothers Ben and James Colburn took 
a promising eighth last weekend in 
the Historic Racing Drivers Club Gerry 
Marshall Trophy race at Silverstone 
first time out in a 1972 BMW 3.0Si 
(below). Built by marque specialist 
Alex Elliott fora Goodwood entry, it 
sports Tony Lanfranchi’s period 
ShellSport/Mathwall Engineering 
livery. Dormant for years, it joined 
the family’s Westbourne Motorsport 
stable recently. The team also has 

a Ford Falcon in build. 


<> 


[a4 
lu 
=< 
=z 
= 
=< 
g 
= 


27 OCTOBER 2022 |AUIOSPORIT.COM 59 


04-09 NOVEMBER 


EXHIBITION HALLS, PLUS EVENT PUBLICATIONS, TEST DRIVES AND ON-TRACK EXPERIENCES. THIS IS STRICTLY ATRADE AND INDUSTRY EVENT AND NO CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 
12 CAN ATTEND THE SHOW, JUNIOR DRIVERS BETWEEN THE AGES OF 12-16 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT TICKET HOLDER. ALL INFORMATION CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO 


EXCLUSIVE TICKET REGISTRATION FOR DRIVERS, TEAMS AND THE TRADE IS NOW OPEN, ALL PRE-REGISTERED TICKETS INCLUDE 2-DAY ACCESS TO THE LIVE PADDOCK AND GARAGES, mM  @) I  @) f S p  @) f I 
PRINT 01/08/2022. TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. | 
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Festival farce a low point 


No organisers can change the weather, but much can be done in 
anticipation of what is forecast — and that didn’t happen last Sunday 


STEFAN MACKLEY 


think some people are too scared to go back.” 
‘6 There’s no denying that Max Esterson’s return 
I to the Formula Ford Festival at Brands Hatch 
last weekend was something of arisk, with 
no guarantees that the young American 
would even feature at the front after 12 months without 
racing a Kent-powered machine. 

On that occasion, it was en route to victory inthe Walter Hayes 
Trophy at Silverstone via wins in his heat and semi-final as well 
as the final. Incredibly, the GB3 race winner repeated the feat at 
Brands last weekend, banishing the disappointment of finishing 
runner-up in 2021 and proving himself a worthy winner. 

Sadly, and unfairly, Esterson’s achievement will be 
overshadowed by the fiasco that took place and the final that — 
officially — only ran over two laps, with proceedings halted after 
heavy rain and dark clouds limited visibility shortly after the start. 

Let’s be clear, almost everyone this writer spoke with in the 
paddock afterwards agreed that the correct decision had been 
to stop the race and that the opportunity to restart never 
materialised. But the fact that the teams and drivers were put 
in sucha situation in the first place left many angry withthe 
organising British Racing & Sports Car Club. 

As early as Sunday morning, all weather forecasts predicted 
heavy thunderstorms late afternoon, at approximately 5pm — just 


“Tt needs to be looked at or 
else collectively as a group of 
teams we will go elsewhere” 


before the final was scheduled to take place. Sure enough, as the 
cars headed off for the formation lap, spots of rain began to fall 
and flashes of lightning lit up the sky. 

Hindsight is a wonderful thing, but the BRSCC had backed itself 
into acorner by putting the final at the end of the schedule, the 
usual spiel being that it has always run at the end of the weekend as 
per tradition. It may have been the first time in 50 years this had 
happened but this day has been coming, with several finals only 
just taking place before sunset due to delays in the programme 
or restarts needed in the final itself. 

How can it be that when teams have spent small fortunes testing 
over three days, drivers have travelled from various parts of the 
world, including America and Brazil, that the main event can’t 
take place after two full days of racing? 


Don’t get me wrong. If the entire day had been a washout, it 
would have been different, something that couldn’t have been 
prevented, but there was enough warning to avoid this situation. 

“Thope that everyone can learn for the future,” said 2022 runner- 
up and three-time winner Joey Foster.“We’ve been here for five 
days without having the actual race that we’re building towards — 
of course we’re disappointed. The final has always been run late 
and Idon’t recall there ever being an issue, but it’s not going to be 
the last time it rains at the end of October so let’s perhaps have 
discussions about it and see what can be done.” 

Niall Murray, a two-time winner, added:“I was disgusted by the 
end. Ijust don’t know who thought to put the race at 5pm at the 
end of October, it’s just stupid. Everybody in the paddock knew 
about the weather warnings — this big dark storm was coming 
in sol don’t know why they didn’t scrap the last -chance race 
or move us before another race.” 

The organisers didn’t need to look far either to bring forward the 
final. A needless eight-lap last-chance race was once again held, 
the shortest scheduled race distance of the weekend, and twice it 
was red-flagged, which caused delays. Earlier, two progression 
races were held with just 15 cars in each, which could have been 
combined. Again, it would have saved more time on the schedule. 

Some team bosses were also left angry that changes could 
be made to the cars during the red-flag stoppage, despite the 
BRSCC stating that “the cars were held in parc ferme conditions” 
in astatement released after the event. The changes though, 
according to BRSCC chairman Peter Daly, were made 
“completely on the grounds of safety — and safety has 
to be at the forefront of the sport”. 

“What we are doingis looking at next year’s Festival timetable 
and looking at options,’ added Daly.“ The challenge of the Formula 
Ford Festival is to maintain the number of entries, maintain 
the competitiveness, quality, TV coverage and sponsorship 
opportunities to make it commercially viable” 

But unfortunately the damage might have already been done 
among teams and drivers.“This is the flagship event, they 
[BRSCC] need to look at themselves in the mirror,” said team 
owner Bernard Dolan.“We put alot of money in to do this 
right, we want to have a better service. Absolutely it needs 
to be looked at or else collectively as a group of professional 
teams we will go elsewhere.” 

Last year, the 50th anniversary of the Festival was one of the high 
points in the event’s history as former winners returned and 
healthy crowds filled the grandstands. But last weekend’s final was 
almost certainly one of the lowest for the illustrious event. .¥ 
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Esterson ahead as rain stops play 


BRANDS HATCH 
BRSCC FORMULA FORD FESTIVAL 
22-23 OCTOBER 


Max Esterson banished the disappointment 
of just missing out on Formula Ford Festival 
glory 12 months ago with victory in the 
2022 edition — albeit the shortest ever 

final in the event’s 51-year history. 

But, while the main race proved an 
anti-climax, with a result declared after 
only two racing laps as heavy rain and 
darkness descended, the American had 
earned the right to victory with his 
performances earlier in the event in leading 
every lap of his heat and semi-final. 
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With dark clouds looming overhead and 
lightning striking in the distance, Esterson’s 
Ray GR18 held the advantage from pole 
for the scheduled 20-lap final, while Joey 
Foster’s Firman RFR20 moved into second 
after getting the better of front-row starter 
Michael Eastwell (Spectrum 011C). 

Eastwell slipped behind Kevin Mills 
Racing team-mate Jordan Dempsey after 
running slightly wide at Graham Hill 
Bend, with the front trio soon pulling 
out a gap to the chasing pack. 

But at the start of lap three, heavy rain — 
which had been forecast to fall since 
the start of the day — began to pound the 
Brands Hatch circuit, with the safety 


Mistake for Murray let 
ee Sharp back ahead as 


Foster watches 


car immediately called into action. As 
competitors slowed along the start/finish 
straight, David McCullough was hit from 
behind by the Ray of Team USA Scholarship 
driver Tom Schrage. With McCullough’s 
Van Diemen RFoo stranded in the middle of 
the circuit after also making contact with 
the pitwall, the red flag was deployed before 
the drivers had completed their fourth lap. 

With competitors instructed to head to 
the pits, confusion reigned as teams were 
eventually given permission to make changes 
to the cars, aiding those who had edged 
towards a dry set-up while angering those 
who had already gambled on wet settings. 

In the end, the tension and disagreements 
counted for nothing when, with darkness 
shrouding the circuit, the ‘race’ was declared 
with Esterson the victor in a somewhat 
farcical situation (see Opinion,[p63). 

“It’s by no means a fluke, I was first 
every session before it — it’s not like I got 
lucky and made up 10 spots when everyone 
fell off the track,” said a delighted Esterson. 
“T just can’t believe it really, especially as 
I haven’t driven the car all year.”“He’s a 
deserved winner — he won the Walter 
Hayes Trophy last year, he was second here 
last year,’ acknowledged Foster. “He was 
always going to be the toughest opposition I 
saw heading into this weekend; he’s always 
had the car hooked up around here.” 

Indeed, GB3 race winner Esterson never 


looked out of place on his FF1600 return 
with Ammonite Motorsport, and qualified 
comfortably on pole from 2022 National 
Formula Ford champion Dempsey for the 
opening heat. Although there had been 

a pace advantage in qualifying, the same 
couldn’t be said during the heat itself as 
Dempsey relentlessly pressured Esterson 
throughout on a damp but drying track. 

While Dempsey was looking to take the 
lead, he also had to be mindful of Rory 
Smith in his mirrors, with the 2020 Festival 
winner briefly moving ahead just past the 
halfway point at Druids, before losing the 
spot on the exit of Graham Hill Bend. 

Esterson held on after a “stressful” race, 
and faced a different challenge in the first 
semi-final, again held on a damp track. The 
groundwork was done off the line when he 
got the better of polesitter Foster, who also 
dropped behind Dempsey and Schrage. 

At half-distance, Foster disposed of 
Schrage into Paddock Hill Bend and, two 
laps later, demoted Dempsey’s Spectrum 
for second. A lead that had stood at two 
seconds soon began to dwindle for Esterson, 
and he went defensive into Clearways on the 
final tour to keep Foster behind by 0.146s. 

Foster had earned pole for the semi with 
victory in his heat, aided by pre-event 
favourites and previous Festival winners 
Jamie Sharp and Niall Murray colliding. 
Murray seemingly had victory assured, 


NATIONAL REPORTS 


It was almost the perfect story of 
redemption for Tom McArthur. After being 
involved in a terrifying accident with Matt 
Rivett earlier in the weekend, he had to 
give best to Cameron Jackson in an 
entertaining Historic Formula Ford final. 

The fact that McArthur’s Van Diemen 
RF86 lined up fourth on the grid was an 
achievement in itself, since it had been 
heavily damaged in the collision at Paddock 
Hill Bend with Rivett’s Van Diemen RF91 on 
Saturday. Somewhat ironically, it was 
Rivett who won the Historic final in 2021 
and with it the inaugural Brian Jones 
Memorial Trophy in memory of the circuit 
commentator who passed away last year. 

“We repaired three corners in the end,” 
said McArthur. “We were up until 12am 
stripping the car, the guys at Simon 
Hadfield Motorsport have done absolutely 
brilliantly all weekend. We had a couple 
of volunteers from B-M Racing so that 
was mega from them because they 
didn’t have to. The car wasn’t really 
set up and ready to go until about 
10, 20 minutes before the progression 
race so it’s been a long old slog.” 

It was Alan Davidson’s Mondiale M89S 
that grabbed the lead initially from the 
outside of the front row, but running wide 


Jackson was presented 
= with the Brian Jones 


Memorial Trophy 
——a/ oe 
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McArthur (left) couldn’t T 


into Druids meant he slipped back to third 
behind polesitter Jackson and McArthur. 

The following lap it was McArthur’s turn 
to grab the lead thanks to an audacious 
move up the inside of Jackson at Druids 
with a switchback that almost resulted in 
contact. The loss of momentum from 
Jackson allowed Davidson to get a run 
down Cooper Straight and the position 
into Surtees as McArthur pulled out a 
lead of almost a second. 

But, on lap five, McArthur hit oil at 
Druids and spun down the order. He was 
handed a reprieve, though, when both 
Oliver Chapman and Lorna Vickers ended 
up in the gravel at Paddock Hill Bend, 
triggering a red flag and meaning 
McArthur would take the restart in front. 

Off the line, Davidson attempted to 
demote him around the outside at 
Paddock, but backed out before going 
defensive into Druids to keep Jackson 
behind. Davidson’s defending quickly 
allowed McArthur to build a healthy lead, 
before the Mondiale driver ran wide at 
Clearways on lap three of 11, which 
let Jackson past. 

Alead of 1.7s quickly became nothing 
three laps later, but it nearly ended in 
disaster when Jackson ran slightly wide at 
Graham Hill Bend after getting caught 
out by McArthur’s braking. With no damage 
done, Jackson quickly regained the lost 
ground and pounced for the lead up the 
inside at Clearways on the next lap before 
going on to win by 2.977s from McArthur, 
with Davidson completing the podium. 

“It means a lot, especially when you’ve 
had so many issues and we’ve not raced 
in this class before with our own car,” 
beamed Jackson. “So we’ve been quietly 
plugging away this year dialling it in and 
learning it. This is vindication.” 
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his Van Diemen BD22 taking the lead from 
polesitter Sharp at Clearways on the 
opening lap before edging away. But a small 
mistake at Graham Hill Bend on lap five 
allowed Sharp back in front. One lap later 
the pair spun off at Surtees when Murray 
tried to get back ahead on the inside. 
Murray rejoined 12th, while Sharp retired 
in the pits with damaged suspension. 

“Tt’s just silly moves, especially after he 
came up to me before the race and said it’s 
the first race of the weekend, let’s not do 
anything silly,’ said a frustrated Sharp. 
Murray admitted: “I was a bit too eager 
to get back past him. Look, it was a 
racing incident but I shouldn’t have 
put myself in that position.” 

Their collision paved the way for Lucas 
Romanek (Oldfield Motorsport Van 
Diemen) and Schrage to complete the 
podium, with Murray recovering to seventh, 
while Sharp would still head through to 
the semi-finals via the first progression 
race (see panel below). 

While the first semi-final contained no 
fewer than seven previous winners of the 
Festival, the second, won by Eastwell, had 
none. Still, it was an impressive showing 
from Eastwell, who had not driven his 
Spectrum for three years prior to the 
National FF1600 round at Donington 
Park last month. 

Eastwell started eighth, benefited from 


ax 


Eastwell took victory 
in the second semi-final 
on Festival return 


Shawn Rashid (Ammonite Ray) spinning 
out of the lead on the opening lap at 
Clearways, and was sitting third when a 
safety car was called at the halfway point. 
He passed Abdul Ahmed’s Firman into 
Druids at the restart and moved into the 
lead ahead of McCullough at Clearways on 
lap 10 of 13, with Chris Middlehurst (Van 
Diemen LA10) slipping through into second. 
Eastwell’s lowly grid position for his 
semi-final was partly due to a high-speed 
360-degree spin into Paddock Hill during 
the third heat when he inadvertently 
downshifted to first gear instead of third. 
That cost him only two places before the red 
flag was shown on lap seven following a 
horrific crash for Matt Rivett (see News). 
Rashid, who led at the stoppage, won the 


four-lap dash from Jordan Kelly, and Ahmed 
just held Eastwell at bay for third. 

McCullough won the last heat with 
a lights-to-flag display from Middlehurst, 
and was running seventh in the final before 
being hit by Schrage. Despite also collecting 
Eastwell at Druids as the rain arrived, the 
American was classified fourth in the final. 
Brandon McCaughan (Oldfield Van Diemen 
JL13) and Middlehurst completed the top 
six, with his Team Dolan stablemate 
Murray claiming seventh. 

But none of them had the chance to usurp 
Esterson, who next month will hope to 
emulate Murray and Foster to become only 
the third driver to win the Festival and 
Walter Hayes Trophy in the same year. 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


SHARP PROGRESSES AFTER HEAT COLLISION 


Twelve months is along time 
in motorsport, as Jamie Sharp 
found out last weekend. The 
2021 Festival winner was 
consigned to the opening 
progression race after aclash 
with Niall Murray in his heat. 
The B-M Racing driver wasted 
no time in ensuring he would 
make it onto the back of the 
semi-final grid, moving his 
Medina Sport JL17 through from 
14th into fourth by the time the 
field had exited Druids on the 


Sharp wasted no time in = 


getting to the front 
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opening lap. He was up to second 
before the lap was over when he 
demoted Gilles Cloet’s Ray GR15K 
after polesitter Bob Hawkins spun 
his Ray GRO8 at Clearways. 

Cameron Jackson had already 
moved 3.6s clear in the lead, the 
wet conditions helping to negate 
any deficit in performance from 
his 30-year-old Van Diemen. But 
Sharp soon began to close and 
moved ahead along Cooper 
Straight on lap seven of 12 before 
going on to take the chequered 
flag by 2.6s from Jackson, with 
Dan Rene Larsen (Van Diemen 
RF95), Cloet, Jonathan Miles (Van 
Diemen RF89) and 1991 Festival 
winner Marc Goossens at the 
wheel of a Van Diemen RF80 
also progressing. 

Sharp would reach the final 
after finishing ninth in the first 
semi-final, despite an off at the 
start, but was disqualified from 


the result after blasting past 
officials once the decision had 
been made not to restart the race. 

Team USA Scholarship driver 
Will Ferguson won the second 
progression race, moving through 
from ninth on the grid after 
getting knocked out of his heat 
thanks to a collision with Brandon 
McCaughan exiting Druids. Team 
Canada Scholar Jake Cowden 
(Ray GR14) followed him home, 
with New Zealand FF1600 
champion James Penrose, who 
had been running second in his 
heat until his Ray GR19 cut out, 
in third position. 

Megan Gilkes (Medina Sport 
BH22), Tom McArthur (who had 
been involved in the Matt Rivett 
accident) and Oliver Chapman 
(Lola T200) completed the top six. 
Chapman was handed a 10s 
penalty for an out-of-position 
start and would have failed to 


progress had Peter Daly (Van 
Diemen RF88) not crashed on the 
final lap at Clearways. 

McArthur repaid his mechanics 
hard work to repair his damaged 
Van Diemen RF86 after his 
collision with Rivett by winning 
the last chance race, which was 
red-flagged twice. Christer 
Otterstrom, Jackson, Pascal 
Monbaron, Penrose and Gilkes 
were the others to qualify for 
the final via this contest. 

STEFAN MACKLEY 


? 


BRANDS HATCH 


WEEKEND WINNERS 


F AVIVULA FURY FESTIVAL 

Heat 1 Max Esterson (Ray GR18) 

Heat 2 Joey Foster (Firman RFR20) 

Heat 3 Shawn Rashid (Ray GR18, above) 

Heat 4 David McCullough 

(Van Diemen RFOO, below) 

Progression race 1 Jamie Sharp 

(Medina Sport JL17) 

Progression race 2 William Ferguson (Ray GR17) 
Semi-final 1 Max Esterson (Ray GR18) 
Semi-final 2 Michael Eastwell (Spectrum 011C) 
Last Chance race Tom McArthur 

(Van Diemen RF86) 

Historic final Cameron Jackson 

(Van Diemen RF90) 

Final (2 laps) 1 Max Esterson (Ray GR18); 

2 Joey Foster (Firman RFR20) +0.318s; 3 Jordan 
Dempsey (Spectrum 011C); 4 Thomas Schrage 
(Ray GR18); 5 Brandon McCaughan (Van Diemen 
JL13); 6 Chris Middlehurst (Van Diemen LA10). 
Fastest lap Dempsey 51.513s (84.41mph). 

Pole Esterson. Starters 30. 
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Races 1, 2 & 3 Zachary Lucas (ST240 Turbo) 
Races 1 & 3 Luke Hilton 
Race 2 Thomas Jack Lee 


NIVVIFIEL 


Races 1 & 3 James Allen (Focus RS) 
Race 2 Rod Birley (Escort WRC, below) 


Race 1 Daniel Smith (Mercedes SLK) 
Race 2 Malcolm Blackman (Vauxhall Tigra) 


NATIONAL REPORTS CLU 


Senior and junior Ford Fiesta championships 
crowned their 2022 title winners after three races 
apiece that headed the undercard on Formula 
Ford Festival weekend. Last year’s junior 
champion, Jenson Brickley, triumphed again 
in the senior ranks, while Sid Smith replaced 
Brickley at the top of the junior standings. 

Brickley and Alastair Kellett came to Brands 
level on overall points, but dropped scores 
gave Brickley an advantage. But neither driver 
had an answer to Zachary Lucas, who won both 
of Saturday’s races and the finale on Sunday. 
Kellett almost caught him with a late charge in 
race two and netted fastest lap, cutting Brickley’s 
championship lead to eight points. 

Lucas’s third win came after a challenge 
from Marlo Cordell, who backed out after 
making contact at Druids on the last lap. 
Brickley survived a heart-in-mouth moment 
at Clearways on lap one, which dropped him 
to eighth, but he was soon back in the main 
bunch and passed Kellett for fifth, putting 
him firmly ahead on points. 

Smith arrived as Fiesta Junior favourite, 
but any significant problems would open 
the way for Thomas Jack Lee, with Albert 
Webster an outside bet. Luke Hilton won all 
three races on the road, heading Lee and 
Smith in race one, but an out-of-position-start 
penalty relegated him to fourth in race two. 
The battle raged for second on the road, the 
championship leaders apparently determined 
to live dangerously, but they survived for Lee 
to head Smith at the flag and inherit the win. 

Hilton had a point to prove in race three 
and, from fourth on the grid, he took the 
lead on lap seven of 16 and disappeared 
into the distance. Smith followed runner-up 
Lee to secure the title. 

A huge Modified Ford entry was split into three 
groups, with each group having a race against 
the other two. James Allen’s Focus RS beat Neil 
Jessop’s Zakspeed Escort Mk2 in the opening 
encounter after Jessop had led until a caution 


Hilton won all the Fiesta 
Junior races on the road 
but lost race-two victory 


Senior Fiesta title went 
the way of Brickley 


period allowed Allen to pounce. Jessop was 
squeezed off the road by a backmarker when 

in the act of retaking the lead, while Rod Birley’s 
troublesome Escort was also in the mix, 
challenging for the lead before fading to third. 

A late misfire couldn’t prevent Birley scoring 
an easy win on Sunday, with Jessop’s car absent 
from the front row and Saturday winner Allen 
due out later. Five drivers all wanted to be 
second, but the honour was taken by David 
Guthrie (Fiesta). Rory Jose’s Focus ST, mended 
after breaking its gearbox in qualifying, lost 
second with a gravel trap visit at Clearways. 

Allen won again ona drying track, but only 
just fended off Steve Goldsmith’s quick Anglia. 
Kester Cook (Fiesta ST) was third, while Jose 
made fourth from 31st and last on the grid. 

There were no holds barred between 
brothers Daniel and Lewis Smith in some frantic 
opening laps of the first of two Intermarque 
races. They traded the lead while multiple 
winner Malcolm Blackman looked on. A misfire 
dropped Lewis back to fourth, while Daniel 
fought off a late challenge from Blackman to win. 

It took little time for the quick men to reach 
the front again from a grid with the top nine 
reversed for race two. The Smiths again hounded 
Blackman, who took a decisive lead when 
Lewis Smith failed to stay with him around 
the outside of Paddock Hill Bend. 
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NATIONAL REPORTS 


Wayne Marrs and Tom Jackson took their 
fourth win of the British Endurance 
Championship season at Donington Park 
and, with a little help from a charging 
Marcus Clutton, snatched the title in their 
Rob Boston Racing Mercedes-AMG GT3. 
Marrs started from pole position, 
thanks to Jackson’s qualifying lap in 
greasy conditions, but was passed by 
Iain Campbell’s non-scoring Greystone 
McLaren 720S and Sacha Kakad (HCR 
Motorsport Mercedes). A third early 
safety car coincided with the pit window 


Sime (Mini) and Townsend 


enjoyed terrific Pre-’66 tussle 
—_ - ——— 
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Rob Boston crew took British 
Endurance title after Clutton’s 


late pass on Hollings (inset) 


opening, so Campbell, Marrs and Lee Frost 
(Race Lab Lamborghini Huracan) took their 
first of two mandatory stops. But Kakad, 
concerned about fuel mileage, stayed out. 
Eventually, pitting twice under green-flag 
conditions would hit HCR’s chances despite 
Pro driver Hugo Cook’s blistering pace. 

An extra stop to reset a power-steering 
issue on Campbell’s car, shared with 
Michael Broadhurst, dropped them from 
contention too. That allowed Jackson 
to ease home ahead of Lucky Khera, in 
for Frost, despite both serving stop/go 
penalties for short stops. 

Chris Goddard’s Class C-leading Ferrari 
458 Challenge car, shared with Jamie 
Stanley and Charlie Hollings, looked set for 


the overall championship by a single point. 
But Clutton, in the Porsche 911 Cup started 
by Pete Erceg, overhauled a 30-second 
deficit within half an hour and forced a 
mistake from Hollings at the Esses with 
three minutes remaining to divert the 

title towards Marrs and Jackson. 

“All I heard over the radio was 
screaming and shouting,” beamed Jackson. 
“Four wins, a second place [from six races] 
— it’s a whole season’s worth of good 
effort and results.” Team boss Rob Boston 
reflected: “Wayne was a very safe pair of 
hands, Tom was obviously very fast and, 
between them, they were a great pairing.” 

Explaining Jackson’s reduced pace in 
the closing stages, which appeared to 
contribute to Hollings’s time loss, he 
added: “We were desperately fuel-saving 
so we had to slow him down enough 
that we didn’t do another lap.” 

Each Pre-’66 Touring Car race enthralled 
for different reasons. In dry conditions, Barry 
Sime’s Mini took Saturday’s humdinger. 
Sime climbed from fourth to first but 
was then caught and passed by Garry 
Townsend’s Lotus Cortina. Sime, drifting 
through the corners to keep up, stayed with 
Townsend and then dived inside at the 
Esses on the final lap. Third on Saturday 
despite losing fourth gear, James Ibbotson 
claimed Sunday’s wet race. The outgoing 
champion catapulted his Hillman Imp 
between Sime and Townsend at the start 


Hammond finally took his 
first Mini wins of the season 


before clearing off. With his sideways style 
increasingly exuberant as the race wore on, 
Ibbotson took his third overall victory by 11s 
from Sime and no-one else was within 45s. 
A pair of Class D wins were enough for Luc 
Wilson (Austin A40) to take the title. 

Jason Hughes stole the opening Super 
Tourers race from Stewart Whyte’s grasp 
at the final corner in a thrilling twilight 
finish. Having kept the pressure on 
polesitter Hughes’s 2000 Vauxhall Vectra 
from the start, Whyte edged his similar- 
vintage Honda Accord inside at Coppice 
mid-race and got a run down the Exhibition 
Straight. But, as Whyte went to lap a pair 
of backmarkers on the final corner, he 
locked up on the dirty line and Hughes 
nipped through for victory. Mark Jones 
(Renault Laguna) was third ahead of James 
Everard (BMW M3 E30) and Gary Prebble 
(Honda Civic EG), who respectively took the 
Pre-’93 and Pre-’03 Touring Cars honours. 

Hughes sat out Sunday, giving Whyte an 
easier run. Prebble was holding off Everard 
for second until a broken throttle bracket 
ended his race, so Chris Southcott’s Civic 
EKog inherited Pre-’03 laurels, while Richard 
Wheeler (Nissan Primera) edged Jones to 
fourth and second Super Tourer home. 

After being denied by a red flag at 
Snetterton, Matt Hammond claimed his 
first Mini Challenge Trophy wins of the 
season. He withstood pressure from 
championship dominator Nelson King to 


NATIONAL REPORTS < 


Super Tourers opener 


became a night race 


Wilson’s Monaro thunders 
clear at the start of CTCRC race 


win in the worst of Sunday morning’s 

wet weather, before losing out to Joe 
Wiggin — the one-time Mazda MX-5 
champion taking his own first of the 
season — in arumbustious second race. 
Hammond sealed race three with 

a delightful pass of Tom Ovenden through 
the Craner Curves. Second, fifth and third 
positions for King leave him well-placed to 
lift the crown at Brands Hatch next month. 

Colin Philpott won the Jaguar Challenge 
opener by swooping past both James 
Ramm and Tom Robinson in one move 
as Ramm spun at Goddards in tricky 
conditions. On a drier track, Robinson’s 
supercharged XJR6 dominated a shortened 
second race to win from Ramm (XJS). 

The Pre-’83 Touring Car section was 

run from a separate grid with a delay, and 
was twice won by champion Stephen 
Primett in his Ford Escort Mk1. 

Classic Thunder honours were shared 
between Andy Wilson’s raucous Holden 
Monaro and the BMW M3 of Kirk Armitage. 
Simon Light’s V8-powered Ford Capri, 
second in the opener, inherited the lead of 
race two when the Monaro packed up, only 
to nose the barriers exiting Goddards and 
let in Armitage. Two class wins for AJ Owen 
(Honda Civic Type R) were enough to 
snatch the title from fastest qualifier Jason 
Davies, who blew his Ford Sierra Cosworth’s 
engine in qualifying. Malcolm Harding (Ford 
Escort Mk2) took the concurrent BOSS 


Wayne Marrs/Tom Jackson 
(Mercedes-AMG GT3) 


Race 1 Barry Sime (Morris Mini Cooper S) 
Race 2 James Ibbotson (Hillman Imp Super) 


Race 1 Jason Hughes (Vauxhall Vectra) 
Race 2 Stewart Whyte (Honda Accord) 


Races 1 & 3 Matt Hammond 
Race 2 Joe Wiggin 


Race 1 Colin Philpott (Jaguar XJS) 
Race 2 Tom Robinson (Jaguar XJR6) 


CLI IC THUNDER/BOS 
Race 1 Andy Wilson (Holden Monaro) 
Race 2 Kirk Armitage (BMW M3) 


Races 1 & 2 Gordie Mutch/ 
Jimmy Broadbent (below) 


RIT i 
Races 1 & 2 Will Stacey (Lotus Elise S2) 


section on Saturday but struggled with gear 
selection issues and rain tyres on a drying 
track on Sunday, as Mike Manning’s Ford 
Sierra RS500 prevailed. A double class 
success scooped the overall crown for James 
Dunkley in his Zetec-powered Fiesta XR2. 

Gordie Mutch and Jimmy Broadbent 
sealed the Praga Cup title with a pair of 
victories. Broadbent held off a closing Jamie 
Morton (in the car started by Ben Collins) 
on Saturday. Mutch may have struggled to 
overhaul soloist Shane Kelly on Sunday, but 
for the latter’s stop/go for a short pitstop. 
After qualifying fastest, Scott Mittell and 
Charles Hall endured a catalogue of 
misfortune in the races, but two sixth-place 
finishes were enough for second — and 
leading non-factory entrant — in the points. 

Invitational entry Will Stacey completed 
a fine weekend for Rob Boston Racing by 
cruising to wins in both Britcar Trophy 
races in his Lotus Elise S2. 
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Cole powers 
Richards to 
victory in Lotus 


SILVERSTONE 
MSVR/MRL 
22-23 OCTOBER 


Mark Cole shot Dafyd Richards’s Lotus 11, 
liveried per the period Corgi model, ahead 
in Sunday’s Royal Automobile Club 
Woodcote/Stirling Moss Trophy Pre-’61 
sportscar race, among the highlights of 
Motor Racing Legends’ seasonal finale 
on Silverstone’s Historic Grand Prix 
circuit. If the first-year rookie owner/ 
driver was nervous, it didn’t show, as he 
coolly completed a consummate 58-second 
victory — “an emotional journey” — over 
Ben Adams’s Lola Mk1. “Dafyd was my 
Porsche race engineer in 2002, so being 
here for him was special,” said Cole. 

Adams’s tussle with Andy Newall, 
wrestling Malte Muller-Wrede’s 5.4-litre 
Allard J2R Le Mans, which took some 
stopping, entertained onlookers. Newall 
netted pre-’56 Woodcote gold from Ben 
Eastick/Karl Jones (Jaguar D-type) and Rick 
Bourne/Malcolm Paul (Lotus-Bristol Mk10o). 
Third overall was a bonus for Newall after 
Nigel Greensall, flying in Tarek Mahmoud’s 
Lister-Jaguar, had the gear lever snap off in 
his hand on the last lap and Andrew Smith 
(Cooper Monaco) missed the pit window. 

Tactics also decided Saturday’s three- 
hour RAC Pall Mall Cup contest and the 
Historic Touring Car Challenge race. 
James Thorpe’s selfless early pitstop, under 
a safety car, sowed the seeds of a one-lap 
victory in the former. The subsequent speed 
of Phils Quaife and Keen and reliability of 
Thorpe’s Valley Motorsport Jaguar E-type 
at inning J E leads a 

e winning Jaguar E-type leads Ey 
the Pall Mall Cup field away alii 
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crowned his first season with it. 

Fourth for team-mates Rob Fenn/James 
Barclay/Paul Whight (Lotus Elan) secured 
the Pall Mall Trophy for the Wheelie Fast 
squad, despite brake issues forcing the 
retirement of Michael Birch’s ex-works 
Lotus 15 with initial leader Gareth Burnett 
up. Second and third on scratch were Mark 
Farmer/Andy Jordan’s clutchless Elan and 
Harry Barton/Oliver Reuben (see right). 

“Medium hard” slicks and his Nissan 
Skyline’s four-wheel drive helped Ric 
Wood to HTCC victory on a damp track. 
“For the first three or four laps, I thought 
I’d made a mistake, then they came in,” he 
said, having overhauled Andy Middlehurst 
in Jonathan Bailey’s ex-Japanese Touring 
Car Championship Skyline, on 
intermediates. Darren Fielding (BMW 
E30 M3) screamed ahead on wets, then 
changed to slicks when they wilted. 
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Richards was able to take 
comfortable Moss Trophy win 
after Cole built sizeable lead 


James Thorpe/Sean McInerney (Chevrolet 
Camaro) won the Tony Dron Trophy split 
and Mike Gardiner/Josh Cook a frenetic 
U2TC bout in Gardiner’s new Lotus Cortina. 
Ford V8s trumped rivals in three 
splendid Historic Racing Drivers Club grids 
on Sunday. Having qualified in torrential 
rain, the 50-strong Allstars field left from 
a standing start in bright sunshine, yet 
still on a treacherous track. Dave Methley 
slithered his AC Cobra clear from third, 
while Michael Whitaker twitched his TVR 
Griffith from 10th to deny son Michael Jr 
(Mustang) second on the final lap. “Thirty 
minutes of 400 horsepower karting,” 
said Sr. Driving a borrowed Giulia Berlina, 
Steve Monk outran David Alexander 
(Giulia Sprint GT) and Jonny Horsfield 
(Alfetta GTV) to win the concurrent 
Classic Alfa Challenge race. “Like driving 
on tagliatelle,” summed up Alexander. 


Mark Cole/Dafyd Richards (Lotus-Climax 11) 
James Thorpe/Phil Quaife/Phil Keen 
(Jaguar E-type) 


Ric Wood (Nissan Skyline GT-R R32) 


Dave mrenicy (AC oie 
Bill & Fred Shepherd (Ford Mustang Boss 302) 
Tom Sharp (Ford Falcon) 


Haaen Whey ie pe tow Sine Coupe) 


al Weare Fenn aes Martin Vantage GT2) 


Jim Morris led the Gerry Marshall 
Trophy set superbly in the shrill VW 
Golf GTI that father John raced 40 years 
ago, resisting pressure from Bill Shepherd’s 
Boss Mustang to the stops, but a 5s stop/go 
penalty for exceeding the pitlane speed 
limit undid partner Tom Shephard’s efforts 
to repel Bill’s son Fred. GT racer James 
Dorlin set fastest lap in finishing less 
than five seconds adrift in the Ford Capri 
started by Tom Butterfield, with Shephard 
third after overheating stopped Old Hall 
Performance stablemates Cameron Evans/ 
Mat Jackson’s ex-Tony Lanfranchi Scirocco. 

Safety cars twice split the Jack Sears 
Trophy action, which finished against 
a backdrop of lightning. Even British 
Touring Car ace Josh Cook in Gardiner’s 
Cortina couldn’t unseat Tom Sharp’s Ford 
Falcon. Ben Colburn (Cooper S) defeated 
the rest of the Cortinas for third, while 
Chris Snowdon/Grant Williams’s Jaguar 
Mk2 was a class-winning seventh, despite 
a drivethrough for stopping pre-window. 

Four snarling E-types coloured the 
Classic Jaguar Challenge’s initial phase, with 
Jonathan Mitchell, Andy Newall, Matt 
Wrigley and Danny Winstanley bucking and 
writhing as they disputed the lead. Newall 
slowed with a broken anti-roll bar and 
Mitchell was hobbled by wet settings, 
leaving two. They stopped on successive 
laps, but Winstanley clocked 66km/h in the 
pits, earning a drivethrough, leaving Wrigley 
victorious. Oli Webb relayed Guy Ziser’s 
FHC to a class win, with Phil Keen haring 
after him in Grahame Bryant’s example. 


Mi! 
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ON THIRD ON ENDURO DEBUT Historic Touring Car champion in his second season of racing, 
razor- 6 Horny Barton finished a brilliant third in Saturday’s Pall Mall Cup race sharing his family’s 
TVR Griffith with marque ace Ollie Reuben. Competing in his first endurance event, and on only his 
fourth time in the V8-engined beast - previously raced by Claus Bjerglund Andersen - Barton started 
and finished strongly. “After the BMW 1800Ti, you have to be a bit more delicate with the TVR,” he said. 


MAWP+SPORT, 


OUSSELOT’S SIL ) Fifty-one years after he was second in a thrilling 1971 British 
Gland Prix-supporting F3 race, driving a Brabham BT35, Frenchman Pierre-Francois Rousselot (74) 
competed at Silverstone for the second time on Saturday, co-driving Greg Audi’s Shelby Cobra to 
seventh in the Pall Mall Cup. Having trained at the Winfield school, he finished third in French F3 in 


1971 and contested nine Le Mans 24 Hours. Winfield principal Mike Knight joined him at Silverstone. 


NE BACK WITH FAMOUS MI G While Formula Fordsters contested the Festival at Brands 
Hatch, 1990 victor rave Coyne enjoyed taming a wild Mustang at Silverstone. The 1987 European 
F3 champion and Mark Wright, of Escort RS1800/Sierra RS500 fame, have acquired the stunning car 
built by NASCAR legends the Wood Brothers. Coyne is in contact with the surviving Wood Brothers 
and his ambition is to get them to Goodwood, if favoured with a Revival entry next year. 
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Memories from an illustrious 50 years 


50 Years Or THe 
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THE FORMULA 
FORD FESTIVAL 
Alan Bowles & 
a « 74 Darren Banks 
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“Tt is what it is — you can’t explain it to 
people, and you have to experience it.” 
Marc Goossens has enjoyed a relatively 
successful career in motorsport, which 
has included no fewer than 13 appearances 
at the Le Mans 24 Hours. 

But the event he’s referring to is the 
Formula Ford Festival, a race to which he 
returned last weekend for the first time 
since he took victory in 1991. The Belgian’s 
fondness for the event and indeed the 
category of racing itself has never 
diminished, just as it hasn’t for 
many competitors young and old. 

While the Festival may no longer be the 
training ground for future Formula 1 stars 
that it once was — such as Johnny Herbert, 
Damon Hill and Jenson Button — to many it 
is still a special meeting in the sphere of 
motorsport, with its 50th anniversary 
celebrated last year. 

It seemed only a matter of time then until 
a book would appear recounting the past 
half a century, and sure enough at this year’s 
event such a labour of love appeared 
courtesy of ex-Formula Ford racers 
Alan Bowles and Darren Banks. 

“A lot of people showed a lot of 
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enthusiasm for the book,” says Bowles, who 
competed in four editions of the Festival. 
“They liked the idea of how we’ve presented 
the format and basically they felt the need 
that they had to have it because it’s Formula 
Ford. And Formula Ford is what everyone 

is here for this weekend.” 

They built upon the work of ‘The Voice 
of Brands’, commentator Brian Jones, who 
before his death last year had begun putting 
together the project, with his research made 
available to both Bowles and Banks courtesy 
of Jones’s widow Ros. 

The book recounts each of the 50 events 
in moderate detail, explaining how the 
protagonists made their way through the 
earlier stages and how the grand finals 
panned out. There’s also background and 
context on certain drivers and how they 
performed during the season itself. 


celebrates win in 1980 


Development of the cars is covered off, as 
are any sporting or technical grumblings, 
with engine parity unsurprisingly a talking 
point from the very first edition, proving 
nothing changes! 

But while the book delves into each event, 
including the first four held at Snetterton, 
it’s certainly not a blow-by-blow account and 
neither is it a book filled with huge amounts 
of statistics. While there’s a list of winners 
from each year, there are no results for each 
race — although some do appear with the 
official timing sheets scanned into the book. 

These, along with a wealth of pictures and 
other memorabilia (Michael Schumacher’s 
commentator information sheet from 1988 
for example), really do serve to bring out 
the history of the event. 

The book primarily though is a gateway 
into the memories of those who raced or 
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were involved with the event. There are 
personal anecdotes from a large swathe of 
high-profile competitors including 
Goossens, 1976 winner Derek Daly and 
1980 victor Roberto Moreno among others. 
But it’s not just about those who reached 
the very top, as those who didn’t have quite 
such successful careers are also given space 
to tell some of the more interesting stories. 

“That’s what the book’s about. It’s not 
about facts or figures, it’s about people’s 
memories of the Festival,” adds Bowles. “And 
so many people have contributed. I’ve been 
very blessed that people have helped. They 
all remember where they come from and 
where they started, and it’s always Formula 
Ford and it was always the Festival.” 

This year’s Festival sadly was a low point 
with the much-anticipated final to be cut 
short. But Bowles’s and Banks’s book has 
served as a timely reminder of the great 
and the good times, as well as the history 
that has been made over the past 50 
years at the renowned event. 
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st F1 United States Grand Prix review 
= Max Verstappen’s record-equalling United States Grand Prix victory 


led Red Bull to its first Formula 1 world constructors’ title since 2013, 
recovering from a dodgy pitstop to overhaul Charles Leclerc and Lewis 
Hamilton. In the latest Autosport podcast, host Martyn Lee is joined by 
Autosport F1 reporter Luke Smith and US journalist Mandy Curi in 
Austin to look back at the United States GP. 


F1 World Championship 
Round 20/22 

Mexico City, Mexico 

30 October 

iTV] Sky Sports F1, 

Sun 1955 

G9 Highlights Sky Sports F1, 
Sun 2330, Channel 4, 

Mon 0105 


Paul Ricard, France 
26-30 October 


Round 7/7 
Suzuka, Japan 


WHAT’S ON 


30 October 

o on 
motorsport.tv, Fri 1830, 
Sun 0530 


Round 12/13 

Surfers Paradise, Australia 
29-30 October 

iTV) BT Sport 2, Sat 0630, 
BT Sport 1, Sun 0400 


Round 35/36 
Martinsville, USA 

30 October 

TV Premier Sports 2, 
Sun 1730 


Round 5/6 
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Barcelona, Spain 
29-30 October 
iTV) BT Sport 4, Sun 1600 


UK 
MOTORSPORT 


Cadwell Park CSCC 

29 October 

Future Classics, Magnificent 
Sevens, Modern Classics, 
New Millennium, Open 
Series, Swinging Sixties, 

Tin Tops, Turbo Tin Tops 


Donington Park MSVR 
29 October 

911 Challenge/Boxster Cup, 
Clubmans Sports Prototypes, 
Porsche Club, Turismo X 


Silverstone 750MC 

29 October 

Birkett Six Hour Relay 
via 

750mc.co.uk 


Cambrian Rally 

British Rally Championship 
Round 7/7 

Llandudno, Wales 

29 October 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE 

Polesitter Jack Brabham’s #1 Cooper- 
Climax T58 leads Graham Hill’s #4 
BRM-Climax P48/57 - while Jim Clark 
(#14 Lotus-Climax 21) takes to the 
dirt, skirting photographers and 


~ = — od “ 


pantie 


local law enforcement - at the start 

of the 1961 United States Grand Prix 
at Watkins Glen. In the melee, Clark’s 
team-mate Innes Ireland vaulted from 
eighth to third, but within a couple of 
laps fell to 11th after spinning on oil. 


An inspired fightback followed and, 
when Stirling Moss (#7 Lotus-Climax 
18/21) retired from a comfortable 
lead, Ireland found himself in front, 
defying all challengers to take his 
maiden, and only, grand prix victory. 


For classic motorsport DVDs and 


downloads head td dukevideo.com 
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2015 as “the ultimate fast 


shoulder injury sustained 
at the end of 1998 meaning 
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car, above the Benetton-Renault B196 that 
the team’s 1996 tester regards as “the 
maximum expression of a racing car”. 

“Tt responded very well to everything 
you asked for,” says Sospiri of the 
GT-One he campaigned alongside 
Martin Brundle and Emmanuel Collard 
at the Le Mans 24 Hours in 1999. 

After coming 80 minutes shy of victory 
on the GT-One’s 1998 debut, Toyota 
returned with revised aerodynamics and 
a hydraulic gearshift. Brundle lapped six 
seconds quicker than he had in 1998 on 
his way to pole position, underlining the 
fruits of exhaustive preparation. 

“We simulated the 24 hours two or 
three times, we did a lot of running in 
that car,” says Sospiri, who praises 
Brundle for his help in learning the foibles 
of driving with a turbo engine for the first 
time. “He helped me a lot to understand 
that car, to understand the way to work 


IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE 


led in the early stages despite being told 
to keep to a target lap time. “We were just 
cruising around at the beginning, waiting 
for the moment to push,” he says. 

But the trio’s hopes were dashed when 
faulty hydraulics robbed the car of power 
steering and its paddleshift gear system. 
Nine laps were lost to repairs, and a good 
finish already looked like a big ask before 
a sudden delamination caused Brundle to 
hit the barriers approaching the first 
Mulsanne chicane. Game over. 

Remarkably, the GT-One never won a 
race, and the project was dropped at the 
end of the 1999 season. But Sospiri 
believes it could have been a force had 
the project continued. 

“Tt was already agreed and decided to 
do only two years with that car,” he 
reflects. “If they stayed in 2000, the 
car was fast enough to do well.” 
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Ferraris new LeMans contender 


THE LAUNCH OF THE WORLD’S»MOST IMPORTANT SPORTS-RACER 


74 |AUTOSPORT.COM 27 OCTOBER 2022 


CORRESPONDENTS 


Argentina Tony Watson Australia Andrew van Leeuwen 


Austria Gerhard Kuntschik Belgium Gordon McKay 


Brazil Lito Cavalcanti Germany Rene de Boer 


Greece Dimitris Papadopoulos Italy Roberto Chinchero 
Japan Jamie Klein New Zealand Bernard Carpinter 


Russia Gregory Golyshev Spain Raimon Duran Sweden Tege Tornvall 
USA Jeremy Shaw UK & Ireland Stephen Brunsdon, Dom D’Angelillo, 
Rachel Harris-Gardiner, Mark Libbeter, Dan Mason, Jason Noble, 


Mark Paulson, Brian Phillips, Hal Ridge, Peter Scherer, lan Sowman, 
lan Titchmarsh, Steve Whitfield, Richard Young 


ADVERTISING 
Tel +44 (0) 1233 228750 


Co-Owner/Director Tandem Media Catherine Rowe 


catherine.rowe@tandemmedia.co.uk 


RECRUITMENT 
Tel +44 (0) 20 3405 8105 


Head of Motorsport Jobs James Robinson 


ADVERTISING PRODUCTION 
Production Controller Ben Webster 


Autosport, ISSN number 0269946x, is published 
weekly by Autosport Media UK Ltd, 

1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1AG, United 
Kingdom. Airfreight and mailing in the USA 

by agent named Air Business Ltd, c/o Worldnet 
Shipping Inc., 156-15, 146th Avenue, 2nd Floor, 
Jamaica, NY 11434, USA. Periodicals postage 
paid at Brooklyn, NY 11256. Subscription records 
are maintained at Autosport Media UK Ltd, 

1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1AG. 

Air Business Ltd is acting as our mailing agent. 


C ¥re ycle 


CIRCULATION TRADE 
ENQUIRIES 

Seymour Distribution Ltd, 
2 East Poultry Avenue, 
London, EC1A 9PT. 

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7429 4000. 
Printed by William Gibbons 
& Sons Ltd, 28 Planetary 
Road, Willenhall, 
Wolverhampton WV13 3xXT. 


MANAGEMENT ISSN 0269-946X. Autosport 
President, Motorsport Network is published weekly by 
James Allen Autosport Media UK Ltd, 


Vice President of Editorial James Dickens 


Publishing and Facilities Director 
Sunita Davies 


We abide by the Editors’ Code of Practice 
and are committed to upholding the 
highest standards of journalism. If you 
think we haven't met those standards 
and want to make a complaint, 

contact 0203 405 8100. 


44 


IS POWERED BY 


motorsport 


1 Eton Street, Richmond, 
TW9 1AG. 


©2022, AUTOSPORT 
MEDIAUKLTD 

Trading as Autosport Media 
UK. Publishing, trade and 
further subscription details 
On WWW.autosport.com. 
While due care is taken 

to ensure the contents of 
Autosport are accurate, 

the publishers and printers 
cannot accept liability 

for errors and omissions. 
Advertisements are accepted 
for publication in Autosport 
only upon Autosport Media 
Uk’s Standard Terms of 
Acceptance of Advertising, 
which are available from 
the Advertising Department. 


NECCLASSICMOTORSHOW.COM 


Headline Sponsor Official Show Partners Detailing Partner Lubricant Partner 


¥y¥ = 
LANCASTER : SIVERSTONE «= Laeu § ERAY | | als 
Raa LANCAST @) discovery+  SIVERSTONE ik) COTTE aoe Mega 


*Saving offered on advanced tickets available online until midnight Thursday 10 November 2022. To benefit from £2 discount the code must be entered at time of booking. 


AT Son. ar he i Soa ap 
6h 5 aed CP IA x, 
rN te eT 


Racetruck enables you to invest in your passion; the freedom to go wherever 
the races take you in both style and comfort. 


Racetruck’s latest innovation, the Racetruck Trailer System includes 
our signature sliding bed and bulkhead. The Racetruck Trailer System 


design is completely bespoke and fully configurable to the customers 
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